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JERUSALEM—Teddy Kollek, 
Israeli mayor of Occupied Jerusa¬ 
lem for 28 years, was defeated far 
re-election Tuesday by a tough 
critic of Israel's accord with the 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
on Palestinian self-government. 

Kollek, 82, who bad seen die 
election as a referendum on the 
peace agreement as well as an his 
> policies of coexistence between 
Jew and Arab, religious and secu¬ 
lar, lost decisively to Ehud 
Olmert, a leader of the right-wing 
Likud Party. Olmert's supporters 
also appeared to have won control 
of the Jerusalem city council 

Kollek was first elected mayor 
of West Jerusalem in 1965. He 
won only 41 percent of the vote to 
55 percent for Olmert. 

Despite a low, 35 percent turn¬ 
out, the election had serious impli¬ 
cations for die government of. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
who had campaigned for Kollek 
and asked for a vote of confidence 
in his pursuit of peace with the 
Palestinians and Israel's other 
Arab neighbors. 

Yitzhak Rabin, Israel's prime 
minister, said the vote reflected 
badly on the national govern¬ 
ment's efforts to reach accommo¬ 
dation with Palestinians. "This 
will certainly arouse a non- 
positive echo for Israel's peace 
efforts," he said. 

"There is a national political sig- 
nificance to this victory," said 
Olmert. who benefited from a 
strong backlash from die recent 
upsurge in political violence on 
t jihe occupied West Bank and Gaza 
and consequent Israeli fears over 
the future. "Rabin said this would 
be a test of the agreement (with 
the PLO), and this result is against 
that agreement." 

Kollek, who was running for the 
seventh consecutive term, was bit¬ 
ter about his defeat by a politician 



Olmert 


he called divisive, dishonest and 
hostile to his vision of a city that 
should be united and harmonious 
home to dificrem comm unities.of- 
Jews and Arabs- "This way Is not 
the right way for Jerusalem to go," 
Kollek said. "I am sorry for Jerusa¬ 
lem residents who will have to 
endure what lies ahead. Those 
who determined the results are 
those who did not come out to 
vote, and they mil have to live 
with their consciences." 

Olmert, 48, served as health 
minister in former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamil's hardline govern¬ 
ment, though his reputation was 
more as a combative pragmatist 
than an ideologue. 

Kollek had campaigned on his 
ability to keep peace in Jerusalem 
as it becomes a major focus in the 
Arab-Israeli peace negotiations in 
the next two years, but Olmert 
contended that, after six terms, 
Kollek was simply too old and 
tired for the job. 

.Although Olmert campaigned 
bard on municipal issues, he 
stressed his commitment to mak¬ 
ing Jerusalem an even more Jew¬ 
ish city, encouraging Jews to live 


in the predominantly Arab neigh¬ 
borhoods of East Jerusalem. 

'1 had a big fear that Jerusalem 
was going co become a province 
of a Palestinian stale," be said, 
Tuesday, explaining his focus on 
the city's future. "Jerusalem will 
be a Jewish city." 

Olmert owed his victory primar¬ 
ily to a last-minute deal with a 
religious, ultra-Qrthodox party, 
whose mayoral candidate with¬ 
drew Monday night 1° exchange 
for control of several key city 
departments. 

The second element in Kollek's 
defeat and Olmert's victory was 
die virtual boycott of the election 
by the city's Arab residents, fewer 
than 10 percent of whom voted 
despite Kollek's pleas for their 
support Without the Arab vote, 
the haredim ultra-orthodox relig¬ 
ious Jews became the crucial vot¬ 
ing bloc. 

This will echo negatively on 
the peace efforts of Israel through¬ 
out the world, especially the Arab 
world, and in IsraeL I was hoping 
for different results—for a clear 
message of support for the peace 
process." Rabin said. 

Senring that Kollek was in trou¬ 
ble, Rabin and his Labor Party had 
mobilized a late-starting effort to 
save him, appealing to Arabs m 
predominantly Arab east Jerusa¬ 
lem to vote for Kollek, who has 
been an outspoken voice for 
peaceful coexistence but has also 
presided over Israel's expansion of 
the city and consolidation over 
east Jerusalem, which it annexed 
after the 1967 Middle East war. 

In the last election, during the 
Palestinian Intifada, most of the 
Arab voters in East Jerusalem 
boycotted the election to avoid 
giving legitimacy to Israel's 
annexation of the dty, which Pal- 
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All is set for Super Monday 

700,000 voters expected to 
participate in elections 


By Ahmad Shaker 
Special to The Star 


AT 7 am on Monday 8 November 
polling stations throughout the 
Kingdom will open their doors to 
receive over one million Jordanian 
voters who will elect 80 deputies 
to serve them in the Lower House 
of Parliament for the coining four 
years. So far 543 candidates are 
still contesting the elections in 20 
constituencies. 

Observers believe turnout will 
be strong during the one day elec¬ 
tion, numbering 700,000 voters. 
Official results will be announced 
by Minister of Interior, Salameh 
Hamad, at a press conference to 
be held Tuesday evening. 

Ministry sources expected the 
first results to come out before 
midnight Monday and for most 
results to be known by early morn¬ 
ing Tuesday. They said vote 
counting will be easier than in 
1989 because voters will be cast¬ 
ing a single vote. In the previous 
elections voters had 9 votes in cer¬ 



tain districts. 

Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam 
Majali is expected to hand in his 
Government's resignation immedi¬ 
ately after His Majesty King Huss¬ 
ein inaugurates the 12th Parlia¬ 
ment in die middle of this month. 
The King's speech from the 
Throne will emphasize Jordan's 
peace process policy. 

Informed sources have told The 
Star that the King will ask Dr 
Majali to form a new Government 
with a Parliamentary base of 12- 
14 deputies. Other sources sug¬ 
gested that Chief of the Royal 
Court and former Prime Minister, 


Sharif -Zaid Ben Shaker, is a 
strong candidate to head the next 
Government. 

The Government will face two 
successive tests; a vote of confi¬ 
dence on itself and another on its 
financial budget for 1994, esti¬ 
mated at JD 1500 million. 

In preparation for election day, 
the Government is issuing a num¬ 
ber of regulations banning die car¬ 
rying of firearms by voters at vot¬ 
ing stations. The Islamic Action 
Front, which is fielding 36 candi¬ 
dates, has asked the Ministry of 
Interior to take certain measures 
to guarantee a fair and free 
election. 

Among these measures are the 
repetition of 70,000 names in 
many voter lists, granting voter 
cards to voters whose names did 
not appear on any list and the 
destruction of all unhanded cards. 

Jordan television and radio will 
have 24-hour live transmission on 
Monday ami Tuesday to cover the 
elections M 


The whales and the sharks in 
Amman's Third district 


Ben Wedemen 
Special to The Star 


POLITICAL COMMENTATORS 
have dubbed it the "district of 
whales." and for good reason: 
Ammon's Third Electoral District 
is overflowing with big fish. It is 
Jordan's most affluent and influen¬ 
tial electoral district, comprising 
Jabal Amman, Abdali, Shmeisam. 
Jabal Hussein and Jabal Al Luwi- 
abdah. No district is more hotly 
contested and, from the prolifera¬ 
tion of campaign banners and pos¬ 
ters and leaflets, more money is 
being spent in this 
electoral district 
than anywhere 
3blsc- 

Four of the can¬ 
didates—Taher Al 

Musri, Fans Al 
Nabulsi. Fakhri 
Qawar and Man- 
sotir Murad— 
served in th* l? 81 

Parliament, with 
Masri occupying 
the post of Prime 
Minister. Two ofJordansthrce 
female candidates (om of a totol of 
more than 500) are running in the 
Third District and. even more sig- 
mficum. both of those wometj- 
Touian Feisal and 1**' 

Mufti—are competing for the dis¬ 
trict unc Circassian se-U . 

The candidates m the Third Dis- 
,riv?c^ ^ divided roughly into 
the idealists and ihe pra?™^; 
The idealists, such as George Had 


dad, Toujan Feisal, Ibrahim Al 
Kilani, and Fans Al Nabulsi. are 
opposed to the Gaza-Jericho 
agreement, the Jordaman-IsraeK 
accord and the IMF-inspired struc¬ 
tural adjustment program. For the 
idealists, the ins and outs of the 
economy are meaningless 
because, they claim, the Jordanian 
economy is directed by outside 
forces, in particular the IMF, and 
therefore there is little they can 
do. As George Haddad told The 
Star, "There is no Jordanian econ¬ 
omy. No economic plan for Jor¬ 
dan will succeed. It is an ampu¬ 
tated 



economy. 

The prag¬ 
matists, 
most promi¬ 
nently 
Taher Al 
Masri and 
Ali Abu Al 

Ragheb, 

focus on 
"preserving 
national 
unity" and 
strengthen! 



ng the national economy. Accord¬ 
ing to Abu Al Ragheb, the previ¬ 
ous Parliament "did not give the 
national economy the attention it 
deserved due to its preoccupation 
with political developments in 
the region and legislation designed 
to strengthen the process of 
democratization. He believes that 
the mission of the new Parliament 
will be to "update legislation. 


encourage investment, reconsider 
the tax burden, protect local 
industries, and support exports.” 

While they do not express any 
great enthusiasm for the peace 
accords, the pragmatists accept 
them as a fiat accompli. The 
accords, according to Taber Al 
Masri "should not be seen as more 
than representing a first step on 
the road to achieving the higher 
goals of die Arab nation and the 
Jordanian and Palestinian peoples 
in restoring the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries and enabling the Palestinian 
people to determine their fate and 
achieve their sovereignty on their 
land." 

In many respects this campaign 
is significant for the absence of 


one candidate, Islamic indepen¬ 
dent Laith SbbaDat, who in 1989 
won a landslide victoiy in the 
Third District, In the last Parlia¬ 
mentary elections Shbailat won 
almost twice as many votes as the 
other two victors for the three 
Muslim seats in the district, Taher 
Al Masri and Paris Al Nabulsi. 
Following the Shabeb Al Nafer Al 
Island case, Shbeflat retired from 
public life. 

Several of the candidates would 
like to be seen as inheritor’s of 
Shbeilat's mantle, but none seem 
to have succeeded. The Islamic 
Action Front has fielded Dr Ibra¬ 
him Al Kilani as its candidate, but 
there remains a big question mark 
over the IAFs prospects in the 


Third District In 1989 two candi¬ 
dates closely identified with the 
IAFs mother organization, the 
Muslim Brotherhood, failed in 
their electoral bid. With Sbbeilai 
out of the running, Al Kilani 
hopes to pick up the Islamic vote. 
Another young Islamic indepen¬ 
dent Ali Suqour. told The Star 
that he will win the young, edu¬ 
cated Islamic vote, and that the 
"whales" in the Third District are 
in for a big surprise from young 
"sharks” Like himself. 

Almost all the candidates agree 
in their dislike for the new electo¬ 
ral law stipulating one man one 
vote. Says Toujan Faisal, "The 
one man one vote killed the 
chances for many women." Arab 
Baath Socialist Party candidate 
Khalil Hadadin told The Star the 
old electoral law "had its faults, 
but the new one adds additional 
faults to the old law's 
shortcomings." 

Despite the Third District's high 
income and education levels, polit¬ 
ical apathy is on the rise. Accord¬ 
ing to a study by Al Undun Al 
Jadid Studies Center, only about 
one third of those eligible are 
expected to cast their votes. 
Indeed, all the indicators suggest 
that the Third District's interest in 
politics is waning. The number of 
candidates in the district has fallen 
from 55 in the 1989 elections to 
32 this year. Many of the candi¬ 
dates blame this lack of interest on 
the disappointing performance of 
the last Parliament According to 
one candidate. Dr Jihad Al Bar- 
ghouthi, the members of the last 
Parliament "competed in a vicious 
circle to find the shortest path to 
becoming ministers. They forgot 
the people." The last Parliament, 
Baighouthi told The Star, was 
nothing more than "democratic 
decor." ■ 


Solid 

support for 
peace exists 
in Jordan , 


says 

Tarawneh 


WASHINGTON—There is a solid 
base of support for the Middle 
East peace process in Jordan, Jor¬ 
dan's Ambassador to the United 
States, Fayez Tarawneh, said 2 
November. 

Working out the practical 
details of the peace process in a 
timely fashion, however, is inte¬ 
gral to sustaining that support, he 
said 

The ambassador said Jordanians 
and Palestinians alike are looking 
towards the future. Tragmatism is 
increasingly becoming more dom¬ 
inant than symbolism," he said. 
There is a "silent majority" of sup¬ 
port for the peace process in Jor¬ 
dan and sustaining the support of 
this "silent majority" is key to the 
success of the peace process, he 
stressed. However, "have created 
very high expectations" in die 
region, be said. He said there 
should be coordination between 
the implementation of the com¬ 
mon agenda and the declaration of 
principles; he noted that while the 
issue of refugees will be tackled 
during the final status negotiations 
between Israel and the Palestini¬ 
ans, this issue is now on the com¬ 
mon agenda with Jordan. 

Reviewing the grave fiscal stu- 


Contmned on page 3 


Al Karamah dam: 
Fiasco or sound 
development? 


By BQal Hyjawi 

Star Business Editor 


THE TENDER for building the A] Karamah dam has been 
awarded to an Italian contractor. Salmi. The waves of criticism put 
forward by Jordanian experts challenging the project did not foil it 
"The project is definitely on schedule." a source in the tenders 
department at the Ministry of Water and Irrigation confirmed to 
The Star. "We've gone through countless reviews and assessments 
of the project and nothing has come up telling us that the project is 
not feasible," said the source. The Prime Ministry's approval has 
been secured and the contract with Salini is only awaiting 
signature. 

Among many farmers in the Jordan valley there is a common 
conviction that Wadi Al Mallaha (Salt Valley), feeding the pro¬ 
posed JD62 milli on Al Karamah dam, is to bring a saline water 
supply. If their feelings are true, the 55 million cubic meter dam 
will not help in their irrigation nor will it become their drinking 
fountain. Other concerned parties studying the site had mixed reac¬ 
tions. Some, including the Jordan Valley Authority are backing the 
Karamah project Others are launching a campaign to scrap it 
altogether. 

A special government technical committee appointed by the 
Ministry of Planning okayed the project. The committee studied 
the recommendations of the survey results of Alexander Gipps, a 
company that tested the site. Gipps started its assessment of the site 
in 1985 and submitted its survey results in 1991. "With many spe¬ 
cialists on its board, the national committee delivered a report that 
approved the construction of the Karamah dam," says Mr Abdul 
Aziz Al Washah, general secretary of the Jordan Valley Authority. 
"I respect those who have criticized the project, but I assure you 
that the appointed committee would have recommended against the 
construction of Al Karamah dam if it had found serious flaws in 
the project," Mr Washah told The Star. The official response to 
water salinity is that it exists of course, but its intensity will not 
render the water useless to all agriculture. "Scientific and engineer¬ 
ing solutions are available for die problems chat may come up," 
says an independent expert 

Experts such as former National Resource Authority director, Mr 
Kamal Jreisat, emphasized that any dam development is essentially 
a good project for Jordan. "I'm not against the Karamah dam pro¬ 
ject yet I think we should carry in-depth geological and geophysi¬ 
cal research on the dam site before we begin construction," he told 
The Star. 

The controversy over the dam surfaced recently in the local press 
in a relentless campaign championed by the outspoken Dr Azin Al 
Homoud, a consultant to the Ministry of Public Works and Hous¬ 
ing, and a professor at the University of Sciences and Technology. 
Dr Homoud, in a series of articles in Al Aswaq, attacked the pro¬ 
ject He said that alternative projects exist and deserve more 
attention. 

"The project will be a waste of national resources and it will have 
an insignificant internal rate of return," says the geophysidsL The 
1967 frozen Kbalid Ibin Al Walid (Al Wxhda) dam can be the most 
strategic water project for Jordan. This project should be brought 
back to life—as die most viable. It can bring fresh water to the 
lrbid, Zerqa and Amman areas where water is badly needed," Dr 
Homoud told 77m? Star. His Majesty King Hussein inaugurated the 
Al Wihda Dam construction in the mid 1960s. 

Al Wthda's reservoir capacity is three times that of Al Karamah, 
according to Dr Hommoud. "As the expenses for building the 
Karamah project go up, the alternatives begin to look like a more 
attractive investment of public finances,", another expert says. The 
Jordan River is a natural feeder for Al Wihda ami current changes 
in our relations with Israel may permit such development today, the 
expert added. Dr Homoud thinks that "the Karrnah Dam should be 
at the bottom of the hst of priorities." 

The project controversy coupled with the recent seismic activi¬ 
ties enhanced Dr Homoud's argument "I was the first Jordanian 
expert who raised the issue of dynamic stability and seismicity of 
the dam," says Dr Homoud. "The foundation of the dam in com¬ 
parison to other dams in Jordan is a weak one. It is composed of 
alternating layers of sand and clay, so under an earthquake measur¬ 
ing 6.0 on the Richter scale, the sand may lose its shear strength 
and destabilize the entire embankment dam [rock-fill dam]." 

The probabilities of a major earthquake in the area is increased 
through time. The constant movemenr of the earth's crust surround¬ 
ing the Jordan Valley fault may be negligible according to Dr 
Homoud. But this may eventually mount enough pressure that a 
sudden tension release may cause a major earthquake. A 1927 
earthquake rocked the valley and was felt as far as Nablus. 

Mr Jreisat agrees with Dr Homoud that seismic activity threatens 
the dam, suggesting that a serious earthquake drill is in order if a 
study is to be complete. "In India, the pressure of a dam on a fault 
underneath caused an earthquake in the area." Mr Jreisat recalls. Dr 
Homoud warns that a major earthquake will result in a horizontal 
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Jordan says no to 
lifting boycott 

■ American Jewish leaders 
wound up a visit to Jordan, with 
no apparent progress on their 
efforts to get the kingdom to end 
its commitment to end the Arab 
boycott according to the Asso¬ 
ciated Press. Robert Lifton, presi¬ 
dent of the American Jewish 
Council, described as "highly val¬ 
uable" a meeting his delegation 
held with a group of Jordanian 
businessmen. Jordanian leaders 
and businessmen told team that 
they remain committed to the 
peace process, and lhat an end to 
the 43-year old ban on trade with 
Israel could come only as a part of 
an overall peace settlement. His 
Majesty King Hussein met with 
the delegation shortly after its arri¬ 
val from Saudi Arabia, and told 
that team that Jordan could not 
break ranks with the Arab league 
and adopt a unilateral decision on 
the boycott. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hussein reiterated 
this point and said that the boycott 
was a by-product of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and the issue could 
be tackled only when a solution js 
found to the dispute itself. Mr Lif- 
ton said he received "a pledge to 
seek ways and means for a coop¬ 
eration with American firms." 

The team's visit to Jordan is a 
part of a tour on Arab countries 
seeking to lift a secondary part of 
the boycott—a ban on firms who 
have trade links with Israel. While 
on their visit to Saudi Arabia, Mr 
Lifton said while Saudi leaders 
reaffirmed their support for die 
peace process, they did not give 
any indication they planned to lift 
the ban on on dealings with firms 
trading with Israel. 

Prime Minister meets 
envoys 

M The Prime Minister, Dr Abdel 
Salam A1 Majali called on the 
newly appointed Jordanian ambas¬ 
sadors to Syria, Qatar, Oman, 
Morocco. Belgium, Germany, 
Greece. China and Australia to 
exert every possible effort in 
developing bilateral relations with' 
Arab and friendly* countries. Ar a 
meeting with them at the Prime 
Ministry. Dr Majali said ambassa¬ 


dors have an important role to 
play in explaining Jordan's posi¬ 
tions on political, economic, Arab 
and international issues. Dr Majali 
also called for a vigorous role of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
implementing His Majesty's King 
Hussein's foreign policy 
directives. 

A new training 
hospital at JUST 

M A new training hospital is to be 
opened at the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology(JUST) in 
Irbid. Work will start this Novem¬ 
ber and will take 44 months to 
complete, Mr Fayez AJ Khasaw- 
neh, vice-president of the univer¬ 
sity told Petra. He said the con¬ 
tract for the construction of the 
hospital has been given to a Span¬ 
ish construction firm that- will 
train medical students and serve 
the citizens of A1 Ramtha and 
other parts in the north of the 
country. He said that the JD 48 
million contract was given on the 
basis (hat at least 25 percent of the 
works wall be executed by Jorda¬ 
nian contractors for the Spanish 
firm. Also Jordan's private 
Applied Science University 
(ASU), is to establish a medical 
college in accordance with its 10- 
year plan approved by the 
Supreme Council for Higher Edu¬ 
cation. This wall be the third medi¬ 
cal school in the country after the 
University of Jordan and that of 
Science and Technology. 

The two seas meet 

■ A Jordanian proposal to link 
the Dead Sea with the Red Sea 
was recently, made to one of the 
multilateral committees on water 
resources at its recent meeting in 
Peking. It was reported in Al Red 
that such a proposal would be 
backed by the World Bank. Dr 
Munthir Hadadeen, the head of 
the Jordanian water delegation 
said earlier that the two seas 
would be linked through a number 
of pipes and open canals—one of 
the purposes being to generate 
electricity^ He we$ 1 qg.to.say la that 
the counffjes- mk; wopld- benefit, ; 
from sudf a project would be Jot-" ‘ 
dan, Palestine and Israel, despite 
die fact that this is a Jordanian 


made by the Jordan Valley 
Authority. Such a proposal if put 
into practice would have a posi¬ 
tively effect around it in areas 
such as Wadi Araba and create 
enormous job opportunities in that 
particular area. 

The next round of the multilat¬ 
eral talks on water will be held in 
Oman next April, making it the 
first time that Israel has been 
invited to a Persian Gulf country 
according to The Jerusalem Post. 
It was Oman that proposed the 
□ext round of water talks should 
be held in its capital. According to 
Israel's delegation bead, Mr Avra- 
ham Katzon, she made the propo¬ 
sal after consultation with other 
Gulf states. 

Beit Al Maqdess 
formed 

M A new movement, Beit Al 
Maqdess announced its formation 
and said it plans to raise funds for 
projects independently of the 
PLO. The movement calls for a 
Palestinian confederation with Jor¬ 
dan. Its spokesman Mr Moham¬ 
mad Sbeih denied that Beit Al 
Maqdess was related to any out¬ 
side country and said, "We don't 
take orders from anybody." Sbeih, 
a former journalist and often con¬ 
sidered critical of the PLO said 
the movement is supported by 
maany academics and business¬ 
men. He told The Jerusalem Post 
that it had redeved support from 
Gulf states as well as Jordan and 
has been promised JD 12 million 
for projectss including a new law 
college. Sbeih said that the move¬ 
ment (whose name refers to Jeru¬ 
salem) was not set up to oppose 
the PLO. but it did have some 
political differences. For example, 
be said that Jordan would have a 
better chance than the PLO of 
resting concessions on Jerusalem. 

Iran oil via Israel 

M Iran is shipping oil to Eilat, 
from where it is being pumped to 
Ashdod and shipped on to Europe 
ft£oifling to the Loudon-based, 
newsletter Foreign ' Report:' The 
arrangement means that the Irani¬ 
ans can avoid shipping the oil 
around the tip of Africa enabling 


them to sell it at a discount price 
on the international market. Iran 
has recently increased its ofl pro¬ 
duction in an attempt to service it 

$30 milli on foreign debt 

Election box 

■ The biggest banner this cam¬ 
paign has seen was in the Balqa' 
constituency. Its length was 30 
meters and its width eight meters. 
All in all it came to 240 square 
meters. This banner used up 13 
cans of paint and 300 meters of 
rope. It took 23 people to hang the 
banner. 

M Jordan will receive JD 550,000 
from the European Community 
(EC) to help finance the cost of 
the November 1993 elections. 
Interior minister Mr Salameb 
Hamad thanked 
the EC for the 
grant which was 
made through the 
Ministry of For¬ 
eign Affairs. The 
EC representa¬ 
tive in Amman who signed the 
agreement said that this contribu¬ 
tion was made to support the 
Kingdom's democratic march. 

M In Al Zerqa constituency there 
are 53 candidates fighting over six 
seats. The place for debates and 
meetings between the electorates 
and their candidates is in the 
Union Building in Zerqa. Every 
night at least four candidates are 
invited to meet to discuss their 
election platform with voters. 

M The tribal factor will be most 
dominant in Al Taflieh for 13 out 
of a total of 17 prospective candi¬ 
dates who will be standing for the 
elections. Only four belong to 
political parties: two are from the 
Islamic Action Front, one from 
the Arab Bath Socialist Party and 
one from Waad. 

M Mr Raid Al Duoub has with¬ 
drawn from the election race for 
the Karak constituency. Two other 
candidates from the same district, 
Mr Shaher Rawshdeh and Mr Ali 
; -Tarawneh had also withdrayp, eaj-,., 
TlierZ.Jt was . .understood 
was done to consolidate votes for 
the other candidates to help diem 
win. 
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Candidates 
for elections 



By Ali Saadeh 
Special to The Star 

THE HIGH Court's decision last 
week to reverse the Minister of 
Interior's ban on the holding of 
public rallies gave the election 
campaign a new and much-needed 
push in the race by 548 candidates 
(including three women), to the 
Lower House on 8 November. 

The Election Law divided the 
country imo a number of constiru- - 
encies which differ in size, popu¬ 
lation and representatives. But in 
this election, unlike the 1989 one, 
voters will cast one vote. Today, 
the electoral map lodes like this: 


Ragheb and Reid Al Sbaka'a as 
well as former deputy Fares Al 
NabilsL The 1AF is fielding Dr 
Ibrahim Zaid Al KilanL Five Cir- 
cassians/Sbishin are running, 
including former deputy Maqsonr 
Murad and two of the three 
women, Tujan Faisal and Janet Al 
Mufti, (daughter of former prime 
minister Said Al Mufti). Engineer 
Kamal Jalonqa and Fathi Snoubar 
are also running for the Circassian/ 
Shishin seat The Christian seat is 
contested by former deputy Fakhri 
Kawar and journalist George 
Hadad. 

Fourth District: Has two Muslim 
seats and 89,069 registered voters. 


The Amman Goveznorate was " Among the contenders are former 


divided into seven electoral dis¬ 
tricts: First District: Has three 
Muslim seats and die number of 
registered voters is 100 , 392 . There 
are 21 contenders for die three 
seats including former deputy 
Abdel Aziz Jaber (IAF), Dr Theib 
Abdallah 1 (independent Islamist, 
and member of the Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood), Dr Ahmad Awaisheh 
(independent Islamist), former 
independent Islamist deputy Dr 
Ali Fakir, journalist Hamadah Far- 
raneh, Azmi Al Khawaja (general 
secretary of Popular Unionist 
• Party (PUP). Musa Qu wider (Dem¬ 
ocratic Socialist party), Fuad Dab- 
bour and Walid Ramahi (indepen¬ 
dents). Three candidates from the 
D'ajah tribe are running: Hamad 
Abu Jamous, Hashed Al Baraxtoh.. 


i.ranjl.ghakd-AJiQanawL Mofiajp^ nfog- The^ 
■marf-Nurfian (Al'Hussein Sporfs "* tribes have m 
Club president) and the president date in these c 
of the Lawyers Association Dr cassian/Shishi 
Kamal Nasser are also contesting. dare and for 

Second District: Has three seats Qujak is con 
and the number of registered vot- Snobar, Zuhd 
ers is 114,850.There are22candi- AdelRamadai 
dates in cl u d i n g two former depn- Sixth Distri 
ties from die IAF, Abdel Munlm seats and one 
Abu Zant and Hamzafa Mansour. the number ol 
Three Muslim Brotherhood mem- 46,624. The N 
bers are running as independents, tested by 17 < 
Taysser Bosh j is die candidate former depn 
of the Democratic Arab Islamic Alawi, Moha 
Movement (Du'aa 1 ). The left is die IAF, Abd 
being represented by lawyer Said (independent 
Tayem and Fabd Al Bayari (Al mad Aba Ks 
Wihdat Sports Club president)— and Mufiadi 

both are close to Fatah, Rateb ■ C hri s ti an seat 
Jndcfa' of the PUP and Nizar Al former depu 
Kayed of the Progressive Demo- Hashd candid 
cratic Party. Two former deputies Sama'n Kawi 
are also miming : Wabced JaTjari Mustafa Ma’i 
and Mohammad Thowieb. TV Faraj. 
actor Rouhi Al Safadi and a taxi Middle Bed 
driver, Saleh Abu Jassar, are con- trict The las 
testing the elections as well tricts, which 

Third District: Has three Mus- 32,466 registe 
iim seats, ooe Circassian/Shishin candidates an 
seat and one Christian seat The two seats ind 
number of registered voters is ties Mohamm 
108,109. Eighteen Muslims are and Jamal K 
contesting including former prime faces comped: 
minis ter and deputy Taber Al ers from the 
Masri, former minister s Ali Abu therc are two 


deputy Anwar Al Hadid, IAF can¬ 
didate Mohammad Abdel Karim 
Al Maharmah, Abdel Rahm an Al 
Qatamah, Ahmad Abu Zaid, Issa 
Al Hadid and Mohammad Ibrahim 
AlHnaiti. 

Fifth District: A hot district that 
has five Muslim seats one of 
which is a Circassian/Shishin seat: 
The number of registered voters is 
101,488. Thirty-eight candidates 
are contesting this district's seats 
including three IAF candidates; 
former deputies Dr Hamam Said 
and Dr Mohammad Abu Fares, 
and Nimr AJ Assaf. Former inde¬ 
pendent deputy Dr Ahmad Al 
Abbadi, Med Mousa Al Manr, 
Mohammad Al Kilani. former dep¬ 
uty Atta Al Shah wan and joumal- 
J&sEfe? M Udwan^R also ran* 


tjSqg- The ^ grid AbbarL 

tribes have more m to one candi¬ 
date in these elections. For the Cir- 
cassian/Shishin seat, IAF candi¬ 
date and former deputy Daowd 
Qujak is competing with Munir 
Snobar, Zuhdi Naur Al Din and 
Adel Ramadan. 

Sixth District: Has two Muslim 
seats and one Christian seat tod 
the number of registered voters is. 
46,624. The Muslim seats are con¬ 
tested by 17 candidates including 
former deputies Abdel Hafiz 
Alawi, Mohammad Azaydeh of 
die IAF, Abdel Majid Al Aqtash 
(independent Islamist), Moham¬ 
mad Abu Kaf (Madaba mayor) 
and Mufadi Al HntiamaL The 
Christian seat is hotly contested by 
former deputy Saad -Hadadm, 
Hashd candidate Salem Al Nahas, 
Sama'n Kawar, NaM Hadadm, 
Mustafa Ma’aia’ and Samih Al 
Faraj. 

Middle Bedouin (Seventh) Dis¬ 
trict The last of Amman’s dis¬ 
tricts, which has two seats tod 
32,466 registered voters. Fourteen 
candidates are competing for foe 
two scats including former depn-'; 
ties Mohammad Adoub Al Zaben 
and Jamal Khneisha. Dr Zaben 
faces competition from three oth¬ 
ers from the stoic tribe, wirQe 
there are two from foe Fayez tribe 


candidate s. Gba 2 i Al Fayez and 
Fabd Hakam Al Fayez and two 
Zuhair tribe candidates. 

Zarqa Governorate: There is a 
dis crepancy between the number 
of seats enjoyed by this goverao- 
rate, six in local, and the number of 
registered voters: 207,492. Of foe 
six seats, four are for Muslims, 
one is for Circassians/Shishm and 
one is for Christians. There are 54 
candidates including former depu¬ 
ties Thieb Anis and Mohammad 
Ahmad Al Haj and Dr Bassam 
Umoush (all of the IAF). Former 
deputies Salameh Al Gweiri, Ziad 
Abu Mahfouz and former Tafileb 
deputy Fuad Al Khalafat are also 
running as independents- Journal¬ 
ist Saleh Al Qalab (Fatah) and 
Nadia Bushnaq are also contesting 
the Zerqa seats. The Circassian/ 
Shufoin-sear is being-contested by 
former deputy Abdel Baqi Gammo 
■ who is facing Adel Boulad- and 
Sharaf AJ Din Al ShishanL For the 
Christian seat, fromer deputy Bas¬ 
sam Hadadfin (Hashd) is compet¬ 
ing against Adeeb Hawatmeh 
(brother of the DFLFs head Nayef 
Hawatmeh), Dr Tayseer Anted, 
journalist Jihad Jbara and Dr 
Anwar Habaibeh. '•••■ 

Balqa Govemorate: Forty seven 
candidates are competing for foe 
govemorate's eight seats, two of 
which are for Christians. Number 
of registered voters is 134,916. 
Christian candidates, include for- 
‘ “ tod 


Tadros. Muslim candidates include 
four -IAF candidates: former. 
Lower House Speaker Dr Abdel 
Lateef Arabiyat, formerdeputy 
Ibrahim Al Khreisat; Ur - Naefl 
Masalha and Dr . Mohammad 
Oweida, the latter is supplied by 
Baqto camp residents. They are 
competing against former deputy 
and minister Dr Abdallah Nsoor, 
former deputy Awni ' Bashir. 
Hashem Dabbas, Ibrahim Shihdeh 
(Baqaa camp sports club presi¬ 
dent), Mustafa SfiiKflcto OOono- 
cratit Sodalist Party), and Dr Said 
Thito of the PUF.;Ftomer deputy 
Sultan Al Udwan faces stiff com¬ 
petition from three of his tribe 
mem bos. 

Tafilab Govemorate: Has three 
seats and 28,714 rostered voters. 
Among foe 17 candidates: former 
deputy and IAF candidate Dr 
Abdallah Akayleh, fonnrir deputy 
Th ru him Al Ghababtoah, journalist 
Mohammad Dawodieh, Dr Rateb 
Al Saud and Mohammad Al Quran., 
(general secretary of Al Wa'd 
Party). 

Irbid Govemorate: Is divided 
into five, districts: Triad City tod 


dum, d«H«a 

ambassador *55 

abroad and rtqum *** 
the MlnfatH- of F 
Aflbirs that ho reaanio 
ministry-. ; -1 

B The Government of M* 
dan has offidaDy reeMted 

the Comores Wands and tat- 

decided to upgrade ite dMo- 

maH f relations with th® 

Islands to that of n tw®’ 

resident ambassador, tbe* 
befog Jordan's ambassador: 
to Yemen- 

■ The Government ha* 
agreed to guarantee an JD 8 
million loan to the Jordan 
Cement Company Tot 
expansion-. 

■ A Royal Decree has beer 
passed giving assent to the 
recent organizational and 
adminis trative reforms at the;' 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The new reforms mean that 
the ministry will be divided 
into 14 departments. Includ¬ 
ing an economic department 
nnrf a press office. 


Likud win in 
Jerusalem 
threatens : 
peace 
process 


Continaed on page 3 


Continued from page 1 


Etonians also claim as their capi¬ 
tal. Hanna Sinora, the editor of Al 
Ftom. confcmptefod atoning foe foe 
iCjflis htotik itm twti^ars 

were burned in a warning from 
Palestinian extremists to keep 
away from the existing city gov- 
exnment Palestinian sources said 
the. PLO had agreed only to 
refrain from issuing a leaflet urg¬ 
ing Palestinians not to vote. 
Meron Benvenito, a social scien¬ 
tist and former deputy mayor, had - 
rejoined Kollek’s side and recently 
appealed for 15,000 to 20,000 
Arab votes, saying "these may be 
foe last elections" before the status 
of Jerusalem is negotiated. In an 
advertisement in the Arabic news¬ 
paper An Nahar appealing for Pal¬ 
estinian support, Kollek warned 
that voting for Olroert meant vot-.: 
ing for foe "enemies of peace."' ^ J; 

Muniripa] elections held in 158 
cities of Israel Tuesday breathed . 
some life into foe apposition" 
Likud party, which lost thel 
national elections last year and has - 
shown recent signs of collapse. 
Although , most of the races were . 
decided on local issues, Likud., 
leader Benyamin Netanyahu 
boasted chat "Likud did not crash ; 
~. it gained strength." ■ . 

LA Tillies-Washington Post 
Newsservice “ \ 


Karamah 


m 



Continued frrom page 1 

displacement of up to eight meters 
and a vertical one of up to two 
meters under foe right abutment of 
foe dam. But this is not alL "foe 
wave action requires special pre¬ 
cautions as well The expected liq¬ 
uefaction of foe wave action may 
settle the dam crest by about 10 
meters," says Dr Homoud. 

The life of foe dam, projected at 
50 years by the designer, was put 
to foe tea too.' "Even under static 
conditions, continuous seepage, 
dissolution of foe gypsum and hal- 
hte under the foundation, consoli¬ 
dation and settlement of die clay 
layers and the sink boles in foe 
reservoir arc all serious defects in 
foe site requiring expensive engi¬ 
neering solutions." These defects 
conld translate to problems in foe 
future—the geophysicist antici¬ 
pated expensive continuous main- 
tainance of the dam site 
eventually. 

Though Dr Homoud is a young 
engineer compared to foe team of 
engineers who were chosen to 
decide on foe dam studies, his sig¬ 
nificant academic background 
may have won him listening ears 
in government and among profes¬ 
sionals in the field. He was 
awarded a PhD in. soil dynamics 
from foe Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MTT) in 1990, toe 
of the top schools in the world ■ 


By Chris Hnirie - 7 
Special in the Star 

WHILE JORDANIAN manufac¬ 
turers line up to sign co¬ 
production agreements with inter¬ 
national c or p ora tions, a respected 
private sector voice Is arguing that 
orthodox Jordanian thinking on 
export-led growth is ftadameop 

tally flawed. 

1 don't believe in jumping into 
areas where we; are faced with 
fi g hting GM, or Renault, or Sam¬ 
sung, or GoldStar, because there is 
simply no way to fight them,” says 
Leith AJ Qassem, chief executive : 
officer of foe Jordan Technology 
Group which functions to encour¬ 
age investment in technology in 
Jordan. 

Speaking at at a round table 
conference organized on 30 Octo¬ 
ber by Economic Perspectives, 
Jordan's biweekly economics; 
newssBew, Qassem threw cold 
water on foe hopes of those who. 
believe Jordanian manufacturers ; 
can penetrate international markets ' 
by exporting consumer goods pro-' 
dneed in 'Jordan under agn»emftm<t 
with established global names. 

"Most of the products which we ~ 
import into Jordan are mass- 
produced and—whether cars, or 
TVs, or consumer electronics—' 


have a very stball labor compo¬ 
nent," said Qasstoi.. "Bat Jordan's 
advantage ;is in. Iow~ cost skafied 
labor, to it doesn't make sense for 
7 Jordan to get into mato-cohsomer 
. items." - .., 7 • _ ; - .- ■ . • 

. The ftmdamental problem, he 
said,' is that of scale. Jordaniaii 
mamjfacturcrs cannot^ hope to 
compete with East Asian oc West- 
eto giants whose automated 
assembly lines may. tem tot-mil- - 
. lions of units eadi year. -Z V ' -V. 

"The economies - of scabs .will: 
never become high enough forJor- ; 

, danian producers to be competi¬ 
tive on a cost basis oxccpCtothedr 
own market, 1 and' foe cany reason 
they can compete there is because 
of tariff structuring.”' 

. He said the ability of Jor&man . . 
. producers to' export in the interna¬ 
tional . maricat -for mass-produced' ■ 
‘consumer manufactures is depen- 
demupdn'jKIateral protocoB.;- 
v_- -Lotol companies involved^ih fhe : 
assembly of -electriad appharices 
of South - Korean origin^ have 
recently announced toocesses" in 
this- fonn;of export.' Th^ hayr. 
clainied that the locafized assem¬ 
bly and.re-etpoit of^qbal brand-, 
name products is foe. first step in' 
establishing an independent elec¬ 
tronics industry in Jordan.- -*•- 
' Bui Qassem argues that prefe¬ 


rential export agreemcnis andpro- 
tectiomst tariff structures b ree d 
short term illusions While storing 
up problems, for; foe fotnre. He. - 
fears Jordanian companies who ' 
rely ppon artificial advantages will'"'' 7 

collaj»e when they ure ultimately : - 

foroed to compete in the kass con- - • 
genial c limat e of an open market. -■ 

. '.Xte .alternative, he said, is fto - 
Jordan to build upon foe real com- 
petitiye advantage-it possesses to'7- 
ds low-cost skiDed work force, •f- 
Rtoier than -seeking to emulate >r2 
South Bast Asfsm mass-produced . 
soccesses, he azgues that Jtodan * 
should, sdea .distinctive products .=• 
with a large skilfcd-Ubor input end • 


"Yqo have to'choose ah industry :- 
Which takes advantage of Jordan's 
skiilca manpewer... Jordan can. - 
uotopete in the autpnwbiks indhs- ; 
try and oiriy- if, it produces a 

***- M compefifor:-* 
We should be producing medal- - 
used vehicles, such as fire txSSa ot l 
mrport rescue i vehicles. , where :: 

there are only perhaps a thousand : 

nmts produced each year. . . . 

to foe broadest sense, he said, 
touaniai investors should put foe 
Tarwan dream on bokj while they 
take a closer look at Harrier jump 

jets and grand pianos. ■ _ 
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Women candidates: 

Hopeful against 
the odds 


By Amy Henderson 
Star Staff Writer 


JORDAN'S THREE women can¬ 
didates say that the naysayers are 
wrong: despite the change in elec¬ 
tion law and despite the failure to 
elect a woman to Parliament in the 
lasL election, their chances this 
year are better than ever. 

Toujan Faisal, Janet AI Mufti 
and Nadia Bushnaq, who all ran in 
for Parlia¬ 
ment in 
989, agree 



that 

change in 
the election 
law dealt a 
severe 
blow to the 
confidence 
of women 
who intend¬ 
ed to run 
for Parlia¬ 
ment this Nadia Bushnaq 
time around. 



The number of women running 
this year is only one-quarter of the 
number who ran in 1989. 

Jordan's one man, one vote sys¬ 
tem affected women's participa¬ 
tion in two ways. This year, vot¬ 
ers have to think it over their one 
vote is much more precious than 
.before. The new system "makes it 
ward to get to the more conven¬ 
tional, conservative sectors and 
convince them to vote for a wom¬ 
an," Faisal told The Star. "And it 
has really discouraged women." 

! ' Women generally have no po¬ 
etical background, she added, 
yhich makes people hesitant to 
jpte for them. 

In 1989, none of the 12 women 
candidates secured a seat in the 
Lower House, causing women to 
lose faith in their ability to com¬ 
pete with men, the candidates 
said. And many may have been 
intimidated by the tactics of the Is¬ 
lamists. 

Nevertheless, the candidates say 
a few cards are stacked in their fa¬ 
vor this time. "I think I can win," 

♦vadia Bushnaq, a candidate from 
the Zerqa District, told The Star. 

Zerqa is generally considered one 
of Jordan's most difficult and con¬ 
servative districts. She is running 
for one of four Muslim seats 
against S3 other candidates. 

People in Zerqa won’t be voting 
as heavily for the Islamists this 
year, and she expects to draw 
some of those votes. 

"They aren't doing anything for 
us." she saidLn Sjfleopla boratotenta^- who know 
ly tell us«bvd*d su^pbftttfl teflMpO tfifc’ 1 impor- 
for many years—now they don't lance of de- 
hclp us.' People have lost faith in 
the Muslims," she told The Star, 

Bushnaq has been active in so¬ 
cial work in the Zerqa area for 20 
years. She expects support from 
people met during her social work 
and increased support from wom¬ 
en. 

"Women will vote more freely 
in this election," she said And 
they will vote in greater numbers, 
she believes, because they "didn't 
care for the last Parliament, and 
this year, women understand the 
democratic process more," she 
added. 

Although she is relying heavily 
< o support from women, her plai- 
loim appeals to a wider array of 
Jordanians because it tackles so- 
tfal issues beyond women's rights. 


vorite to win because of what vot¬ 
ers perceive to be the 
mance on the part of KJP Monsonr 
Mourad. 

Moored is her strongest oppo¬ 
nent, she said In the last election, 
she fi nis he d third behind Mourad 
and an Islamist candidate, but this 
year will be a tougher call for vot¬ 
ers, she said, because of the new 
election law. 

Although Mufti an d Faisal are 
running for the same seat, neither 
woman believes it will impede ha 
success. On the contrary, said Fai¬ 
sal, it gives people more opportu¬ 
nity to throw their support behind 
a woman. 

Faisal is hoping for greater suc¬ 
cess this year than during the last 
elections, when she was subjected 
to an attack by fundamentalists ac¬ 
cusing her of apostasy. Their at¬ 
tacks on her character, she said 
only served to reinforce her com¬ 
mitment to running for Parliament 
this year. 

"If we give them a chance to in¬ 
timidate us, it will affect all those 
who come after us with progres¬ 
sive and liberal ideas," she told 
The Star: ”1 thought it was my 
duty to run again so people will be 
encouraged to run despite the 
power of the fimdamental-ists." 

Her audi- 



election it 
was men 
who sup¬ 
ported 
me—more 
than wom¬ 
en— 

because 1 
presented 
myself as a 
politician" 
she said. "But now, with their ex¬ 
periences with the last Parliament; 


Janet Al Mufti 


women are more supportive of 
women candidates." 

Her political activities as well 
as her human rights struggle make 
her a popular candidate for the un¬ 
derprivileged and the politically 
conscientious. 

"When you are a human rights 
advocate, you are fighting for the 
underprivileged, usually women 
and chil¬ 
dren." she 
said 
"Women 
with politi¬ 
cal views 


roocracy in 
the Arab 
World will 
also be sup¬ 
porting me. 



"People in Zerqa lack so many 
things." she said. "We have no 
places for the youth. There is no 
library in our gjovemorate. I have 
full programs in miod for social 
issues." 

The Circassian/Shishin seat in 
Amman's Third District is being 
sought by Mufti and FaisaL The 
district also has one Christian and 
tour Muslim seats. 

Mufti, a leader of the women’s 
movement in Jordan, is relying on 
women's votes and hopes to bene¬ 
fit from her 40 years experience in 
public service. 

"Women should be represented 
women." she said. "I am run¬ 
ning as a Jordanian citizen, as a 
candidate for everyone, but I do 
hope 1 will have the opportunity to 
tackle women's issues in Parlia¬ 
ment." she said. 

She also hopes to draw votes 
from supporters of Kama! Jallou- 
ka. who withdrew from the cam¬ 
paign Monday, encouraging his 
supporters to vote for Mura. Her 
supporters believe she is the fa- 


Mea will be Toujan Faisal 

supporting 

me mainly 

because 1 am a politician, and be¬ 
cause they appreciate anyone who 
is willing to take risks for what be 
believes in." 

Most important to Faisal is see¬ 
ing that democracy is implement¬ 
ed in the country and that wom¬ 
en's rights are fulfilled in both the 
public and private sector. 

"If we have women MPs, one of 
their roles should be to make sure 
that the executive branch of gov¬ 
ernment gives fair treatment to 
women and assign them to posts 
they are qualified for," she said. 
"And they should keep an eye on 
the private sector because this is 
also regulated through laws. Par¬ 
liament does have some say about 
the application of the law it creat¬ 
ed." In all, she thinks she can win 
as long as elections "go fair." 

The race for Parliament has 
been long, but Bushnaq, Mufti 
and Faisal all agree that if elected, 
the real battle will begin. "1 expect 
to be opposed within Parliament," 
said Faisal. “Especially by the 
fundamentalists." Not only in the 
fight for women, but also m the 
fight for democracy and freedom, 
she said. 

"There are many powers in Jor¬ 
dan who have benefited from the 
absence of democracy and who 
are trying to hinder the process." 

At the end of the day, a woman 
Parliamentarian will be a signifi¬ 
cant achievement for Jordanian 
women, but considering the chal¬ 
lenges, not a very enviable posi¬ 
tion. ■ 


Solid support for peace exists 

tinned from page 1 


Continued 


ation in Jordan created by the 
absorption of refugees and the af- 
uv-etfccts of the Gulf War, the 
ambassador said. "We feel it is 
very crucial io address the structu¬ 
ral. economic problems of Jor- 

lJj "Wc know in the area that we 
arc losing a lot of opportunities 
in trade, transportation and lour- 

Um." he said. “Still, to convince 
ihc world to come and invest in 
our area, we need stability. 

Mr Tamwnch said Jordan would 
like to see the United S'ares put 
more effort into 

movement" in the Israeli-Syrian 
and Urncli-Lebanese 

He slid that the UniittJ Sfoics 
should work to keep foe stale of 
,\iluncc in the peace process. 


The ambassador underscored 
his views on the importance of ec¬ 
onomic cooperation when asked 
about the possibility of a confed¬ 
eration between the Palestinians 
and Jordan. Political confedera¬ 
tion, he said, "is foe least wony. 
What is more important is the eco¬ 
nomic arrangements that will pre¬ 
vail in the future." 

Discussion on political confed¬ 
eration should wait until the final 
status negotiations determine foe 
issues of borders, withdrawal and 
security, he said. 

"It is very important to meet me 
time targets. Otherwise we are 
pushing some of those who are in 
the silent majority towards opposi¬ 
tion," DrTarawneh said. ■ 
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is Majesty King Hussein, Commander-in-Chief of ike Armed Forces, visited the family of soldier Hussein Mohammad in the 
village of Deir Abi Saeed on Saturday. The soldier was killed daring an attack by three gunmen on a military checkpoint near 
Kartaneh Friday, Five other soldiers were injured in the attack. The King was accompanied by His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, His Royal Highness Prince AH and Lt-Gen. Abdel Hafez Mired. His Majesty consoled the family of the bereaved. The 
fondly expressed their appreciation for His Majesty's concern. An army statement said earlier that the three gunmen had ignored 
orders to identify themselves and shot at the soldiers who retaliatedThe assailants were killed in the incident 


Dr Bassam Al Saket: 


'The Israelis putting the 
cart before the horse 1 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Since 1988 
the Jordanian economy has rid¬ 
den a roller coaster. Devalua¬ 
tion of the dinar, the Golf Cri¬ 
sis, and the recent breakthrough 
in the peace process have forced 
Jordan to constantly redo its 
equations. Minister of Trade 
and Industry Dr Bassam Al 
Saket recently spoke with The 
Star’s Ben Wedeman about the 
ftitnre direction of the economy. 
Excerpts follow. 


How would yon evaluate Jor¬ 
danian industry? 

The industrial sector in Jordan 
is a newly emerging sector in the 
true sense, that is, involving capi¬ 
tal, technical know-how and tech¬ 
nology and standards and codes. 
Traditionally the Jordanian econ¬ 
omy was geared to agriculture, but 
in recent years industry and min¬ 
ing have emerged as the leading 
sectors from the point of view of 
their contribution to foreign 
exchange resources, employment 
and from dieir ability to respond, does.. 
Fpftvfifcangeslu thewoHdi 15 *'?;■' 'i j"™*** 
example IF&£ 

ticals industry. There’ are no 
restrictions on imports and no 
government protectionist 

umbrella, and yet it has managed 
to survive and compete in the 
international market 
We are very happy that we have 
entrepreneurs in the manufactur¬ 
ing sector able to survive without 
protectionism. That does not mean 
that our policy is totally free in foe 
field of manufacturing. The sector 
still has its own worries and con¬ 
cerns. Many infant industries need 
a breathing spell of protection. 

They face competition from over¬ 
seas. not only normal competition, 
but also dumping/ 

An example is Jordan's cement 
companies. Cement production is 
energy intensive. Energy repre¬ 
sents almost 55 percent of the cost 
per unit of cement, and has to be 
totally imported. Jordanian] 
cement companies face unfair 
competition from Asian cement 
exporters, in particular from Thai¬ 
land, Japan and China, and some 
of these countries follow a dump¬ 
ing policy. The cement industry is 
calling on the government to put 
together an assistance package 
whereby either fees are reduced, 
export taxes waived, or other 
measures taken to help keep their 
links with overseas markets. 

Our entrepreneurs are finding 
ways to tackle this issue through 
increasing production and reduc¬ 
ing costs, and utilizing raw materi¬ 
als in the sense that we should 
really shift our policy from export¬ 
ing raw materials to increasing the 
value added inside die country by 
manufacturing the raw materials. 

An example is phosphate prod¬ 
ucts. We have developed an indus¬ 
trial partnership with India and 
Japan to utilize ore in Jordan 
through joint ventures producing 
fertilizers and other products 
dependent on phosphate. We like 
to use the slogan "Making Life 
from the Dead Sea." There you 
have the minerals and so many 
derivatives wailing to be 
exploited. The downstream indus¬ 
tries in the Dead Sea are the cen¬ 
ter of our attention more than ever 
before. 

We have a dilemma in manufac¬ 
turing. Almost 17 percent of our 
active labor force is unemployed, 
and much of that is among gradu¬ 
ates—chemical engineers, civil 
engineers, even doctors. In light of 
this, we should not always empha¬ 
size the import of capital goods 
and the establishment of capital 
intensive industry. We are encour¬ 
aging investors to have certain 
gniriftiines in mind, firstly, they 
should be sensitive to capital/labor 
ratios and focus on more labor- 
intensive products. Secondly, they 
may rationalize energy use. 

Thirdly, they should have a sym¬ 
pathetic eye toward water. Water 
and energy are scarce resources. 


and our investment policy aims at 
rati onalizing their use. 

Trade, transport and communi¬ 
cation are growing sectors. Sixty 
percent of our GDP comes from 
services. We must resolve the 
dilemma of whether to focus on 
services or industry. Over the past 
20 years the government has 
invested almost JD 1.2 billion in 
education. With foe private sector, 
the total invested m education is 
almost double that. It is one of the 
highest in the world. It is an 
investment in human beings. 

We have created a banking sys¬ 
tem, insurance companies, trade, 
communications and health sec¬ 
tors —all these sectors fall within 
the category of services, and that 
matches foe comparative advan¬ 
tage of the country. I would be 
more inclined to encourage foe 
services sector than other sectors 
because they fit our ability and 
human capacity. 


What comparative advantages 
Jordan 


possess in 

taring?, 
abifflft of the. 


have almost 45,000 registered 
engineers and 35,000 doctors. The 
ratio of engineers to technicians is 
foe opposite of what exists in foe 
WesL We have three engineers to 
one technician. That does not 
harm us, but engineers have to 
change their altitudes and adapt 
themselves to shop floor kind of 
mechanics and work. The engi¬ 
neers have to use their hands 
rather than their offices. 

Jordan's comparative advantage 
is in services, in certain industries 
where labor costs are high in other 
countries and low in Jordan. The 
average salary of a worker here is 
about JD120 per mouth, compared 
with S30 a day in other countries. 
There is a labor advantage in Jor¬ 
dan, especially in small manufac¬ 
turing, and in agriculture. For 
example, if you match the labor 
costs with high agricultural pro¬ 
ductivity, you could have a highly 
competitive food processing 
industry. Productivity is very 
high. For example, the production 
of 1,000 square meters of land 
planted with tomatoes in Jordan is 
about 10 tonnes, compared to 
about half a tonne 15 years ago. 
This is high productivity by any 
standard. If you take into account 
foe low cost of labor, Iordan can 
compete even with Italy in tomato 
paste. But what is required is effi¬ 
cient overseas marketing opera¬ 
tions and an ability to maintain 
high standards. 


sane uons. 

They lost $60 
million, which 
was the cost of 
checking ships 
coming into 
Aqaba. It is a 
violation of 
consumers' 
rights. 

Commoditie 
s codling 
through foe 
Gulf of Aqaba 
are checked by 
the United 
Nations as well 
as the coalition 
partners. They 
stop ships, 
delaying them 
one day, two 
days, it could 
be 12 hours. 

One day wait¬ 
ing in Aqaba 
costs about 

$12,000. Sec- Dr Al Saket 

i ,<..»uu.^ondly, , we are . .. 

A t toiariari ! »stmg'lfnlpW 1 space becaoik':!^,^ of water 

t ^^i-Wspeed tip fcfficWV vnu must leave'' fcetned. 



you must leave" 


a space for removing containers 
on ships. You cannot unload in the 
middle of the sea. So our import¬ 
ers are importing less quantities 
on ships with a higher capacity, 
and are paying for the vacuum. 

We are telling our partners this 
is not necessary. There are other 
checkpoints for Iraq, and Jordan is 
abiding by the rules of foe Uni led 
Nations. 


There are so many areas to be 
settled now between Israel and 
Jordan. We would love to see 
things settled and to move quickly 
toward normalizing economic rela¬ 
tions and to have Israel treated as a 
unit in the Middle East Unfortu¬ 
nately, some Israelis are putting 
the cart before the horse. ■ 


Has Jordan recovered from 
the effects of foe Gulf War? 

No. Almost 54 percent of our 
exports before the Gulf War were 
to Iraq. Iraq was our economic 
depth over foe past 10 years. Now 
this market is closed except for 
what foe United Nations allows in. 
We haven't recovered from the 
loss of the Iraqi markets, and are 
now looking for other non- 
tradmonal markets, in Sudan anH 
Yemen, far example. We are also 
looking to develop Asian markets. 
That will Lake time. 

In a study for the United 
Nations, 1 estimated foe Golf 
War's total aggregate barm to foe 
Jordanian economy at about $6 
billion from 1990, and that is $2 
billion more than the govern¬ 
ment's estimates. We haven't 
recovered. We are asking our 
trade partners to look sympatheti¬ 
cally and realistically at the 
present situation. I recently spoke 
with European officials and told 
them that the harm [of the 
embargo] is not only to Jordan, 
but also to Europe. When our trad¬ 
ers cant export to Iraq, they don't 
have foreign exchange, and thus 
will have to look away from the 
traditional trading partners in 
Europe. 

Last year Jordanian consumers 
were the ultimate recipients of 
negative repercussions of foe 


How is Jordan preparing for 
an era of peace in foe region? 

Jordan is a strong believer in 
peace. We feel foe dividends of 
peace ought to come to Jordan, be 
they dividends from our friends in 
foe West or from investment in 
foe West Bank or Gaza. I would 
really expect some sort of means 
whereby foreign exchange comes 
through Jordan for the Jericho- 
Gaza entity and the Palestinian 
authority. Secondly, I feel the div¬ 
idends should come from the Pal¬ 
estinian side as well. Jordan has 
stood firm, very firm, over the 
years for moderation and for foe 
present policy of peace and has 
defended Palestinian rights. We 
expect something in return, that is, 
utilization of Jordan's economic 
and administrative capacity. Jor¬ 
dan has 45,000 engineers, con¬ 
tracting business is available, tech¬ 
nical know-how is available and 
under-utilized. 

Another area of benefit is (he 
expansion of free trade between 
Jordan and the West Bank. Jordan 
is a strong believer in free trade. 
We have been treating everyone 
in the region on equal terms. We 
will allow trade to pass through 
Jordan, but it has to be a mutually 
beneficial arrangement, be it with 
Israel or the West Bank or others. 
In the intermediate period we are 
expecting the Palestinians and foe 
Israelis to allow Jordanian com¬ 
modities to enter foe West Bank, 
Now it is a one-way trade: We 
allow products from foe West 
Bank to enter Jordan either for 
local consumption or for transit to 
Arab countries. As a gesture of 
good will from Israel, we would 
like to see Jordanian commodities 
allowed into the West Bank. 

Some Israelis are calling for 
normalization of trade. Jordan 
believes in cooperating with coun¬ 
tries of the region, including 
Israel, and events of foe past 
months and years showed the 
moderate intentions and actions of 
Jordan. Yet any call for normaliz¬ 
ing relations and lifting all the hur¬ 
dles to trade with Israel cannot be 
sustained and sold to Jordan and 
foe Arab World and Palestinians 
in the West Bank without Israel 
undertaking enough good-will 
gestures and without having peace 
agreements signed, without hav¬ 
ing land returned to Jordan, with- 


On donations! 


M Ahmed Qrei (Abu Ala 1 ), head of the economic unit at the PLO 
said last Friday that Palestinian and international apparatuses are 
needed to manage international aid in the Occupied Territories. In 
an article in Al Hayat daily, a Saudi newspaper based in London, Mr 
Qrei said that both Palestinian and international donors would exe¬ 
cute a com p lementary function in absorbing the international aid. 
But be emphasized that Palestinians will not approve of any dona¬ 
tions not in line with their priorities or programs. The PLO will not 
allow funds to come in unless its utility on the ground is implement¬ 
ed by a Palestinian worker. Other supervisory functions can be car¬ 
ried by foe aid givers. 

In the text of the interview, Mr Qrei said that the recent rift 
among Palestinians regarding peace is only typical and is natural. 
On the issue of the PLO's capabilities in building a stable political 
economy, he said that no one should make any judgments now. 
"Palestinians possess substantial know-how that has been developed 
in the diaspora," the PLO executive said. 

But how would the PLO handle the World Bank's emphasis that 
any aid spent in foe future entity of Palestine be put under the their 
watchful eyes? "They have not said it in such a way. The World 
Bank and the international bodies have always had conditions on aid 
and I think it is a just and righteous policy, if the conditions im¬ 
posed are bureaucratic, they will become obstacles preventing aid 
from reaching its worthy intended destination.” Mr Qrei' said. He 
denied rumors that some political lobbying is attempting to derail 
foe aid wagon but he acknowledged that tlu's would not surprise 
him. On managing aid resources, he said that foe experience of 
some countries in the Third World has caused depletion of aid re¬ 
sources. "Few countries have successfully managed to spend aid 
fruitfully. The World Bank has named only a few such countries 
like South Korea, Chile, Sri Lanka and some others," Mr Qrei' said. 


Jio 


We need to think not be doped! 

M Many local talkers and analysts are doped in a melancholic old- 
age political mood and are in fact influencing their readership to re¬ 
sign hope in everything. These public figures are not focusing their 
brain power on engineering a good future under peace and neither 
are they coining up with any practical solutions. Although no one 
can blame them for such a stand, one wants to hear a new’ and more 
promising view of things. It is no secret to anyone that the Arabs 
lost their initiative a long time ago and squandered ail their wealth 
on fighting amongst themselves. 

Bui the complaint box is full of unread paper. New complaints are 
ink on top of ink and no one reads them anymore. They just don't 
make a difference. We need a new opinion, a creative and practical 
one. It strikes me that some analysts are still convinced that a wave 
of immigration across foe Jordan Valley borders may ensue under 
peace and open borders while most regions are implementing poli¬ 
cies for total integration. It strikes me even more thai some believe 
that peace will undermine Jordan’s central role in the region—that 
Jordan stands to lose in peace and foot economic weight will shift to 
Jerusalem. It is hard to understand how they've come up with such 
conclusions. 

Investors suit themselves with foe best available market alterna¬ 
tives regardless of any patriotic emotions. Money went to South Ko¬ 
rea not to North Korea due to available attractive business opportu¬ 
nities and that is all. If they become united, money wj|] go to Korea 
in whole. Investment will come to Jordan and investment will come 
to Palestine; should we become united, money will become a single 
entity and then no one will have a problem with names. That Is the 
mind of money! It follows stability, margins, easiness, booms, high 
growth or just simply good markets. 

Another heated argument is that Israel will dominate us economi¬ 
cally in no time should we have open borders with them. Well, how 
can one have peace and closed borders? How can,one sell. b& prod-, 
fiferpariretf How c£p4>Wjiaw&peace and , 
ribt implement what comes along with it? It- ivirapessiMe- and we 
need to solve this problem in a pragmatic way, not just complain 
about the situation. 

Commencing the game of peace will bring serious challenges and 
we need to wake up to them. The whole world looks after its own 
interests with a special zealousness so why is Israel an exception? 
Nothing will be given if nothing was awarded. We should relax this 
case of beating a dead horse and start thinking about a normal future 
with the rest of the world. This is what was meant by peace. 


Candidates forelections 


Continued from page 2 


Suburbs: Has nine seats, one of 
which is for Christians. There are 
169,841 registered voters. The 
seats are being contested by 61 
candidates four of which are 
backed by the IAF. They are for¬ 
mer deputies Dr Ahmad Al Kou- 
fahi and Abdel Rahim Al Ukour, 
and Kayed AI Omari and Hassan 
Al Tal. Dr Yousef Al Khasawnah 
of foe Muslim Brotherhood is run¬ 
ning as an independent. Former 
deputies Husni Al Shiyab, Abdel 
Raouf Al Rawabdeb and Moham¬ 
mad Al Alawneh are also running. 
Dr Aref Al Batayneh, (former 
minister of health). Dr Saleh 
Irsheidat, (former minister of 
youth), Abd Al Razzaq Tbeishat, 
(former Irbid mayor and former 
minister of municipalities), Omar 
BsouJ, (plastic artist), Abdel Kha- 
leq Shrat, (journalist). Hashetn 
Gharaibeh, (writer) and Misleh Al 
lzzeh are also running for the Irbid 
seats. For the Christian seat, foe 
candidates include Fade! Hadad. 
Jamil Nimri (Hashd) and former 
deputy Nader Abu Al Sha'ar. 

Jerash District: has two seats 
and 47/166 registered voters. 
Among foe candidates are former 
deputies lssa Reimoni and Hussein 
Mjali. They are facing Mifleh AI 
Rantimi (IAF), Suhail Al Kayed. 
Dr Mustafa Barmawi and Dr 
Ahmad Utoum. 

Ajloun District: Has three seats, 
one of which is for Christians. Of 
foe 27 candidates, among them 
are: former deputy Ahmad Innab, 
Sami Rasheed, Jamil Bani Atta, 

Naji Muqatash and candidates 
from the Freihai, Moumani and 
Qdah tribes. The Christian seat is 
being contested by former deputy 
Jamal Hadad, Dr Mazen Al 
Rabadi, Majid Hadadin, Farah Al 
Rabadi and Farah A.youb. 

Ramfoa/Bani Kanana District; 

Has three seats and 62,294 regis¬ 
tered voters. There are 18 candi¬ 
dates including Fawaz Zoubi. for- 
deputy Qaseem Obeidat, 



mer 


Mohammad Khatib, (former min¬ 
ister of information), and three 
Malkawi tribe candidates. 

Kourah/North Ghor District: 
Has two seats and 63.307 regis¬ 
tered voters. Candidates include 


Mahmoud Abbadi, Haiem Gha- 
zawi, Dr Yousef Sbreideh, former 
deputy Abdel Majid Shreideh. 
Abdel Aziz Sbreideh (IAF) and 
Ahmad AJ Khatib (IAF). 

Karak Goveroorate: Tribal influ¬ 
ence is evident in this important 
govemorare which has seven Mus¬ 
lim seats and two Christian seats 
and 88.793 registered voters. 
Among the candidates: Abdel 
Hadi Majali (brother of Prime 
Minister Dr Abdel Salam Majali 
and head of Al Abd Party). He 
faces competition from two IAF 
candidates and members of his 
tribe: Abdallah Majali and Adrian 
Majali. Other candidates include: 
Ahmad Al Kassasbah (indepen¬ 
dent Islamist), Jamal Abu Nuwas, 
five from foe Tarawnah tribe 
(including Senator Khaled AJ 
Tarawnah) and IAF candidate 
Hussein Tarawnah. Former depu¬ 
ties J amal Sarairah, Mtair Al Bus- 
tanji, Atet Btoush and 1 JVfaflmoucT 
AI Hweimel are also running. For 
the Christian seats there are for¬ 
mer deputies lssa Mdanal (general 
secretary of the Democratic 
Socialist party) and Abdallah Zrai- 
qaL They face Dr Haiti Hjazin, 
Fawaz Halasah and Makram Al 
Qsous. 

Mafraq Goveroorate: Is divided 
into two districts. 


Mafraq District: Has three seats 
3nd 39,920 registered voters. 
Among foe 18 contenders are for¬ 
mer deputies Abdel Karim 
Dughmi, Mohammad Abu Ulaim 
and Nawaf Khawaldah. Also run¬ 
ning are Musa Shdeifat (IAF). 
Mahmoud Al Husban. Abdallah 
Khorsheidah and former minister 
Amin Mashaqbah. 

North Bedouin District: Has two 
seats. Among the candidates: for¬ 
mer deputy Saad Srour. Nawaf Al 
Qadi, Hamadah Fawaz. former 
deputy Mohammad Mu'ra'r. Fares 
raadJ (IAF) and Hmoud Bani 
Khaled 

Ma'an Govemorate: Has four 
seats and 38.713 registered voters. 
Among die candidates are Dr 
Awad Kh lei fat, Lafi Qaba’a (IAF). 
Badr Al Riyati, Mohammad 
Qaramshah. former deputy Abdel 
Karim Kabariti, Akram Kreishan, 
Musa Ma'ani, Taha Habahbah, 
Khaled Abu Al 122 and Ma'an 
Salah. 

South Bedouin District Has two 
seats and 25,222 registered voters. 
Among the 13 candidates who are 
running are former deputies Faisal 
Ben Jazi and Nayef ABu Tayeh. 
Also Ahmad Al Hajaya. Dmeithan 
Al Nawasrah, Saleh A( Hdyyat, 
Odeh Al Najjar and Badr Al 
N’eimat are running in this district. 
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Exercise your right to vote 

NEXT MONDAY Jordanian voters will go to the polls to elect a new Lower House of 
Parliament to a four-year term. It will be a momentous occasion for Jordanian democ¬ 
racy. relaunched in 1989, which has experienced ebbs and flows but has managed to 
survive regional turmoils and challenges. 

In more "than one way, the 8 November elections will be a referendum on democracy 
in Jordan. The experience of the last Parliament coupled with the political develop¬ 
ments in the region should prompt all registered voters to exercise their right by voting 
for a Lower House that will be a match to the challenges that lie ahead. An despite the 
controversy that has surrounded this year's elections, the Jordanian public must not 
allow such an important moment in the life of this country to pass without rising to 
their level of responsibility. 

The 80-member House will have to reflect the positive, not the negative, aspects of 
the current stage. With this in mind, popular response to ballot casting should, at least 
in theory, be much higher than that of 1989. The decisions that the 12th Parliament 
will make on our behalf will be truly historic as we resume the peace process and inch 
closer to signing a peace treaty with Israel. 

It is true that this election campaign was a slow starter, that it lacked a national 
theme and that candidates were not tested by the electorate, but that should not in any 
way prevent Jordanians from participating on 8 November. 

Regardless of how the next Lower House looks after all the ballots are counted, it 
musf be stated that the Government and the next Parliament should look into a number 
of misgivings people have with the election law. These include the side effects of the 
Single Vote amendment We believe the law must be refonned so that the number of 
constituencies, the number of seats per constituency and the legal age of voters can be 
corrected so as to meet the needs and justifications of the Single Vote. This election 
should help pinpoint the flaws in the electoral law, which helped to emphasize the role 
of the tribe and may have deprived political parties from testing themselves fairly in 
Jordan's first multi-party elections in decades. 

We also think Parliament should look into the introduction of a quota for women in 
the Lower House. While everyone admits that women make up half the society, the 
fact that only three women are running in this year’s race and that none of them stands 
a fair chance of winning, demotes the rank of Jordanian women to less than a minority. 

Another point which should be addressed is to make voting mandatory in this coun¬ 
try. Jordanians should understand that an infant democracy such as ours needs all the 
backing it can in order to survive. With the low voter turnout in 1989, the Lower 
. House suffered from Jiaany discrepattejes^d^was probably not truly reflective of the 
■ society it claimed to represent. rtiMvn.i-JVjs's : .v '••• 1 " .* 

We hope Jordanians will recognize the importance of participating in this election 
and will show up en masse on 8 November. What is more important than the elections 
themselves is the issue of preserving democracy as a way of life for all Jordanians. ■ 


New 

Palestinian 
police force 

By Doug Struck 
The Baltimore Sun 

TO PUT some order in the lawless 
traffic, a Palestinian police began 
enforcing parking rules in Gaza's 
Khan Yunis refugee camp. When 
a driver objected! he shot out the 
tires of the car. When the driver 
objected again, he shot the man in 
the legs. 

"We ;ijr a gainst shooting peo¬ 
ple" to enforce parking laws, said 
Tawfiq Abu Khusa. one of the 
PLO olficials charged with form¬ 
ing a polio; force. 

Bui that is not a blanket rule. 
When thieves recently robbed a 
jeweler in the Ralah refugee 
camp, the police who caught the 
bandits did them a favor by pub¬ 
licly shooting three of them in the 
legs. Ik* said. This rough justice 
mu\ be the norm as Palestinians 
set up civilian authority in Jericho 
and the Gaza Strip. 

The PLO is pressing former 
guerrilla fighters into a hastily 
assembled police force. They have 



army-like uniforms 
and only some will 
have training or 
experience in civil¬ 
ian policing. They 
will be dealing with 
other Palestinians 
with guns, many of 
whom have been 
fighting authority 
for years. 

The Occupied 
Territories have 
been without a 
police force for 
nearly six years, 
when Arab police¬ 
men employed by 
Israel quiL soon after the start of 
the Intifada . 

Before that, the Palestinian 
policemen patrolled. But their 
authority was severely compro¬ 
mised by association with Israel. 

The youths during the Intifada 
became local vigilantes. They 
enforced their rules against collab¬ 
oration with Israel, settled per¬ 
sonal disputes and punished drug 
dealers. Their punishments were 
harsh. "We need justice. The peo¬ 
ple felt it when we couldn’t stop 
the collaborator killings," said 
Freih Abu Middain, a lawyer and 
PLO delegate. "Three or four 
women were killed recently, sus¬ 
pected of prostitution. There is no 
authoritv." 


The agreement between Israel 
and the PLO authorized establish¬ 
ment of a strong Palestinian police 
force. But it was silent on other 
vital components of a justice sys¬ 
tem: What laws to use, what 
courts to try them in. a legislature 
to change the laws. AH these have 
been usurped by Israel's military 
rule. "We need a civil society after 
26 years of occupation. We don’t 
need a militia. 1 ' said Khusa. 

The Palestinians have recruited 
thousands for the police force, and 
sent several hundred of them to 
Egypt and Jordan to begin train¬ 
ing. ■ 
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By Dr Marwan Al Asmar 

AS WE approach the 8 November 
elections, we should stop to pon¬ 
der on last month’s campaign¬ 
ing—a month that has been char¬ 
acterized by election banners and 
a bombardment of political adver¬ 
tising by prospective candidates 
hoping to become our next repre¬ 
sentatives in the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

During die campaign a great 
number of candidates have come 
on the public scene lor the first 
time. Saved from obscurity we 
have come to know them only 
through the banners they have 
hung on walls, roundabouts and 
between telephone poles. Slick 
catch phrases and abstract idioms 
painted in red, black and green on 
cheap garment have come to sym¬ 
bolize this year's elections. 

But despite this and the contro¬ 
versy that swept the country ear¬ 
lier about holding the elections on 
time, the campaign itself has been 
described by many as a disap¬ 
pointment: muted and bordering 
on the colorless. The fervor and 
dynamism that dominated the 
1989 elections were hardly in evi¬ 
dence in this campaign despite the 
fact that the political environment 
today is more open. Jordan in 
1993 is a much more mature soci¬ 
ety, characterized by a growing 
democratic, and hence political, 
culture that is the pride of the 
region. The legalization of politi¬ 
cal parties and the easing of most 
restrictions on the press should 
have promised to be the most 
dynamic campaign yet witnessed 
in the political history of Jordan. 

But unfortunately this was not 
to happen. A good sized electo¬ 
rate, about I_5 million, is a reason¬ 
able figure for a country that has a 
population of nearly four million. 
But once the election campaign 
started there was no lustre, no 
feeling of energy, although about 


By Dr Kbairi Janbek 

ONLY A few weeks after the 
changes in the Palestinian-Israeli, 
and Jordanian-lsraeli peace nego¬ 
tiations, Arab countries started 
tripping over each other to end die 
sanctions imposed on Israel, and 
talking in terms of normalization 
of relations with the Jewish state. 

The business community in cur 
country is already gearing up for 
the possibilities of investment in 
the supposedly liberated areas and 
calculating the rates of profit in a 
manner not unlike the counting of 
chickens before they’re batched. 
Citizens with West Bank residen¬ 
cies are already studying projects 
for opening subsidiaries to their 
already established businesses. 

Projects are already being stud¬ 
ied by Israeli experts, export- 
import companies in,. 

World are waiting fife juft's* 
ahead, and of course tourism is on 
everybody’s mind as welL 

The logical and realistic realiza¬ 
tion of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
has been replaced by the peace 
euphoria and its material profits. 
Over forty years of warfare, 
enmity, death and destruction, 
could not have been for the lack 
of shopping opportunities in Tel 
Aviv’s fashionable districts, or for 
its touristic attractions. 

The real estate prices in Gaza 
and Jericho could not have con¬ 
tributed to the enmity of the 
whole Arab world towards Israel, 
and vice versa. The real questions 
and issues remain unchanged. 
Arab lands are still occupied by 
Israel. The essence of the conflict 
remains unchanged, that of free¬ 
dom for Arab people—whether in 
the Occupied Territories, the 
Golan Heights or Southern 
Lebanon. 

It is shameful to reduce the 
essence of the Middle East con¬ 
flict into a process of counting 
pennies and profiteering, with 
speculators, moneylenders, and 
middlemen leading the new path 
of Arab awakening—determining 
the new absurd definition of citi¬ 
zenship and nation state. 

It is a real predicament when 
the choices of the ordinary Arab 
citizen are fluctuating between the 
belief in political hyperboles, 
empty rhetoric, and paper tiger 
warriors: and the traders of politi¬ 
cal principles backed by large 
enterprises. 

The belief in the first variety is 
diminishing increasingly, not due 
to the awareness of the Arab 
masses bur rather to the cynicism 
which is part and parcel of our 


The Jordanian elections: . v 

Political idionrii 


549 candidates registered go run 
for the elections. 

With political pari es participate 
iag for die first time, one would 
have thought that most candidates 
would haw: belonged to political 
parties, but not so. It is a dismal 

fact that political parties have 

managed to field about 100 candi¬ 
dates throughout the country with 
over a Quid of these belonging to 
the Islamic Action FronL 

Out of the 20 legalized political 
parties, only 10 officially put up 
candidates. New p a rti es like Al 
Ahd, Al Mustqbal, the Islamic 
Democratic Movement, the Popu¬ 
lar Unity Party and the Jordanian 
People Democratic Party 
(Hashd)—the last two had man¬ 
aged to form a Iast-minnte- 
coahtioQ—scraped no more than a 
handful of randidares each. 

These parties, who have pre¬ 
pared themselves for the elections 
in recent months, suddenly real¬ 
ized that the democratic gamp was 
not an easy one; when it came to 
the crunch, ft requires organiza¬ 
tion, "monolithic’' structure and 
money—something a large num¬ 
ber of parties lacked. Most parties, 
realistic about their slim, chances, 
bowed to the inevitable, gracefully 
accepted their limitations and did 
not register once the election cam¬ 
paign got underway, despite tire 
rhetoric they dished out to tire 
unassuming public. 

But the decision of these parties 
not to participate, ironical as it 


.may seem, proves that they are no 
more than private clubs whose 
members still lacfcfoe confidence,.. 

tools and procedures to address the 

public and obtain their support. In v 
other words they arc not as yet 
mass political parties as those that 
exist elsewhee. 

Elections arc the most important 
ritual la the democratic tradition 
ahd to~ throw this right away, for 
whatever reason, must be seen as 
a serious setback for Jordanian 
democracy and pluralism. The fail¬ 
ure of these parties to present 
themselves at die polls 
left the door open to - 
"independent" and tribal 
candidates, who are 
expected to dominate . 
the next Lower House 
and divide it into clus¬ 
ters of singular, self- 
serving deputies rather 
than blocs who have die 
interest of the nation in 
mind. 

But lack of partidpa- . 
tion by such parties is 
not the only reason for 
the campaign's feeble 
performance. The new world sys¬ 
tem of unipolarity, the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, the new world 
order, the weakening of the new 
regional order brought about by 
the Gulf War and the breakthrough 
in the Arab-Israeli peace process 
have created new inhibitions on 
the interna] scene. 

This campaign has been 


internal political uncertainty ana 

“p^le^Srtian have still not 
vet taken in whai has happened on 
the PLO-Israeli leveL They have 
vet to accept and come to gnps 
with the effects of the Gaza- 
Jericbo accord and its implications 
for them. There ae questions 
being raised about the special Jor- 
danian-Falestinian relationship, 
about population, refugees, nsturn- 
ee& and the new Palestinian 



entity’s relationship to Jordan. 
Questions have been rased con¬ 
cerning the future coexistence of 
Jordanians and Palestinians with 
f»yrh other—something which His 
Majesty King Hussein said he will 
not allow to be raised in a way that 
may affect national unity in these 
potentially explosive times. 

-Political parties did nothing to 


Arab normalization with Israel: 

The children of 
Abraham and the 


state of existential crisis. Tbe sec¬ 
ond variety dominates the mode 
of thought and tbe ethos of each 
man for hims elf—the . morally, u. 
baakriiftf-These rwoniSr sftfaoqgbiq 
harsh, expiate'foe palhetio’-state* 1 * 
our nation has reached. 

For bow is one to interpret die 
rush for speculation in the West 
Bank, when the reality of the issue 
is political rather than of business? 

It may be pure foresight on behalf 
of the astute Arab businessmen to 
stan planning ahead, but that 
should not take precedence over 
the oppressed political rights of 
the Palestinian people fighting for 
their daily bread. 

Are the children of the Intifada 
to be sold the pipe dream of 
immediate wealth in the same ' 
manner? Have the youth and‘the 
future of our nation been sold the 
same dream of a bigger share of 
the national pie? Alas, this pie is 


and that is: How can an organiza¬ 
tion, by its own admission, having 
all its institutions in disarray, 
aefeeve the "peace of foe brave"-as- . 
MsiArgfat ps&ncO) callit; with 8U 
stat&HrtuGk'weukhcoi give away’'* 
an inch of territory without abso¬ 
lute benefit for itself? •. 

The issue is die question of 
finances and the drying up of PLO 
accounts that tipped the balance in 
favor of IsraeL Money has been 
tbe final arbitrator in the Gaza- 
Jericbo plan.' Politics and princi¬ 
ples are subject to money in our. ’ 
world. The demands for lifting the 
sanctions against Israel and the 
possible compliance with them are 
the same cards in the same game. 
For the sake of cheap profits, we 
are currently supposed to surren¬ 
der our last weapons, or rather, the 
fig leaf that is preserving the last 
vestiges of our dignity. What is it 
that we have Jeff at tbe negotiating .. 


It is shameful to reduce the essence of 
the Middle East conflict into a process of 
counting pennies and profiteering, with 
speculators, moneylenders, and 
middlemen leading the new path 
of Arab awakening 


nothing more than a pie in foe sky. 
When political issues are taken 
out of politics, and tbe spirit of foe 
nation state is a simple accoun¬ 
tancy matter, then truly tbe day of 
the jackals has arrived. 

One does not wish to mention 
the old rhetoric of Mr Arafat 
regarding his three well known 
"Nos". But his latest Gaza-Jericho 
accord, being the best possible 
option under bad circumstances, 
raises another fundamental issue. 


table when foe deck of cards is 
already stacked against us?. 

One can understand the fact that 
we have no choice but to nego¬ 
tiate, but it is unforgivable to dis¬ 
arm ourselves in front of our nego¬ 
tiations and to negotiate from 
weakness and comply with.'their 
demands. If tbe whole question of 
negotiations is hing in g on finances 
and money matters, then perhaps 
they ought to be conducted by 
financiers, bankers, and tosmess- 


Neo-Israelites dominate 
Clinton Administration 


By Donald Neff 

MORE THAN any before it, the 
Clinton Administration's Middle 
East policy is in the grips of Zion¬ 
ists or officials devoted for one 
reason or another u> IsraeL Such 
Zionist dominance is an astonish¬ 
ing rum about over a period of 
less than a half-century. Even in 
the Truman Administration, which 
nurtured Israel to existence, Zion¬ 
ists were so few—men such as 
White House staffer David K 
Niles circulated mole-tike lest they 
be labeled Zionists—-that they 
acted more like spies than public 
advocates. Arabists dominated, 
except at the level where it mat¬ 
tered most, which was at the top, 
foe presidency. Now foe Arabists, 


once a proud title denoting diplo¬ 
matic and intellectual achieve¬ 
ment, have been driven into near 
extinction by an unrelenting cam¬ 
paign of charter assassination, tbe 
latest broadside of which is Robert 
D Kaplan's just published The 
Arabists. 

As Professor Augustus Richard 
Norton has noted with gentle 
irony , these days to be labeled an 
Arabist is hardly career- 
enhanring. That is putting it for 
more mildly than it deserves. 

Arabists, and even less exalted . 
critics of Israel, have since discov¬ 
ered that Israel's supporters are 
not content just to blacken their 
reputations tot to deny them as 
well the opportunity to earn a liv¬ 
ing in their hard won speciality. 


To a large extent the Zionists have 

succeeded, completing an extraor¬ 
dinary trajectory that has taken 
Arabists from foe elite of the for¬ 
eign . sendee establishment 50 
years ago go tbe nadir of profes-. 
sional obloquy today. No-young 
Foreign Service Officer with any 
ambition is likely these days to 
aspire to become an Arabist 
Arabists have almost completely 
been replaced by what qould. be. 
called the Neo Israelites, thus link¬ 
ing them where they .belong with 
their counterparts on the political 
front, foe Neo-Conservatives.. 
Neo-Israelite seems an appropriate 
term to stand as a shorthand refer¬ 
ence to those who are ..partial to; 
Israd but sot necessarily Zionists 
in any formal way, and as a conn- 


men. At least they may be able to 
afford their own expenses without 
having ro rely on public money, as 
they are-foe party who- are will 
bea^ficniiaa! ^ ;• 

On’'“'foe Socib-fSytfocfogicai 
leveL the question of normaliza¬ 
tion with Israel requires more than 
words of optimism arid feelings of 
goodwill There are many hard and 
painful events embedded in foe 
collective memories of both the 
Arab and Israeli peoples. Many 
years of hatred, enmity, and war¬ 
fare cannot be replaced by imme¬ 
diate love and understanding of 
each others’ fears and concerns. 
Perhaps capital-knows no bounds, 
but the complex subjective indi¬ 
vidual emotions-may need a longer 
time to accept foe new objective 
conditions, and the material-based 
reality. 

It may seem Eke a caricature of 
future events, but presumably. 
Israeli institutions wish, to estab¬ 
lish concerns in our country, or 
diplomatic missions buy or hire 
properties. But who would allow, 
under the circumstances, the’ star 
of David to fly from the top of 
their building above foe sky of our 
capital? More importantly, could 
foe reaction of pubfic opinion be 
ignored, or side tracked under foe 
circumstances? 

These issues are hard to predict, 
but there may corne a time when 
we have to grapple with them. A 
long history .of ataagomsms, 
shrouded in. extreme natirwiMiiKm 
at times in sectarianism, and at 
others in religious exclusiveness 
need plenty of work and famili ar- 
ity with each others’ social pat¬ 
terns of behavior before we can 
talk about good neighborly atti¬ 
tudes. The issue came to a bead in 
Egypt over die last few years, and 
although the misfortunes of this 
fellow Arab country are. still per¬ 
sisting, one must try to learn from 
their miserable experience. 


terpomt to what has now become 
tbe pejorative term Arabist Neo- 
IsraeEtes are not necessarily Jews, 
any more than Arabists are Arabs. - 

They are not tiecessazily intellectu¬ 
ally dishonest , anymore foam the 
Arabists, although they certainly 
have more-foan their share.. But 
they are biased enough, both intel-'. 
lectuafly' and .emotionally v in 
Israel’s favor that their profes-' 
.’ sional . objectivity cronies .- into 
’ question. r V ^ ' 

Although -Israel's Supporters 
have repeatedly attacked the .com-. 
petence of tbe Arabists, few* of 
professionalism or .failure' to see - 
dearly, where US national interests 
’ He were not charges that could be 

- made with any seriousness agatest" 

- than.-The Arabists were a highly ■ 
trained. and sophisticated elite. . 
dedicated and loyal, who prided 
themselves on their meticulous ': 
professionalism. . 

The Neo-Israelites who. have 
replaced them include die very top 
levels of foe Clinton Adnmstra- ■: 
tion, including President Clinton 
. himself and .bis vice presidenL- Al •. 
Gore. Although neither rTTnrrvn 
nor Gore has ever been accused of 


dam pen feats tot reitead 
embroiled in the «hr®p 
resulted from those few* Btemtn ■; 
of the 

neacc process and a» stWiUty.w 
political debate and the spHff ;. 
Sciential splits each paw ^ye 
had, the pofaical parties raw mr. 

considered-foe 

Gaza-Jericho for Jordan; dad w 
were unable to formulae Kefr: 
own distinet policies, ahd 
them as election ptoftams. = 

The Government itself, tearful. 

of these developments, decided - 
dampen foe election fever.-w- 
uatil only a few .days m .iy 
banned public meetings and 
tion rallies— 1 a fomffl far tncYiw 
elements of debate that go on In 
elections. The Government’s ban, 
although calculated to reduce fin?’- 
possible unrest, may have done me - 
people and the elections a great 7 
disservice and deprived the people - 
of meeting their candidates irv r 
free and- open atmosphere of 
debate precisely at a time when 
foe nation faces difficult tasks 
ahead. 

It would have been far better to 
allow the elections to to conducted 
in a manner where "Big Brother 
was not watching and to get foe 
people .to rally behind legitimate 
national Issues that must be 
debated in the next Parliament. ■ 


Dr Asmar is the Managing Ed** 
tor of The Star. 


For foe time being, subjective 
feelings will not be bought with 
money. It is hard enough to ima¬ 
gine Israeli products on the 
shelves of one's own house and in 
the supermarkets, let alone con¬ 
duct civilized conversations with 
the sons of our uncle Isaac from 
west of the Jordan River. 

For the sake of the policy of nor-:, 
realization, promoters of economic 
fallacies have beeu brought info 
the formula of the new age. We 
are being constantly reminded fort 
Israel is not an economic gftfc 
and there is no reason to fcar.H 
from this perspective. That may be . 
true, if the comparison is made 
with the economy of foe USA, 
Japan, or Germany. But Israel has 
a budget of approximately over 40 
hillion dollars and is not exactly a 
dwarf by • any -international, 

' standard:ui utwiiiirt-iiiitiV' >'■ 

' "TheftiAS point in’ tteny-J 
ing the fact that Israel is far more 
technologically advanced than all 
tbe Arab countries put together. It 
manufactures its' own weapons 
and possesses a highly successful 
military-industrial complex. Its - 
manufacturing industry is of A 
high quality and very efficient, 
comparable to Western Europe, 
and its agricultural sector is highly 
productive. We will be swamped 
by a more advanced economy Wife 
our markets flooded with Israeli 
goods. - 

The one fidd in which vve.wfll 
be able to partake is that of provid¬ 
ing a labor force; but there again, 
the nature of its regulation imay ' ' 
take years to accomplish. Hence, 
the field of competition may be 
narrowed down to consumerism: ' 
Since we are supposed to be pfoni -'. 
ised plenty of money, then why -, 
not fall back on our favorite hobby 
of shopping and indulge in-an^' 
activity that has always allowed ujl- . 
to compete with the best? : “ !;' 

Israel is now prepared to take 
over our economy, employ ns.' and. '• 
continue the economic penetration^. 
of the whole Arab world, whfle wc/-^ 
still by to convince ourselves 
otherwise. ’ _ : 

One imagines using an. Israeli-'.. 
made deodorant in order to crovor. 
foe natural odors of one's ownM 
body. And why that particular . --, 
product?—because the whole a bt-r.r 
realization process' and its advo- 
cates need plenty-of aromatic 
guises. That might as well be fmifj : 
the factories, of our cousins, foe 
sons of Abraham. ■ 

Dr Janbek is an historian and ® - 

regnlar contributor toTheStmt : i 


having a serious- under standing- 
the MiddteEast, they are nonetfak; 
lessconrarittedto thelsraeli skfc.: : . V* 
CKntom has ^ repeatedly sbownf ? 
. himsetf sensitive to a fault to emty 's i 
tbe. IsraeE part of the confUcLHB-:: • 
seldom j misses a chance to -rctdj 


oirhis death tod warningfee futnre.^ 7 ^ 
president,- as Cfinton! describes 
Thai "if 1 ever let Israel down. G«L: i ' 
- would retyer forgive me..- 
let Israel -down." God has 
had no reason so far noth? ftmsbifeV’: • 

him ; £ .J j, • ’: 

. - But more ominous to acJricvufe^-:.- 
an even banded policy than fop-ti 
presidemltiinself is foe dbfocattaef'v'’, 
to Israel’s interests of noriy oLdas*^ - 
highest officials in foe «dmiidstrak^ . ; '‘ 

tion. Presidents, after all, . - 

gp tot ito toreauoacy tadares;^;.:^; 
Under Cfinton,■foe - - toreahc a H ^^.i - 
most influential officials are ktocjt’^". 
Neo-Israelites are SnmTiel -,' 

head of foe State Departmoif r ~ 
icy planning staffl-Maitia Inflph^ ; 
ht^offoe^hCddte'Eartdestattite^y - 
National Security * 
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By Javed A Malik 

AS BENAZIR Bhutto starts her 
second Kan as prime minister of 
Pakistan mounting economic 
problems beset her government. 

The 41-year-oki-leader appears, 
however, to have learned some 
lessons of good governance dur¬ 
ing ber 34-month period in oppo¬ 
sition just before taking over. Her 
first stint as prime minister ended 
in 1990 after only 20 months in 
power, when President Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan used his discretionary 
powers, to sack her on charges of 

corruption. 

The term of her successor 
Nawaz Sharif, the country's first 
industrialist ■ prime minister, was 
also cut short. Khan, with Bhutto's 
help, sacked him after only 34 
months of his five-year tenure 

. 4 Bhutro wants to amend the "con- 

sti ration to take away such powers 
from the president But for anv 
change in the law she will need 
the cooperation of the opposition 
as she does not have the required 
two thuds majority in the parlia¬ 
ment. The strongest opposition in 
the country s history, led bv 
Nawaz Sharif, may not be forth¬ 
coming in its help though it too 
wants to reform the constitution 
Amending the constitution is 
not the only issue of Bhutto's 
political agenda. The country's 
precarious economic situation 
with low foreign exchange 
resen'es. sluggish exports and 
declining productivity, needs the 
most attention. 

The caretaker administration 
preceding the Bhutto government 
was ted by a World Bank econo- 
* mist, Moeen Qureshi. who under- 
! took major reforms to conform to 
the policies dictated by the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund. He fur¬ 
ther liberalized the economy, a 
« process begun by Sharif. 

Qureshi tried to reform the pub¬ 
lic sector finances and undertook a 
three-year structural adjustment 
I - program. This has resulted in for- 


Daughter of the East 

Benazir Bhutto 
back to work with 
lots to do 


exchan 8 c commitments 
worth approximately Si .5 billion 
“5 Piston but has come with 
strings attached. 

If the Bhutto government fulfills 
. Program's conditions, which 
include cutting back on welfare 
g^mts.it risks popular unrest 
pw if it defaults on them, prom¬ 
ised aid will be withheld and for¬ 
eign repayment obligations will 
noibemeL 

Conforming with the IMF pro¬ 
gram brings other probl ems as 
well, including restrictions on the 
size of budget deficits, which 
make Bhutto's election promises 
for an equitable society difficult if 
not impossible to fulfill. 

And as has been seen in other 
countries, structural adjustment in 
the short term brings unemploy¬ 
ment, lower GDP growth rate and 
higher inflation. This is bound to 
lower the government's popular¬ 
ity. One positive result of the elec¬ 
tion is the emergence of the two 
major political parties at the cost 
of the smaller ones, a new phe¬ 
nomenon in Pakistani politics. 
Bhutto's Pakistan People's "Party 
won 86 seats in the 207 member 
National Assembly, while Sharifs 
Pakistan Muslim League won 73. 

Soon after being elected Bhutto 
spoke in the parliament about her 
plans of "reconciliation and coop¬ 


eration with the opposition.'’ 
Sharif responded with an offer of 
"cooperation in all positive 
initiatives-'' 

But in reality this talk of cooper¬ 
ation is rally ceremonial as the two 
leaders, each of whom have 
caused the other’s downfall, are 
always looking for ways to dis¬ 
credit each otter. 

Another major change of these 
elections is the virtual wiping out 
of religious parties from the 
assemblies, winning only 3.S per 
cent of total votes. Bhutto's party 
is taking this as die sign of lack of 
support among common people 
for religious fimriamentalUin 

But this is the mistake . her 
father, former Prime Minister Zul- 
fikar Ah Bhutto, made in the 
1970s. He thought that by defeat¬ 
ing the Islamists in elections he 
had wiped out their support. But 
the religious elements emerged a 
much stronger force in 1977 and 
led to his downfall and ultimate 
hanging by late General Zia ul 
Haq. When out of parliament, the 
religious parties have more poten¬ 
tial to create trouble. 

One area where Bhutto is strong 
is foreign affairs. She is more 
highly regarded outside the coun¬ 
try than by her own people. 
Bhutto has given top priority to 
foreign policy. This was signalled 


by her attending the Common¬ 
wealth summit in Cyprus just a 
day after being sworn in as prime 
minister. 

Improving relations with the 
United States, which had reached 
an all time low under her prede¬ 
cessors, remains her biggest con¬ 
cern since Washington stopped in 
1990 all military and economic aid 
to Pakistan because of its nuclear 
program. It also threatened to 
include Pakistan in its list of coun¬ 
tries sponsoring international 
te r rorism. 

She has talked about effectively 
dealing with allegations that Paki¬ 
stan is sponsoring terrorism in 
Indian controlled part of Kashmir 
and is involved in drug traffick¬ 
ing. She is arguing that Pakistan's 
nuclear program is designed to 
meet the country's growing energy 
needs, not to create weapons. 

However, her election promise 
of improving relations with India 
does not appear to be coming true 
as New Delhi, facing increasing 
unrest in Kashmir, is stepping up 
its propaganda against Pakistan's 
involvement there. 

But observers are hopeful that 
this "daughter of the east" will be 
able to deliver this time round. If 
her cabinet formation is any indi¬ 
cation, she wants to bring in peo¬ 
ple with a clean record into public 
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Kuala Lumpur: 

Challenging Washington's 
New World Order 


BY MGG Pfflai 

Star Asia correspondent 

THE MALAYSIAN Prime Minis¬ 
ter. Date Sen Mahathir Mo-. 
hamed's single-minded insistence-* 
that in the New World Order, 'the 
emperor wears no clothes', strains 
relations with a Washington that 
is unused to small countries who 
reject the roles that she assigns to 
them. So, Washington's response 
to his calculated speech in front of 
the UN General Assembly on 1 
October was nothing new. That 
the UN faced difficulties in So¬ 
malia because the US government 
first forced the pace and then 
withdraw her troops when the go¬ 
ing was bad only proved the need 
for a "whistle-blower" to rein in a 
dominant power, bully or warlord. 

It added to the strained bilateral 
ties between Washington and 
.Kuala Lumpur. Not that he 
▼wanted it that way. but Washing¬ 
ton did look at it that way. Wash- 
. ington's relations with Kuala Lum¬ 
pur ignore that Malaysia was 
never beholden to her, as neigh¬ 
boring countries are; that Wash- 
1 ington's military assistance pro¬ 
gram, small as it is, is quid pro 
quo for Malaysia training South 
Vietnamese policemen during the 
Vietnam War. 

Malaysia's large contingent of 
students in the United States are 
almost wholly financed by Malay¬ 
sia. officially or privately. 

Much as Washington desires to 
strengthen military alliances, 
Kuala Lumpur remains disinter¬ 
ested. But if Malaysia, at the 
height of the Cold War was unin¬ 
terested in the US umbrella, why 

L should she be now? 

“ The US dilemma stems trom 
Cold War perceptions dominating 
policy, that most US ambassadors 
to Kuala Lumpur served their 
apprenticeships in IS che 
states, and should already have: a 
fair idea of how they would be 
treated in Malaysia. One LS 
ambassador told me. how as a 


young diplomat in Japan, he 
could, except as a dinner guest, 
meet a cabinet minister but would 
not be allowed to meet Dr Maha¬ 
thir except on formal occasions! 


added pressure to mate most Asia 
Pacific leaders attend, but invita¬ 
tions were not sent six weeks 
before the meeting US officials 
made several attempts to make Dr 


Malaysia’s., policy . of.,.equidis-.. Mahathir change bis mmd. But the ... 
tance, a cornerstone of teAutfgpjd US 0 continues* ttoejafeadj J*IgnMsM 
policy for-taere than-two decadeS; wrongly. A suggestion* that , ftesi i *■ ,;, 


is more focused under Dr Maha¬ 
thir. It could not have been earlier 
amidst Malaysia's communist 
insurgency problem. With that out 
of the away, and the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. Kuala Lumpur 
decided, during Dr Mahathir's 
prime ministership, to challenge 
Washington's New World Order. 

US reaction to Dr Mahathir's pro¬ 
posal for an East Asian Economic 
Group (EAEG) and her persistent 
drumbeat for 
an Asia- 
Pacific Eco¬ 
nomic Co¬ 
operation 
(APEC) 
body, is 
viewed with 
fear by 
Washington 
of being side¬ 
lined in the 
Asia-Pacific 
region. As 
evidence of 
this. Wash¬ 
ington con¬ 
tinues to arm 
twist Tokyo, 

Seoul and 
Taiwan to be 
indifferent 
towards the 
East Asian 

Economic ftfohamed Mahathir, prime 

minister of Malaysia 

Bilateral 

problems strained farther with Dr 
Mahathir’s refusal to attend the 
informal s ummi t in November 
that President Bill Clinton called 
for unilaterally in July during the 
G-7 Summit in Tokyo. The Inter¬ 
national Trade and Industry Min¬ 
ister. Da tin Paduka Rafidah Aziz, 
would not attend either. The US 


■d 
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dent Clinton and Dr Mahathir 
meet in New York during the UN 
General Assembly session was 
mishandled; the prime minister 
ready to accept, but a junior offi¬ 
cial turned up instead. Dr Maha¬ 
thir will not be in Seattle. Who 
would is as of yet undecided: a 
deputy minister has been 
suggested. 

Dr Mahathir's stridence in world 
affairs, often opposed to Washing¬ 
ton’s, is 
reflected by 
her recent pur¬ 
chase of 18 
Russian-made 
MiG-29s. 
Washington’s 
public rela¬ 
tions exercise 
could not 
make Kuala 
Lumpur 
change her 
mind, what she 
could do was 
to sell eight F- 
18 aircraft, too 
few to meet 
the demands of 
the sale. And it 
enabled Russia 
to make her 
first sale in the 
open market, 

Mr, prime its , f™* 0 ™ 
sales to conn- 

a tries ‘ with 

which the 
Soviet Union had a superpower, 
economic or political relationship. 
Malaysia has emerged as an 
important partner in the Central 
Asian states, together with Indo¬ 
nesia. Russia also looks towards 
Kuala Lumpur a£ her window into 
Southeast Asia. 

The United States does not 


accept Malaysia carving her own 
path in international relations 
without bong aligned to her. With 
die virtual irrelevance of the Non- 
Aligned Movement, the disappear¬ 
ance of the Soviet Union, no 
grdup^ficulates -fae^problems'of 1 *' 
thfcThird World aS'it Shduld, ahd ’* 1 
of Big Rawer bully tactics. The 
"whistle-blower" is never popular. 
Dr Mahathir's thesis is simple: 
with the world turning into politi¬ 
cal and trade blocks, the poorer 
countries of the Third World, es¬ 
pecially in Africa, are in danger of 
becoming even poorer than they 
are in this grand dissection of the 
world into comfortable niches; 
these countries are ignored His 
inconvenient utterances prevent a 
secret parcelling out of desirable 
policies and territory. How many 
know, for instance, that the US ad¬ 
venture into Somalia had to do 
with oil, lots of it? Two-thirds of 
Somalia is said to sit atop huge re¬ 
serves of oil. Four American oil 
companies acquired rights to ex¬ 
ploit that oil under terms that ben- 
efitted the former President Said 
Barre, but not Somalia. Gen, Mo¬ 
hammed Farah Aideed’s revolt en¬ 
compassed that chicanery as well, 
and the Western press terms this 
man a warlord. When the first 
American troops landed in Moga¬ 
dishu, one of the four oil compa¬ 
nies already in place provided 
them local facilities. 

This and Bosnia, underscored 
Dr Mahathir's diatribe in the 
UNGA. The UN went into 
Somalia, as it did in Lebanon a 
decade ago, to mediate between 
rival factions, but Washington 
forced the timetable and widened 
the peacekeeping role to active 
interference in factional disputes. 

In Lebanon, the US withdrew 
when a car bomb killed 242 
Marines, in Mogadishu, when 18 
US soldiers died. Now Washing¬ 
ton and the UN worry if they 
should go into Haiti, where the 
armed forces, confident at the 
UN’s continued timidity, defiantly 
killed the civilian justice minister. 


Clinton Administration dominated by Neo-Israelites 


Continued from page 4 

Dennis Ross, the chief US wfgojja- 
tor in the Arab-Israclt peace taw- 
These three men are *" * hc 
3ml mosf sensitive line ^ 
icy-malting in the Middle E. ■ 
Yet each is well known as a Neo- 
lsraclitc. in , h1 . 

Lewis, for instance. V* a "* a 3 ‘ 
sador to Israel ‘•■‘ghi !■ 
where Ws sympathies w tf* tj** 
cause were rewarded 

widely hailed as one oi dj. ^ 
popular envoys ever. . ‘ . 
Sid in !9S5. l***"*f" 
Lewis honors *»» J J mjde 

appointment*. They ■' . s L^ c w 

ffiWa board member o Mte-V 

York branch oi Bank Uumt, 
Israel's largest bank a 

Itldvk 5' widelv known a. 
committed Zion ini «» wjjj,. 
of Israel s mo* extreme 
itt Likud leader* such . ' jjj 
Shamir He is a name ot A 


who came to the United States in 
the early 1980s to work for AI- 
PAC the American Israeli Public 
Affaire Committee, Israel’s Ameri¬ 
can lobby. In 1985. he ajfoiHjfcd 

an AIPAC spin-off. fee Washing¬ 
ton Institute for Near EasiPobcy. 

Ross keeps a low profile as a 
tehind-the-scene player active in 
both Republican and Democratic 
^ministrations and wte l« . 
Dublin image as a Neo-Isradile 

Ku»-isorlndyk.Buth,ssym- 

naVhte are no secret, and htscre- 
Ki-ds include sB h. W ; 

^^Uc^ctions."Ro S s-pro- 

hraefocdenlials were suffidenfly 

S^ib^imctoroftoU. 
!uk before be was given his job by 


Clinton as the director of the peace 
talks. 

Secretary of State Warren Oiris- 
Gopher has remained something of 
a cipher in terms of the Middle 
East. But his personal views barely 
matter since he is boxed in 
between a chief executive and a 
bureaucracy that share the same 
biases favoring Israel. He could 
hardly retain Ms post without fol¬ 
lowing their lead. 

A study was conducted that 
called for deeper and closer ties 
between Israel and the United 
States in the post Cold War period, 
and explored methods to find what 
more the US can give to Israel. 
The study even went so far as to 
make a special plea for Israel 
maintaining its nuclear monopoly 
in the region. 'Ideally. Israel 
would like to retain its exclusive 
nuclear deterrent while prolifera¬ 


tion is prevented—either through 
diplomacy or joint military action 
or, if necessary as in 1981, action 
by Israel’s military forces." 

With such a network of strong 
supporters of Israel throughout 
much of the Clinton Administra¬ 
tion’s national security apparatus, 
it is imperative to examine UN 
resolution 242 and its meaning at a 
time when Pales tinians are strug¬ 
gling to find an honorable peace 
with Israel. Since this is the major 
cornerstone on which all peace 
efforts since 1967 have rested, 
America's interpretation of just 
what it means is of paramount 
importance to the peace process 
unleashed in 1993. ■ 

This is an abridged article that 
appeared in the October issue of 
the ADC newsletter, Nashret Al 
Lqjneh. 
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affairs. Relations with the army- 
the real power broker in Pakistan- 
have also improved, at least for 
the time being. 

The ultimate test of her abilities 
will be in her day-to-day govern¬ 
ance in a impoverished country. 
She may have made her job more 


This would have its repercus¬ 
sions elsewhere: Bosnia, for one. 
Washington's tendency to behave 
as a warlord within UN operations 
and her reluctance to consult the 
UN command, led to ludicrous 
and dangerous results; in one 
highly publicized raid that the US 
commandos organized and con¬ 
ducted, raided a UN agency depot, 
and declared the raid "successful" 
The killing of the 24 Pakistani, 18 
American, and one Malaysian sol¬ 
diers was a direct result of .Wash¬ 
ington going its own way in 
Somalia. And when she sent a 
high ranking diplomat, Mr Robert 
Oakley, to sort out die mess in 
Mogadishu, he went out as an 
American proconsul, and not „ as,., 
Uftoffidal.aS he should havel j '.i 
• Dr 4 Mahathir's speeches reflect 


difficult by raising high expecta¬ 
tions with her optimistic campaign 
promises. ■ 

Javed A Malik is a reporter for 
the Daily News in Islamabad. He 
was previously with the Daily 
Jang In Rawalpindi. 


this impotence at preventing mis¬ 
haps like these. The victors of the 
Second World War should not be 
given the unfettered right to deter¬ 
mine how the United Nations 
should act. The United States is a 
military power without economic 
underpinnings: Britain and France 
have neither the economic nor 
political clout to continue to be 
there. Dr Mahathir's call for a 
reform in the UN Security Council 
therefore makes sense, and Wash¬ 
ington is annoyed; but the way she 
reacts to every Mahathir move that 
seems to pul her on the spot, 
seems to suggest Mao Zedong's 
dismissive description of her as a 
'paper tiger.’ Bilateral ties cannot 
improve * under these rircum-* 
stances. ■ 
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Middle East Beat 

by Khairi Janbek 

■ Only a few hours after president Mubarak attempted to guaran¬ 
tee Mr Clinton and the world on American television of the safety 
and stability of Egypt, a lone gunman opened fire inside the Samir- 
amis Intercontinental Hotel, killing three foreign nationals, and 
injuring three others. 

The irony was that, if this gunman was responding to president 
Mubarak's assurances with this criminal act, then neither the verbal 
guarantees or actions of the Egyptian government are sufficient in 
stemming the rising tide of terrorism against foreign nationals in 
Egypt. Although it would seem rather strange that president Muba¬ 
rak was talking about counter-violence in a society and country 
much used to random killings and senseless carnage, the message 
the US administration wanted president Mubarak to emphasize was 
the impermissibility of political violence. Regardless of whether 
this criminal act has been the work of a lunatic and an isolated inci¬ 
dent or another violent incident in the series of Islamic extremism, 
the fact remains, the prestige of Egypt as well as its foreign cur¬ 
rency earning tourist sector have suffered a severe blow. 

Since the start of the confrontations between the extremists and 
the Egyptian government, the flow of foreign tourists into Egypt 
has dropped by 60 percent. This latest incident could not have 
improved the future image of Egypt as a moderate and politically 
stable country. 

Against all odds, the West has been trying to polish the image of 
Egypt each time an atrocity is committed by terrorists. Many other 
countries in the region have been put on the list of unstable coun¬ 
tries for far less than what is happening in Egypt currently. 

The importance of Egypt as the most populous Islamic Arte 
country with distinctly westward orientation, necessitates the pol¬ 
icy of western support for Egypt. The nature of the relationship 
between the USA and Egypt is certainly of a symbiotic nature at 
least for the time being, in which Egypt fulfills its 1 required role in 
the region in exchange for the usual economic support from the 
West. Al every critical junction of the previous peace attempts, the 
role of Egypt was the most important to the USA as they were the 
only country with direct connections to the Israelis, as well as to 
Arab countries and the PLO. Consequently, internal Egyptian 
repressive measures were tolerated by the West, the lack of politi¬ 
cal democracy was justified in terms of fear from the growing 
Islamic influence in the country, as well as that of the rejectionists 
of the Camp David agreement Poverty, inequality, infant mortality 
rates, and illiteracy were to be sacrificed in the name of an open 
economy and free enterprise run by the IMF and the World Bank. 

Now, with the qualitative change in the nature of Arab-Israeli 
relations, after the signature of the Gaza-Jericho deal and the signa¬ 
ture of the declaration of principles between Jordan and Israel, 
Egypt's role seems to be changing as well. The Palestinians are 
now talking directly with Israel, as are the Jordanians. Perhaps in 
so far as the Syrians are concerned, Egypt still has an important 
role to play in narrowing the gap between the Israeli and the Syrian 
points of view. But soon Egypt has to admit to its Islamic and Arab 
reality as the main, if not. the only source of its prestige and legiti¬ 
macy as opposed to the role fulfilling reality imposed by the USA 
as a means of support. 

Egypt is important primarily to the Arab world. Its safety and 
stability are of paramount importance to the whole region, and the 
violence that is currently engulfing her can no longer be tolerated. 
Consequently, the message of reconciliation between the Egyptian 
government and the Islamic opposition is advocated once again in 
this column; a constructive democratic dialogue may end the fruit¬ 
less violence if approached with sincerity and enough good will by 
both sides. It is true that previous attempts at talks between both 
sides did not produce any positive results; but when dialogue is 
absent, machine guns and bombs take the stage. The legitimacy of 
Mr Mubarak's presidency lies with the whole of Egypt and its peo¬ 
ple. The choice is obviously his, whether to role by violent, rational 
measures with increasingly violent, irrational force risking future 
international and Arab isolation, or to immediately conduct a dia¬ 
logue with his-opponents-as a hopeful and possible-short cut to the 
Egyptian cycle of bloodshed. 
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• IN A cocktail reception last Tuesday, 

Ambassador of Italy, Dr Romualdo Bet- 
tini and Mr Chawldf Ayonb, General 
Manager of InterContbiMital Jordan, 
announced the holding of Piazza 
Italia—a week of elegance, fashion, art 
and culture. 

Held under the Patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, the Piazza Italia 
win continue until 7 November at the 
InterContinental and frill feature art 
displays, fashion shows, Italian gourmet 
dinner, a piano and opera redials. 

The show is cosponsored fay Abu 
Shakra Trading Agency, Compand e, Le 
HLrxne, Scarpa and Veuefir. 

For more information, contact the 
Hotel InterOHtfinent&l Jordan at 
643161, extension 2103/4. 

Proceeds wffl be offered to The National Mask Conservatory/ Noor AJ Hussein Foundation. 



Princess Wijdan Ali 

An artist who plays her 
role with creativity 


ByAdnan Yahya and 
Mahmoud A1 Abed 

Special to the Star^ 

FRANZ KAFKA once wrote. 
"The word which we create col¬ 
lides with the following one." 
This is true when trying to write 
about Princess Wijdan. The prin¬ 
cess is a brilliant star in the skies 
of both the international and Arab 
world of art and culture. Full of 
determination. hope. pure- 
heartedncss and plainness, the 
Princess has exceeded all 
expectations. 

Along with some artists. Prin¬ 
cess Wijdan is the pulse of the art 
movement in Jordan. Art as she 
sees it, is the aspect of culture that 
conserves human intellect and 
helps it to survive. She recognizes 
weU the vitality of free thinking, 
which has to run parallel to free¬ 
dom of life and existence. This 
has been arrived at because HRH 
is fully aware of the suffering of 
the creative artist and his continu¬ 
ous need to express himself with¬ 
out being restrained in any way 
whatsoever. 

Being the chairwoman of the 
Royal Society of Fine Arts and the 
first woman representing Jordan 
in tbe United Nations is only a 
small part of all the Princess's dis¬ 
tinguished efforts. Essentially, the 
Princess embodies true love and 
dedication to art. 

Tbe Princess, holder of a BA 
degree in history and politics, is 
deeply interested in the essence of 
history and its cooperative relation 
with an. 

She believes there are different; 
ways for moving towards art, one 


of which is 
through the inter¬ 
action between 
history and art. 

When dealing 
with this notion, 
she aims ar the 
revival of the 
Arab and Islamic 
world in some 
respects. 

An obvious 
sense of impres¬ 
sionism character¬ 
izes Princess Wij- 
dan's paintings, in 
which the surface 
touch is what 
counts. Hie lines 
are completely 
latent, but the har¬ 
mony is there, 
shown in tbe spec¬ 
trum of colors that 
reflect a desert 
and a foggy 
atmosphere. After 
Princess Wijdan 
took part in a col¬ 
lective exhibition 
in London in 
1982, tbe Iraqi 
poet and writer 
Bland A1 Haidari 
wrote. "The art¬ 
ist's colors are 
characterized by tranquillity, that 
furnish vast deserts, occupied only 
by extremely harmonic and tender 
color rhythms." 

The Princess has recently 
shown an interest in Arabic callig¬ 
raphy—an inclination that came 
due to her concern with the Arab 
and Islamic heritage^-'. The 
approach she adopted trails to be 



HRH Princess Wijdan Ali 


abstract, with no recourse to simu¬ 
lation, but to the expression of the 
values of touch and movement 
This was obvious in her last co- 
exhibition with "France de Cour- 
fen" af the Abdul Hameed Sbo- 
man Foundation in 1992. 

it should also be' noted that the 
notion of "desert" has occupied a 
large’tarea of the Princess* cjjrcfe 


of interests, especially at the 
beginning. Her paintings were, 
the mouthpiece of her thousands- 
of-yeare-deep memory. To her. 
the desert offers fascination and 
mystic solitude. Above all, it is 
the origin of the human, who is 
the sole goal of her struggle. 

In fulfilment of her commitment 
towards Arab and Islamic ait, tbe 
Princess wrote a series of books 
on tbe Islamic art of different his¬ 
torical eras. She always says, "We 
lack a lot of things in our art revi¬ 
val. Only the educated artist can 
fill these gaps. So, we have to 
keep in contact with our heritage 
to obtain tbe strength of our mod¬ 
ern an." 

A second step she made was the 
establishment of the National Gal¬ 
lery. Under tbe direct support of 
HRH, tbe gallery, as its national 
responsibility emails, keeps in its 
possession a large number of Jor¬ 
danian artistic works and displays 
them all over the world. 

In addition, the gallery's library 
contains many references, periodi¬ 
cals and different literature con¬ 
cerning art. The aim is to foster 
artistic knowledge. 

Finally, we think it's imperative 
to throw light on one of the Prin¬ 
cess's latest activities, namely, the 
festival of "Color and IUuminatron 
in tbe Nabatean Civilization." 
This was a combination of work¬ 
shops and visits to archaeological 
sites, and is certainly a pioneering 
effort to promote the civilized, 
tourist and cultural face of Jordan. 
Tbe success of this international 
event is largely due also to the 
participation of many esftabU§l£ 
'Therita arid-bodies. ■ 1 


Preserving Jordan's cultural identity: 

A1 Aydi promotes traditional 
Jordanian handicrafts 


By Amy Henderson 
Star staff writer 

LONG BEFORE ethnic chic 
became trendy and before young 
women started rummaging 
through the closets of their moth¬ 
ers and grandmothers for the 
embroidered robes and hand 
crafted jewelry that tell so much 
of Jordan's history’, a group of Jor¬ 
danian women recognized the 
importance of preserving the art 
and heritage of Jordanian handi¬ 
crafts. Their small-scale campaign 
to preserve crafts and craftsman¬ 
ship resulted in the creation of the 
Jordan Craft Council tJCC) and a 
small craft center. Al Aydi. 

"The idea of the JCC was to 
promote Jordanian crafts and 
encourage craftsmen," said Lau- 
riee HLass. a founding member of 
the JCC and advisor to the Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism and Antiquities at 
the Ministry of Tourism. "Wc 
thought that the tradition of crafts¬ 
manship w as fading. There was no 
pride and little money in being a 
craftsman, so people were not 
passing their skills on io their chil¬ 
dren. There were few outlets, and 
there was little national recogni¬ 
tion for Jordanian crails,. That’s 
why we created Al Aydi —to rec¬ 
oncile these factors." 

Situated behind the Lebanese 
Embassy near the third circle. Al 
Aydi's typical exterior betrays its 
unique interior. The beige stone 
house could be any house in mod¬ 
em Amman. The only thing to 


beckon passers-by through the 
door is the hand of Fatima 
painted on a weather-worn metal 
sign. Contrary to the exterior, Al 
Aydi's interior is an enclave of cul¬ 
tural and historical identity pre¬ 
served in handicrafts. Gold and 
silver jewelry, colorful Hebron 
glass, striped Bedouin rugs and 
embroidered costumes from Jor¬ 
dan and Palestine arc but few of 
the items that grace the walls and 
shelves of AlAyJi. 

The modest iittle center markets 
and sells the products, handcrafted 
by some 60 Jorda¬ 
nian and Palestin¬ 
ian craftsmen who 
usually come 
from modest and 
disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

Although the 
craftsmen usually 
work from their 
homes, Al Aydi is 
instrumental in 
providing their 
materials. "We 
give them loans to 
purchase the 
material, which 
can be quite 
costly." said 
Rauya Al Asmar. 

Al Aydi's director, explaining that 
heavy taxes on imported materials 
such as silk and gold discourage 
craftsmen from continuing their 
art. But. she emphasized. Al Aydi 
is not a charity organization. 
"These craftsmen are helping [Jor¬ 



danian] society more than we are 
helping them—crafts have eco¬ 
nomic. cultural, social and artistic 
values and angles." she pointed 
out. "They are preserving our 
heritage." 

Hi ass added that [crafts] also 
add "quite an income for the tour¬ 
ism package, which is important 
especially now-, when we are put¬ 
ting an emphasis on tourism." 
Both of which, the women say, 
are two important reasons to pro¬ 
mote the preservation of 
craftsmanship. 

Al Aydi boasts 
that its crafts are 
real—they are 
neither manufac¬ 
tured. nor 

imported from 
other surround¬ 
ing countries. 

"All oF our 
items have a 
story," said Ai 
Asmar, pointing 
out that the Bed¬ 
ouin rugs and 
Palestinian and 
Jordanian 
embroidered 
costumes sold at 
Al Aydi are 
antiques, 

brought to the shop by Bedouins 
from all parts of Jordan. 

The center’s four employees are 
well-versed in the origination and 
material of each rug, exquisitely 
embroidered costume, pottery and 
jewelry, making the merchandise 


available more treasured and more 
interesting to customers. 

Even Ai Aydi's emblem, die 
hand of Fatima symbol (a popular 
oriental talisman) sold as a gold 
charm with a small piece of tur¬ 
quoise embedded in the palm, has 
a unique story behind its produc¬ 
tion. The craftsman of this little 
charm is handicapped—creation 
of the little hands are bis only 
source of income. 

To keep pace with an ever 
changing world, Al Aydi reaches 
out to its craftsmen, giving them 
advice on how to make traditional 
old crafts suit the new needs and 
fancies of discerning consumers, 
most of whom are foreign and 
have varying tastes when it comes 
to material, color and design. 
Emphasis is made on tbe old tradi¬ 
tional crafts, which inspire the 
creation of tbe new. 

Although craft awareness in Jor¬ 
dan has not reached tbe level of 
recognition of crafts in other 
countries. Hlass said she thinks 
recognition of tbe trade is gaming 
momentum. A! Aydi. she said, will 
certainly do its best to continue 
promoting Jordanian crafts and 
craftsmen. 

"We want to spread awareness," 
she said, "so we hope to open 
small shops in Petra and Aqaba— 
not only are there many foreigners 
there, but Jordanians travel there 
as welL This is a way to reach 
them and make crafts more promt-. 
nem to the public.” ■ 


Open Tennis 
Tournament at Forte 
Grand 

ON THE occasion of His Majesty King Hussein's birthday, the Forte 
Grand Amman will be holding its Second Open Tennis Tournament 
on Friday, 12 November, with the Goals being played on Friday. 19 
November. 

The Second tournament, after the Diplomat's and Open Junior's 
which was singed in October in the hotel's newly-built courts, is being 
organized by Forte Grand's Tennis Professional James Downing. 
Trophies will be offered to the winners of the three events that are to 
be played; Men's Singles, Ladies Singles and Mixed Doubles. 

AD those interested must have their applications in to Forte Grand 
by this coming Monday, 8 November. 



Jordan's first major pop festival 

Shattering the silence 
in Amman’s arenas 


By Haitham Ibr ahim and 
Amjad Abnl Huda 
Special to the Star 

MUSICAL SILENCE has domi¬ 
nated tbe auditoriums of Amman 
longer than anybody can recall It 
wasn't until Jesse Junta came 
from the States a year ago, that the 
idea of a "proper" concert came to 
life and new light for the music 
scene began to break. 

Juma met with lots of young 
musicians in Jordan as soon as 
he came, and started to formu¬ 
late in his head an idea for a big. 
pop concert. His efforts were 
finally realized when last Satur¬ 
day, the hallways of tbe Palace 
of Culture were crowded with 
all waiting eagerly to get 
to see live bands perform in 
Jordan's first major concert 
In full thrust the National 
Music Conservatory released ads 
every where in the printed and 
the electronic media, result¬ 
ing in an excellent turn-out 
for the concert. 

The show started with tbe 
voices of DJs Muhannad 
Al Jazirah and Rania Kas- 
skaeh, hosts of the show. 
Running for about two and 
half hours, the show was 
comprised of five bands: 

Los Morenos, Black Onyx, 
Faculty X. The Floyds and Dead 
Sea Fishing Club. 

Appearing first on stage. Los 
Morenos performed, with accepta¬ 
ble competence, some Los Lotos 
and other Spanish music. Their 
vocalist's voice fitted the music 
excellently and sounded profes¬ 
sional all the way. But the choice 
of mellow songs weighed down 
*fciPtiP 9 §S*»Sf 7 and-^tole- .the, 
ment.pf.exciojinent away from.fto-n 
music. Perhaps these guys are 
good, but their place isn't in a pop 
concert—maybe a fine hotel 
where-they can play 'romantic" 
music, is a better place. 

Chipping in next were Black 
Onyx, who blackened the show 
with their boring performance. 
The worn of them all was their 
vocalist who, like a baby stam¬ 
mering through the lines of a 
Shakespearean play, didn’t pro¬ 
nounce most words correctly. To 
add insult to injury, , his singing 
was most of the time way off key, 
syllables were abruptly cut and his 
voice was repellenlJ must say, his 
rendition of Elvis's Love Me Ten¬ 
der gave us a good cackle! Blade 
Onyx's keyboardist was appar¬ 
ently trying to show off tbe skill 
of his speedy fingers. Sliding his 
fingers up and down the keyboard, 
he added unnecessary "jazzy" 
Conches that distracted the listener 
from the music. 

Superior musicianship, profes¬ 
sional playing and dedication 
were surprising elements in 
Faculty X's performance. Surpris¬ 
ing because we are not used to 
this level of musicianship in Jor¬ 
dan. This was the best act of the 
evening that, unfortunately, most 
of the audience failed to appro- 


riate-'The reason must to thaiteveT 
rybody came in to look for a good 
dance and not just enjoy the music 
just for music's sake. 

Faculty X played professionally 
all the way. Some pieces included 
difficult tempo changes;- which 
they played with slick and grace. 
The music of Faculty X came 
solid and confident, with each 
player showing mastery of bis 
own instrument. Their choice of 
songs, some of which'were their 
own, were on the classical side 
of rock. Their own composi¬ 
tions were artistic, complex add 
well-developed musically. A 
pure and clean performance! 

Kicking off with Money For 
Nothing, The Floyds {ook most 
of the space on the stage With 
about 3 musicians , playing. 
Acceptable vocals and good 
renditions of such classics front 
tbe likes of Pink Floyd and oth¬ 
ers made the crowd dance in 
madness and ecstasy. .A nice 
touch was having trumpet and 
flute in the music—a treat 
not seen in many rock con¬ 
certs. Although the vocals 
weren't staggering, the 
music was played well 
enough to keto our ears 
tuned in for the 
performance. 

Late in the evening. Dead 
Sea Fishing Club were the last' 
Ingredient to perform in the pop 

E ol Their performance wasnttoil- ~ 
ant, but what remained of tire 
crowd, (for many had left because 
it was getting late), reacted to tire 
music joyfully. Occasional off- 
tune singing, off-beat playing and' 
many unnecessary guitar solos 
contributed to the injuries to 
DSEC'sm-. 

Widrauth.^ie'.siMeriQr-rpf Jesse^j 
luma, the National Music Conser? 
vatory. Gbi-Rho-Ma, Music Box 
and the cooperation of- the media, 
this event would've been long 
dead in the cradle. Also sincere 
and dedicated to their job were tbe 
police force at the concert; who 
stopped people from dancing and 
made them sit down! How on 
earth can you expect people at a 
concert to sit down, glued to their 
seats, and not to move at all to tbe 
music? We're human, you know! 

In spite of the criticisms we've 
riled, this festival was a delight to 
see simply for tbe fact that it 
existed at all. So, before we all 
start raving about tow good or bad 
it was, let us just say that as the 
first major concert in Jordan, this 
concert was well-worth tire effort 
the organizers put in. The faults 
we pointed out merely serv&as our 
contribution to tbe betterment of 
the music scene and should not be 
understood in any other manner. 

In retrospect, excitement over¬ 
comes us when we remember how 
musically empty Jordan ts/was. 
and how such festivals promise a 
better prospect for our infant musj-. 
cal scene. When the scene is estab¬ 
lished, and big bands start taking 
money out or ydur pocketbook,. 
you can be sore we’ll steer you 
through tbe craps. ■ 


Jurassic Park— what an experience t 
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bigscreSTmaybe they really were 

^XfilmbigSSvra. tat the whole otang «*«■ ^ 

■ nfaete: it's waiting to buy the ticket, it’s liJevaH^snacksyou c^l 
S oL on-tfs die trailers at the beginning of the shots' end the 

going to see . 

' : I parked my car in the basement downstairs and tried to ’ 

where to go from there. Basements always give rra: a m raster 
.ing, and as this one wasn't labeled clearly. I had some difficulty in 
, getting out and finding the cinema entrance. , - r f ■_ 

7 - Going down tbe numerous steps I waved to the party of f 

‘ awaiting me. 1 smiled and felt a tingling sensation go down my J 
• spine. They had already bought my ticket, so there was no 
fuss about that. 1 quickly turned towards Cite food counter and asked 
■ior some popcorn. "Come back in 5 minutes" he said-l coul dnt 
believe it, this.was a cinema, and popcorn was essninal. I ordered , 
inafpiari (for the time being, of course) a soft dnnk. You are not 
allowed to take it in," he said. I looked towards my friends and 
laughed; There was no need to argue. Empty-bonded we walked in 
towards the entrance. . 

’• The theatre was reasonably full; however, we were still able to 
find good seats. I was disappointed once I sat down and noticed 
scattered popcorn, empty plastic bags and sweet wrappers on the 
Jloor and all over the seats. I brushed off my seat as I sat down and 
•felt that it was'indeed a good idea to forbid drinks inside the theatre. 

Tbe movie be gan arto it was astounding. The whole theme behind 
.. the.film was incredibly thought out.. This enormous park built for 
entertainment reasons, turns into a nightmare. There were some 
startling scenes, rather gruesome in a way. That's when I realized 
there were children in the theatre! A sudden outburst from a child 
caused me to turn around quickly. I remembered then the big issue 
about this movie in. the United States about it being rated PGrl3 
because of “siidi scenes. The word censorship unfortunately only 
mwwc cutting out parts of a movie 3 tid nothing else... To think that 
these young children were allowed in! 

By the time the interval came, I was thirsty and I really wanted to 
have my popcorn. I gulped down my fizzy drink (and felt rather 
sick afterwards) and took back only popcorn; there was nothing else 
I could eat 

The mo vie, ended quickly after that and 1 was rather disappointed 
by its abrupt ending. Jurassic Park 2 is obviously going to be pro¬ 
duced soon, tot couldn't the story be finalized in a more ’satisfying’ 
way? 

Leaving tbe theatre 1 noticed I was not as excited as 1 had been 
when I came. The audience kept making the silliest remarks and 
clapped every time the children were saved (of course, this does - 
happen qufteoftenm the movie!). . - 
Tlie cmema was generally duty, not to mention the stench in the 
bathrooms. What a pity! 

I thought that it was really true, going to the cinema was more 
$Bp t the mpyfe itsqfc^ it vm about everything elsq.a^ygjl. Alibis 

onal ab In** 

• K •!» 1 »V>r * ---f-v.' 


Charge d'Affaires at the 
embassy of Pakistan, Mr 
Shaukat Alt Mukadam, 
was blessed with a baby 
daughter on 23 October. 
She came in weighing at 
a hefty 4.5 kilos . 
Mabrouk! 




Agenda 


PIAZZA ITALIA 

The Embassy of Italy, in coop¬ 
eration with Hotel InterContinen¬ 
tal Jordan, will hold an Italian 
week of elegance, fashion, ait and 
culture, 3-7 November. 

EXHIBITIONS 

-r Sa'adl El Ka'bi is exhibits 
at Alia Art Gallery until 1 
November. 

HB ' Artist Mohammad Abu-Zraiq 


is currently exhibiting his works 
at the RCC until 10 November. 

** The Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation is hosting an exhibi¬ 
tion by Amnar Khammash until 
3 December at Darat AI Fumrn. 

*• The Royal Cultural Center will 
host Mohammad Jaloos's works 
until 14 Nov, 

nuns 

«“ Jane Eyre, PL EL will be 
screened at the British Council, 
Wednesday, 10 November, at 7:00 
pm. 

As the last items in the Yul 
Brynner Rim Festival, the Ameri¬ 
can Center will present West- 


world at 3:00, to be followed by 
The Brothers Karamazov at 6:00 
pm. Both films will be shown 
today Thursday, 4 November. On 
Sunday, 7 November, tbe Center 
vrill present The Seven Samurai 

acSjwpm. 

jt- Two films .will be shown at the. 
French Cultural Crater. The short 
film. The Boats’ Dinner and die 
. long film. The Epic of Delicates¬ 
sen. Screening begins at 8:00 pm, 
Monday, 8 November. 

LECTURE 

ur Byzantine and Ur 
estine: The ~ 
ity will be tbe subject of a lecture 
by Dr Irfan Qawar Shahid, Mon-. 
day 8 November. 8:00 PM at 


3 































A 








ourdain 


Supplement en frangais du Star 


Ambiance italienne 

• Un air de Vivaldi flotte stir Amman depuis hier... C'est le moment de gouter a 
l'ambiance d'une place typique italienne a Vhotel Intercontinental, "Piazza Italia n 
estjustement le litre de ces cinq fours consacres a Velegance, Vart et la culture sous 
I'egide de VAmbassade d’ltalie. 

Bn permanence des tableaux de Lorenzo Fonda son! exposes, amsi que des arts - 
cles ae mode. Chaque soir, le chef Celeste Tonon, vena specialement de Yenisei 
tree l evenement en priparant un diner gastronomique. Plaisirs de la boucke, mens 
amsi plaisirs des yeux avec la presentation d'un defile de mode des plus grands 
noms de la couture, jeudL 

Pour les soirees de vendredi et samedi, avis au melomanes! Le premier soir, le pi- 
aniste Alberto Pomeranz offrira un recital avec des oeuvres de Casella, Liszt, Rossi- 
nL. Samedi, place a Popera avec Pinterpretation d’eurs cetebres par le baryton Mo¬ 
no Boccardo. 

Connmtie "la dolce vita"pour un soir vous coUtera entre 10 et 30 DJ. Renseig- 
nez-vous auprks de l 'Intercontinental. 



Sismologie 

La faille du Jourdain 
sous haute surveillance 

En 2000 ans, une vingtaine de seismes a frappe les abords du Jourdain-Mer morte. Quel est le risque d'un tremblement de 

terre aujourd'hui en Jordanie? Deux experts nous repondent. 

^ STYLET tnessaute sur la aux erreuxil Dans " — -——- 

ndQe blanche. A l'encre rouge. 1 a sa thfese de sis- ^^ ~m -w 

KMndre oscillation de I’ficorce ter- mologie soutenae m ' I jrv -mm 

stre est netranscrite. Les courbes I a St^bourg, Na- I t^T^Tl I If 1 * Q f| Ol^l 

wt donees, le trait est lent. Pas ^ T 'V .^PF2i jib Abou Karaki V/vl 11 Vi IV A A 

= sfeisme enregistrt, ce matin, par : ' ■ . s'est attachfi ft dfe- O 

DmvStfeSXTSsiom I* Luis Rivera, sismologue a l’lnstitut de physique du globe 

5tS£^ t 32lJr r nS 'Ml riq ^n. ^ la de Strasbourg, est actuellement en mission en Jordanie 

"Pfev. "<V. : -jdmu T*. de pour contribuer ft l'etude de la faille du Jourdain. 

an 10CT <fdinp AA ^... * 


LE STYLET tressaute sur la 
fertile blanche. A l'encre rouge, la 
medudre oscillation de I'ficorce ter- 
restre est retranscrite. Les courbes 
soot douces, le trait est lost Pas 
de sfeisme enregistrfi, ce matin, par 
la station sismolqgiqne de 
rUmvershfi de Jordanie, mai< tout 
implement one temp&te sur la 
mer mfediterranfie aprfes une nuit 
cTorage... 

InstalUe en 1981 dans le dfi- 
partement de gfiologie, cette sta¬ 
tion veiBe jour et nuiL Use sonde 
enterrfie ft deux metres dans le sol 
soffit pour Sue ft I'ficoute des 
mouvements de terrain dang le 
monde entier. Un tremblement de 
terre efune magnitude sopfirieure ft 
6 au Mexique ou au Japon est im- 
mfidiateroent enregistrt id Mais, 
la menace est bien phis proebe. La 
station sext suitout ft enrcgistrer 
les smarts d’activitfi de la faille 
du Jourdain ft quelques dizaines 
de kilometres-. 

Le 3 aoftt dernier, les mouve¬ 
ments du stylet sont devenus frfin- 
fetiques. La page s'est couverte de 
traits scn€s chine amplitude in- 
habitnelle A ce moment, un trem- 
blemcnt de terre venai^be^ &M : - 
clencher ft 150 km au Sud 
d*Aqaba dans la mer rouge. Mag- 
nitnde 6. Pas de dfig&ts dans cette 
zone inhahitfic. mais une alerte sfi~ 
rieuse. 

"Ce sfeisme n'est pas une sur¬ 
prise. Depuis 1983, nous enregis- 
tFons des crises pferiodiques dans 
le Golfc cTAqaba u , soufigne Najib 
Abou Karaki, profess eur assistant 
au dfepartemeot de gfiologie. "Heu- 
leusement, les sfiismes sembknt 
s'feloigncx des dims". Ce coup de 
semooce, resseuo jusqu'ft A mm an, 
a rappelfe ft beaucoup que la Jorda- 
me se situe le long efune faille 
gfiologiqiie trts active. 

La "transforznante du Jourdain" 
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aux erreurs!Dans 
sa thfese de sis¬ 
mologie soutenue 
ft Strasbourg. Na¬ 
jib Abou Karaki 
s'est attach^ ft 66- 
poussider la sis- 

mologre histo- 
rique de la 
rtgion. 

A cause de 
probifemes de 
chronologic et 
(feneurs de con¬ 
version entre le 
calendrier de 

Hifegire et le ca- 
leudrier chrttieu. 
un mfhne sfeisme 
a pu Stre rtperto- 
rife sous dix dates 
diffferentes! Sel- 
on le sismologue 
jordanien, ces 
bourdes ont coo¬ 


ler station sismologique de'VUmversite du Jourdain enregistre aussi bien les ^ Stt ^" 

soubresauts de la faille du Jourdain que des tremblements mqjeurs aux antipodes. - 


court, en effet. de la TVrqirie ft la 
mer rouge. Elle marque la fiuii- 
’lifere fesrae 11 delht" ‘fSaqofei J 
placement opposfe.. Aina, la 
plaque arabique, sur laquelle se 
tiouve la Jordanie, remonte vers le 
Nord ft raison d'un centimfetre par 
an par rapport ft la plaque Sinal- 
Paiestme. Ce glissement lateral, 
comparable ft celni observfe dans 
la fmlle de Saint Andreas en Cali- 
fonrie, provoque des sfeismes rt- 
guhers: dix neuf tremblements 
majeure en deux mi lie ans. Le 
dernier date de 1927 avec des 
dfeg&ls important dans des villes 
et villages de part et d'autre du 
Jourdain. 

Le risque d'un nouveau cata- 
clysme exists bel et bien. Mais 
quand? En sismologie, difficile de 


prfevoir. "n est impossible 
d'affiimer qn’fl y aura un tremble- - 
knfenr de y&rie ds»4eff71n2fia?M$ 
a vemr, mai?it eif 'impbsEH 1 

ble de dire qu’il D*y en aura pas 
dans les cinq mmirres qui vien- 
nenL..". Pour confirmer ses dires, 
Najib Abou Karaki cite I'exemple 
de la Califomie oh, maigrt une 
surveillance intensive, des rtismes 
anivent pratiquemenl toujours par 
surprise. 

"Dans cette rtgion, notre chance 
est tfavoir les doonfees his tori ques 
les phis andennes au monde. 
GrSce aux fecritures et ft la pre¬ 
sence de sites antiques rtpartis au- 
tour de la faille, il est possible de 
reconsdtuer ITristoire sismolo¬ 
gique des deux demiere mi 116- 
naires", affirme-t-iL Mais, gaie 


risque sismique 
dans la rtgion. 
Pas question de mer le danger, 
mais il souhaite Ie-ramfedet l i%' , un' i: 
niveau plus raisormafeile:- 'D'aprfes 1 “ 
mes analyses, aucun site habitfe n'a 
6t6 touchfe dans le passfe par une 
intensitfe supfirieure ft 9. 
L'apphcation d'un code de con¬ 
struction prenam en compte cette 
iutensitfe rtduirah gran dement le 
danger". 

Un tel code existe dfejft dans les 
textes jordauiens. Mais, qui 
l'applique? Aprfes des dfecenmes 
d'une urbanisation galopante du 
Royaume, Vimpact d'un tremble- 
mem de terre risque, de phis, 
d'fitre bien diffferent de celui des 
sifecles passes... ■ 

Florent Chevolleau 


"IL EST urgent d'fetudier I'activitd de la faille du 
Jourdain pour nrieux la comprendre et prtdser le 
danger". Luis Rivera, sismologue ft ITnstitut de 
physique du globe de Strasbourg, n'est pas arrivfe 
en Jordanie en touriste. Concrfetement, il met sur 
pied une operation cfenvergure pour I'6t6 prochain: 
le dfeploicmcct d'une vingtaine de stations sis- 
miques portables au Sud-Est de la mer mone. Une 
premifere pour feclaircir un morceau du puzzle g6o- 
logique de lartgion. 

Depuis phxsieurs annfees, I'insritut frangais entre- 
tient des relations £troites avec le dfepartement de 
gfeologie de iTJiriversitfe de Jordanie ft travers le 
professeur assistant Abou Karaki, ancien boursier 
du gouvemement frangais. La mise en place d'un 
rtseau de stations sismologiques perraettra de rc- 
cueillir des informations complfeznentaires ft celies 
euregistrtes par la station permanente de 

"Chaque jour, Ia.rtgian..est secoufee de perils. 
stismes. Ds ne provoquent pas de dfegftts et sont in- 
discernables par ITromme, mais leur enregistre- 
ineni est trfes utile pour localiser I’emplacement de 
la faille et comprendre son activitfe", explique Luis 
Rivera. Pendant deux mois. des capteurs trfes sensi- 
bles seront done dissfeminfes dans un rayon de 50 
kilomfeues autour du Wadi Araba. 

Mieux comprendre 1'activitfe sismique de cette 
rtgion est une des priori t6s de I Ins ti nit de physique 
du globe de Strasbourg. Aprfes les grands sfismes 
d'Axmfenie, en 88, de Gfeorgje, en 91. et de T\trquie, 
en 92, Luis Rivera avait 6mdi6 sur place les causes 
de ces cataclysmes. "Nous cherchons ft avoir une 
vision cohdrente du bassin mfediterranfeen et du 
Caucase. Or. Ia remonrte de la plaque arabique 
vers le Nord est une doonfee essentielle qu’il est d6- 
cessaire de mieux connaltrc", prtdse le sismo- 


mm. 



Luis Rivera 
prfpare 
Installation 
d'une 

vingtaine de 
stations 
sismologiques 
, Pan 
prochain, 
avec Paide de 
VAmbassade 
de France. 


logue. Cette derive provoque en effet la formation 
de montagnes jennes en Anatolie et la fenneture 
des mers europfeennes. comme la mer noire. 

Pour l'fetude d'un dfeplacement latferal entre deux 
plaques, comme on l'observe dans la faille du Jour¬ 
dain, 1'observation satellite est aussi trfes utile. Ain- 
si, les dichfes de Spot image sont une mine 
d'informaaons. 

"Nous sommes trfes heureux d'offrir aux cher- 
cheurs franfais un laboratoire nature] idfeal avec 
une activirt sismique pennanente et des donnfees 
historiques andennes", souligne Najib Abou Kara¬ 
ki. "Nous espferons que la mise en commun de nos 
efforts permettra de contribuer ft percer les 
mystferes du comportement de notre faille". ■ 

F.C. 
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"AVEC MES yeux bleus et mes 
cheveux blonds", on me prend 
sou vent pour une Circassienne • 
sourit Nadia Boushnaq. "En fait, 
je suis la seule arabe musulmane ft 
toe candidate". Cest pour 1*00 des 
quaere sifeges arabes musulmans 
de la circoascription de Zarqa 
qu'elle se bsL Une bataille qd 
promd d’etre rode. En 1989. deux 
sifeges avaient €t£ enlevfes par les 
Fifties musulmans, un tnnsifeme 
par un islamiste, et le dernier par 
tm chef tribal. 

Mfere de trois enfruits, Nadia 
Boushnaq, qui aura 50 ans cette 
annfe, est nfee ft Naplouse. A I'ftge 
de 9 mil- elle suit ses parents ft 
Amman od elle de\*ieni enseig- 
nante d'anglais et de culture phy¬ 
sique. En 1967, elle se marie et va 
vivre ft Zarqa oh sot man est in- 
afaiair ft la raffinerie de pdtrole. 
ctunrprise dont fl est aujourdlrui le 
vice-directeur. 

Depuis 1975. Nadia Boushnaq 
navaule b&dvolemem dans le do- 
maine social Prtsideott de la 
branche locale de la Wdferation 
e£ntrale des femmes jordaroennes 
de 1982 ft 1990. elle est depuis un 
an ft la (fete de I'Office de consulta¬ 
tion pour les femmes actives ft 
Zarqa. 

mme Toujan Faisal el Janet 
al Mufti, qui visent tou its les d«w 
lc sifege dreassien de la trotsteme 
circonscriptton cTAmman. Nadia 
B rntthnnq fetait dfejft candidate tors 
des flections panemenlaires de 
1989. 

|j y a quaere ans. aucune des 
donee candidates n'ovait 6t£ fehw. 


Elections 

Une femme en course 

Nadia Boushnaq est Tune des trois femmes candidates aux elections de lundi 
prochain. La seule h. briguer un siege arabe musulman. Portrait et interview. 


Avec 2602 voix, Nadia 
Boushnaq se classait en 
21feme position dans sa 
drconscriprion, sur soix- 
ante candidats, et 6feme 
femme (4,47% des voix) 
d en i fere Janet al Mufti 
(9.93%) et Toujan Faisal 
(4,57%). 

Le fait que cette annfee 
les deux autres femmes en 
course se prtseutent pour 
le m£me sifege poomut 
bien faire de Nadia 
Boushnaq la ga g nante an 
score. Et qui sait, peut- 
fetre. la premifere femme ft 
sifege r au pariement jorda¬ 
nien. Quelque soil le ver¬ 
dict des umes. 1'essentiel 
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pour elle est de maintemr ^ 

vivant le mouvement des Nodta Boushnaq et la reme Noor a l inauguration du centre de 
femmes. consultation pour femmes actives a Zarqa. 

Le Jfourdain: Quefles cTargent. Un des grands problfemes fit en passant, ne cofltera pas phis 

sont les prioritfes de votre pro- de la Jordanie est le cbSmage. Il qu*un seul " mansaf * (moins de 

gramme Sectoral? serait souhai table de favoriser la 5000 DJ). Tout le monde travaille 

Nadia Boushnaq: La prioritfe, ertaritm d'enneprises, de drer le bfenfevoletnenL . 

c'est rear humain. Comment le mdlleur parti du dynamisme des Riad Boushnaq (son man): 
rendre heureux et ft l'aise dans son jcunes pour les rendie utiles ft leur Nadia est ia seule gnv tiriqty ft Zar- 

epviionnemenL Faire en sorte pays et de nrieux prfparcr les en- qa qui n'ait frappfe ft aucune porte. 

qu’i! puisse sentir qu'il est un fetre fonts ft affitmter 1’avenir. D serait Tous les jours depuis plus d'un 

humain. Bien entendu, nous avons bon aussi d’appFendre aux femmes mois, eUe est invitfe ft six ou dix 

besoin de tefiement de chores -et aux homines- ft se d&annsser endroits difffirenis oft elle rencon- 

jfons none gouvernorai, ft Zarqa: il des prtjugfes, ft avoir le courage de tre ft chaque fois 60 ft 180 per- 

nV a pas de pare pour enfants, pas penser plus Hbremem et sonnes. J’esrime que le nombre 

dc bibliothfeque. pas de centre d'expriiner I«ns pensfees. tfinvitations a augmenlfe de plus 

sportif... r t rv.- ^ . de 40% par rapport ft 1989. 

Id plus de 85% des femmes ne LJ-: Qm vous sentient dans 
sont oas salarifees. fl faudrait dfevc- votre campagne flectorale? LJ.: Aprfes votre dfefeHe en 

Ioddct des programmes pour leur NJB.: Mon man, mes enfants, 1989, qu’est-ce qui vous But es- 
nmnettre de faire travaux ft la mes amis. Ccst mon man qui fi- pferer gagner cette annee? 

Em pour gagner un peu nance route ma campagne. qm son En 1989. la candidature 


dit en passant, ne cofltera pas phis 
qu*un seul "mansaf (moins de 
5000 DJ). Tout le monde travaille 
bfenfevolemenL . 

Rind Boushnaq (son man): 
Nadia est la seule candidate ft Zar¬ 
qa qui n'ait frappfe ft aucune porte. 
Tous les jours depuis plus d'un 
mois, eUe est invitfee ft six ou dix 
endroits difffirenis oft elle rencon¬ 
tre ft chaque fois 60 ft 180 per- 
sonnes. resume que le nombre 
d'invirations a augments de plus 
de 40% par rapport ft 1989. 

LJ.: Aprfes votre dfifrite en 
1989, qu’est-ce qui tous fait es- 
pfirer gagner cette annee? 

En 1989, la candidature 


d'une femme fitait une chose noo- 
velle, surprenante. Les geos ont 
votfe pour des hormnes. mais la 
plupart des dfeputfes ont dfequ leur 
Sectoral. Aujourd'hui, les felec- 
teurs cherchenl 006140*00 de 
sinefere. Depuis que je suis ft la 
t&te de I'Office de consul can on 
pour les femmes actives, ft Zarqa, 
les geos me connaissent mieux. Et 
depuis prfes de vingt ans, ils ont pu 
feprouver ma sino&ife et mon dfe- 
vouemenL De plus, je cruis que le 
changement Sectoral jouera en 
ma faveur, bien que je n’ai pas de 
support tribal. 

LJ.: Avez-vous fetfe agressfee 
dnrant la campagne flectorale? 

NJL: Souvent dans les meet¬ 
ings felectoraux, des extrtmistes 
rehgicox m’apostrophent trts 
radement "Comment peux-tu te 
pr&eodre musulmane? Tu ne 
pones pas de foulard, tu mets du 
rouge ft Ifevres et tu paries en pub¬ 
lic!". Je lenr rttorque que la Jorda- | 
trie est un Elat islamiqne et que la 
Constitution amorise les femmes ft ; 
se porter candidates. Que je sms 
une femme bonnfete et que mes 
vetements sont dfecents. 
D’habitude je porte une robe 
longue, tradirionnelle. brodfie, 
avec de longues marches. Jajonte 
que je suis fifere d'dtre arabe, mu¬ 
sulmane et dfivoufie ft mon pays. 
Aprfes cela, gfenferalemenL ils quit- 
tent la salle... ■ 

Propos recneHIis par dandine 
Assad 


Expo 

Papiers peints 

Al Jaloos pr€sente le resultat de ses demieres recherches de 
peinture sur papiers, au CCF, jusqu’au 14 novembre. 

DEPUIS DEUX ans, - _ -; 

le peintre jordanien 
Al Jaloos a dfelaissfe la 
toile comme support 
de son inspiration. 

Son mfidium favori 
est mainteuant le pa- 

pier ou plut6t les papi- ^ _ 

ers: papier-dessin, pa- 
pier-carton. papier- 
journal, papier-peint... 

"Sur ces surfaces, ma 

peinture prend une au- A1J1 

tre dimension. Les dfi- m a ' 

tails sont plus ptfeds J mi 

et l’ensemble plus sen- MM 

sible". explique-t-il. ,11 m MM 

Le noir et les gris, ^HE uwxBl mm {;■ - i9 

obtenus ft l'encre de f ^ . 

Chine, dominent dans f ;fBB ■ 

ces nouvelles ceuvres ■ K V ' 

prtsentfees au Centre % '--4 7■■ 

culmrel francs, V. /iif: [” 

Mais. dans chaque ——- : —- ^ 

^ve 3 ^^ Poar ^ Jtdoos, la seule maniire de renouveler Part pictured passe par - 
delate. Le plus souvent Putilisation de supports mixtes. Il a choisi les papiers. 
du rouge. "Cette trace 

ficarlate doit attirer Toil du specta- Plus denses, les compositions de Vesthfitique des caraciferes ’. pre- 

ieur Le surpiendre. Cest la clfe du petit formal tranchent tout de cise Al Jaloos. 

tableau", confie Al Jaloos. mSme. Un exerdee de style pour Dficidfiment, la Charente- • 

Ce cOTtraste entre l'encre et la Al Jaloos: "Sur une petite surface. Maritime est tombfie sous le" 

peinture acrylique se retrouve dans il fout beaucoup mieux ctmtrdler charme du jeune artiste jordanien. 

chacune des compositions. Les son traiL La contrainte pour le En effet, apres La Rochelle, Al Ja- ] 

collages de papiers de diffferentes peintre est plus grande. Pour moi, loos est juste de retour d'une expo- ’ 

fepaisseurs appeatent des reliefs, c'est comme une discipline". sition en solo ft Rochefort. 11 * 

Pour le pemtre jordanien, Dans deux tableaux, il est amu- compte retoumer trfes rapidement 

I'utilisation de diffferents su^XHts sant de repferer des fragments de dans cette rtgion fran$aise. Peut- 

est la seule fa^on de renouveler joumaux franfais. Souvenirs de la Stre, reviendra-l-il avec des toiles. 

1'art pictural. participation du peintre ft un festi- Ces demiferes expferimentations 

Lutilisation systfimatique des val prfes-de La Rochelle. "Peu im- marquent en effet la fin de sa pferi- 

mSmes ingrtdienis et mfimes mfe- porte. le conienu rtdacdonnel des ode papier. ■ 

diodes n'est pas sans donna une joumaux que j*utilise. C'est la tex- 

irapression de rfpfetition. de redite. ture du papier qui m'intfiresse et F.C. 


ficarlate doit attirer 1'ceil du specta- 
icur. Le surpiendre. Cest la clfe du 
tableau", confie Al Jaloos. 

Ce cOTtraste entre l'encre et la 
peinture acrylique se retrouve dans 
rhiw-nna des compositions. Les 
collages de papiers de diffferentes 
fepaisseurs apportent des reliefs. 
Pour le peintre jordanien, 
I'utilisation de diffferents supports 
est la seule fajon de renouveler 
I'art pictural. 

^utilisation systfimatique des 
mSmes ingrtdienis et mfimes mfi- 
thodes n'est pas sans donna une 
impression de rfpfetition. de redite. 


Vesthfitique des caractferes". pre¬ 
cise Al Jaloos. 

Dficidfiment, la Charente v 
Maritime est tombfie sous lc' 
charme du jeune artiste jordanien. 
En effet, apres La Rochelle, Al Ja- J 
loos est juste de retour d'une expo¬ 
sition en solo ft Rochefort. II : 
compte retoumer trfes rapi dement 
dans cette rtgion franpaise. Peut- 
fitre, reviendra-i-il avec des toiles. 
Ces demiferes expferimentations 
marquent en effet la fin de sa pfiri- 
ode papier. ■ 


* 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
6-11 Nov. 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

W;30 — The Fanelli Boys 
0*00 — Da Beat's On 
— Perspectives 
10:00 — News at Ten 
11H20 — Feature Film: Thun- 
®r. Thunder is an American 
Indian who defends his ances¬ 
tor's graves„.on land to be 
exploited by the American 
army. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — -You Bet Your Life, 
with Bfll Cosby. 

09:10 — Thirty Something. 
Suzanne is offered a job in New 
York, but Gary doesn't want to 
move. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
1030— Doc: Panorama 
11:10 — Golden Palace. Oliver 
a reunited with his alcoholic 

mother. 

MONDAY 

0830—Delta 

09:10 — The House Of Eliott. 
Lydia is furious about Arthur's 
proposal to Evie while Beatrice 
and Evie are having financial 
problems. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Chancer. Jimmy Blake 
admits one of his greatest lies 
and Dex raises emough money 
to complete the gambling dub. 

TUESDAY 

0830 — Night Court. Jndge 
Stone was deserted by his 
mother when he was five. As he 
laments her absence from his 
life, he receives good news. 

09:10— Brand New Life 
10:00— News at Ten 
i030^-Featnre Film: Greta 


Garbo. A documentary fOm on 
the life of actress Greta Garbo 
who mysteriously retired early 
and lived in seclusion until her 
death in 1990. 

WEDNESDAY 

08:30 — Head of the Class. 
Irvin gets a part-time job in an 
exclusive dub. 

09:00 — Documentary: 

Donana; The Last Resort An 
island off of the Spanish Coast 
Donana is being threatened by 
environmental disasters that 
threaten its biological inhabi¬ 
tants and tourism. 

10:00 — News at Ten 

10:20 — A Woman named 

Jackie 

THURSDAY 

0830 — Coach. Christine is 
rejected again and again as a 
TV news reader because of her 
age. 

09KM) — Reasonable Doubts 
10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Movie of the Week: 
The Secret Kirk Douglas is a 
grandfather who has to deride 
between the future of his 9-year- 
old grandson and his own politi¬ 
cal future. 

FRIDAY 

0830 — Documentary: Hie 
Helicopter Pilot How to become 
an air pilot. 

09:10 — ENG. An old man 
becomes a hero after saving a 
woman from being magged. 
10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Blackheatfa Poisoning 
11:10 — Yes Minister 

PROGRAMMES 

FRAN9AIS 



Kirk Douglas in "The Secret" on Thursday at 10:20 pm 


SAMEDI 

05:30 — Pif et Hercnle 
05:41 — L’EcoJe des Fans .. 
06:30 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Usbuaia 

DIMANCHE 

5:30 —Film 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15—Fenetre Sur 

LUNDI 

05:30 — Les Aventuriers de 
L'espace 

06:00 — Omnisciences 
0630 — Magny 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 


MARDI 

0530 — Le Monde Sous-Marin 
06 KM) — Beaumanoir 
07:00 —Le Journal 
07:15 — Vari 6 t£s 

MERCREDI 

05:30— Ordy 

06KM)—Le vagabond des Mers 

07:00 — Le Journal 

07:15— Le Journal de 

L'Histoire 

JEUDI 

0530 — Surprise Sur Prise 
07KM) — Le journal 
07:15 — Rencontre 

VENDREDI 

0530 — Le Monde est a Vous 
07:00— Le Journal 
07:15 — Orient Sur Seine 


— SouthrPoeific~ 


Deteriorating quality of life 


By David Robie 

)ESPITE PERCEPTIONS that 
'arific Islands arc predominantly 
rial societies, problems in the 
>wns could provide a flashpoint 
jr trouble in the region, an inter- 
ational seminar in Papua New 
iuinea has been told. 

"Urban areas, and therefore 
ntire countries and the Pacific 
egion. are about to face some 
ixtremely serious and explosive 
imotions," warned geographer Dr 
enny Bryant-Tokalau of the Uni- 
rereity of the South Pacific. 

"There is no doubt that the use 
if resources and the contamina- 
ion of water supplies cannot con- 
inue unabated." she said. 

Unsafe drinking water supplies, 
lolluted lagoons, spreading dis¬ 
uses and massive loss of topsoil 
ire already realities, said Bryant, 
[escribing the sharp deterioration 
Q the quality of life in many 
teciEc towns in the wake of a dra¬ 
matic change in population 
ottems. 

Several countries are more than 
0 percent urban. Only Niue. 
>apua New Guinea. Solomon 
stands. Vanuatu and Western 
tamoa have less than a quarter of 
heir population living in urban 
reas. 

In addition, the Solomon Islands 
riD have 26 percent of its popula- 
ion living in urban areas by the 
rear 2006 and Papua New Guinea 
rill be 33 percent urban by 2005. 

f present growth rates continue. 
Some estimates say Vanuatu will 
iso be more than 25 percent urba- 
by the turn of the century. 

The two other countries with 
0 wer urban populations. Niue and 
Vestem Samoa, have high migra- 
ioo rates with the majority of 
[jeir populations living abroad— 
a urban areas. 

However, said Dr Bryant: "The 
lefLnition of urbanization, and the 
scent changing economic circum- 
taoces in Western Samoa in par- 
icuiar—with the establishment of 
stories employing large numbers 
/ women—make the calculation 
f the urban population difficult as 
t js obviously changing rapidly." 

Some projections place Western 
iamoa's urban population at 25 
jHcent by the year 2000 . 

' "Moreover," added Dr Bryant, 
’it is quite possible that with 
return migration, particularly from 
^lew Zealand, which has increas- 
unemployment levels, espe- 
jjally among Maori and Pacific 
[slanders, pressure on Apia will 
ucrease as return migrants seek 


The urban Pacific 



' Seven countries arc now more lr,a,i50S> urban 
1 Nauru is 1 GO'.* urbanised: !Jcv: Caledonia SOS 
1 Papua New Guinea is only 15^3 urbanised but bas the biggest cities 


work in the urban area." 

The impact of migration, such 
as from outer islands and from 
highlands to coast, includes pres¬ 
sure on land ownership and 
access, the breakdown and chal¬ 
lenging of traditional patterns of 
behavior and major political 
upheavals. 

"These are likely to continue." 
said Dr Bryant, "particularly with 
higher levels of education and 
alienation of people from their 
land, overcrowding of housing, 
greater competition for education 
and health care, and a deteriora¬ 
tion in basic services. 

"Urban poverty is becoming 
increasingly obvious and the 
urban areas of the South Pacific 
are manifesting lifestyles which 
were unheard of here as recently 
as 20 years ago." 

Among major concerns are pop¬ 
ulation densities in small coastal 
areas that comprise most Pacific 
towns and cities, particularly in 
atoll nations. 

In the Marshall Islands, for 
example, 66 percent of the coun¬ 
try's entire population now lives in 
the urban centres of Majuro and 
Ebeye. The density of Ebeye is 
reputed to be one of the highest in 
the world at almost 154.000 per 
square kilometer. 

Said Dr Bryant: The pressure 
of life in such densities, even 
where the actual populations are 
small by world standards, include 
problems of communicable dis¬ 
eases. high infant mortality, 
increasing marginalization- of 
women, nutritional problems and 
severe unemployment.” 


In the Feder¬ 
ated States of 
Micronesia, 87 
percent of drink¬ 
ing water is 
piped from 
streams and con¬ 
sidered unsafe. 
Also. 70 percept 
of houses in 
Kosrae have 
poor drainage. 

In Pohnpci, 
nine percent of 
houses have no 
toilets. In 
Tuvalu, septic 
tank designs are 
inappropriate for 
local conditions. 
According to a 
recent World 
Bank report, 
only a minority 
of Pacific island¬ 
ers have access 
safe water and 


ous and illegal pollutants are being 
discharged into streams £ dridf 
• oceans. Solid waste is also a 
iem in urban areas. 

In Kolonia, Pohnpei. there is no 
organized garbage collection, forc¬ 
ing residents to dispose of waste 
in their backyards or privately 
haul it to a dumping site. Prob¬ 
lems of diarrhea, parasites and 
other infections are rife. 

"If cities cannot provide the 
basic needs for a growing propor¬ 
tion of the population and are also 
facing deteriorating environments, 
then they are clearly not 'sustains- . 
ble\" said Dr Biyant. 

Population growth, environmen¬ 
tal degradation, land distribution 
and tenure, and unemployment 
must be urgently addressed to 
avoid doomsday scenarios for the 
future, she counseled, but stressed 
that Pacific nations should rely 
less on legislation and central gov¬ 
ernment control and look to the 
communities and the local popula¬ 
tions themselves to find solutions. 


to consistently 
sanitation. 

Increasing quantities of danger- 


David Robie is a New Zealand 
journalist and author writing on 
Pacific social, political and 
development issues. He is cur¬ 
rently lecturer in journalism at 
die University of Papua New 
Guinea. 


★★In the Stars ★★ 


ARIES (21 March-19 April): An 
excellent time for athletic activi¬ 
ties. Be prepared for a pop quiz. 
TAURUS (20 
APRIL-20 MAY): 

You may have a slow 
week, especially if 
you're arguing with a 
roommate. Hold off 
od that until later .in 
the week. 

GEMINI (21 May-21 
June): You’ll leam 
easily, especially from 
a good-looking coach. 

Focus on details. 

Check everything 
three times! 

CANCER (22 June- 
22 July): Expenses 
could damper your 
good mood Tell a 
friend; maybe there's 
a cheaper way to get 
what you need. You11 leam easily. 
LEO (23 July-22 August): Take 
on a challenge. It's a good time for 
shopping if^you want to save to 



money. 


started 


on 


correspondence. 

VIRGO (23 August-22 Septem¬ 
ber): You may leel pressured by 
an assignment, but don't wony. 
You'll be able to concentrate well 
if you can find a quite place to 
work. 

LIBRA (23 September-23 Octo¬ 
ber): A group activity should be 
lots of fun. Don’t let it eat up the 
time you've planned to work. 


though, or you'll really be up 
against the walL 

SCORPIO (24 October- 21 
November): An 

arrogant boss could 
be especially annoy¬ 
ing. Get a Mend to 
help with the parts 
of the assignment 
you can't figure out 
SAGITTARIUS 
(22 November-21 
December): Excel¬ 
lent time for travel, 
if you're job didn't 
interfere. Maybe 
you can take a field 
trip. Beware of a 
boss who allows 
zero slack. Do the 
job perfectly. 
CAPRICORN (22 
December-19 Jan¬ 
uary): You may 
find a way to pay off a debt at a 
club meeting. Investigate ways 
you might sell your skills in a 
larger area, 

AQUARIUS (20 January-18 
February): If you can work with 
a partner, you’ll get more done and 
have more fun. Get your financial 
affairs in order. Apply for a loan 
or grant. 

PISCES (19 February-20' 
March): You may have to work 
hard, but you should be able to 
relax. That s especially true if you 
can be with your sweetie. Also a 
good time for romance. 


Recommended Listenings . 
SPIN DOCTORS 

Pocket full of Kryptonite 

THE NAME of Spin Doctors was unheard of until Two Princes*’ 
popped up on the Billboard top ten and it had a big imp art on 
music followers in Jordan. . . ' ' y " ■*■■} 

Spin Doctors carries a new style that mixes tire Seattle sound 
(Alternative Metal) with some musical borrowings from Manches- 
ter rock. Among 
all die snarling 
guitars and the 
heavy beats of 
tbe drums, R&B 
influences drib¬ 
ble from the 
music. Spin Doc¬ 
tor's style 

adheres to Heavy 
music, yet one 
notices the con¬ 
sistent use of 
Manchester- 
influenced guitar 
hooks (repeated, 
fast and cop- 
trolled strum¬ 
ming of a guitar), 
combined with 
American R&B 
(Rhythm and 
Blues). I think 
this is the first 
music of it's kind 
to reach oar 
shores. 

As soot as you 
buy the album. 

tbe first song you'll probably put on is (surprise, surprise!) "Two 
Princes'', which emphasizes die Seattle Sound and borrows from 
Manchester rock. It has a very Zealous beat, creating an-electro¬ 
motive force with enough energy that could “drive" you out of 
your seat. It is, not by far, tbe best song on tbe album. . 

The songs that clearly show the major influence of R&B on their 

, music are "Jimmy 

Olsen's Blues" and 
£,& > "Little Miss Cant Be 

Wrong". What exactly 
they’ve, done here is 
tirey took the old way 
of playing R&B and 
breathed life into itr 
Simply said, they 
modernized R&B. 

Ail things being con¬ 
sidered, we can all 
agree . that a new, 
good and original idea 
should .. be com¬ 
mended. because it 
sets the standards for 
any further musical 
excursions (take U2 
for example). The 
same goes for Spin 
Doctors—they ■ have 
managed to offer us something of interest. In a simpler manner, 
it's groovy, it's fabulous and it’s cooL it's Spin Docuxs. ■ - 

AMJAD ABUL HUDA 
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B Soul Asylum Grave Dancers Unum 
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12 4 Non Blondes 


JSS 

14: Kbaled 


Bigger, Better, Faster 

rvtre t ^ 

NissiNissi 



Promises and Lies 

18 Soundtrack Last Action Hem _ 

20 UL Cool J £4 Shots to the Dome ■ _ __ 

22 , Young MC * What's the Flavor? 


■=KBES5f 

Black Sunday 


26 Soundtrack 


24 Sypress Hill 

Symphonyoruynx 

Inthe lint of Fire _ 

" Hootie Mack 

30 Silk. Lose.Control 


■TOP POP 

SINGLES 

1. Informer, • \ Snow, 
Eastwest 

2. Fx«ak Me, 5tt5k 

ESecktsa - ... •;.' 

3. Nuthn’ Btif a “G” 

Than*, . Dr. ' JjDre; 
Interscope v '. 

4.1 Have Nothing, Whit¬ 
ney Houston, Arista , 

5. Don’t Walk’ Away, 
Jade* Giant 

6. Ordinary : World, 
Duran Duran. , Capitol - 

7. Mr. Wendal, Arrested 
Development, Chrysalis 

8. Cat's in the C radle, 

Ugty Joe KuL Mervxri 

9. I'm Every Woman,.. 
Whitney Houston, Arista '" 


TOP COUNTRY 
ALBUMS 

1. Some Gave All. Billy 
Ray Cyrus. Mercury 

2. Hard Workin* Man, 
Brooks & Dunn, Liberty 

3. It's Your Call, Reba 
McIntyre, MCA 

4. Slow Dancing With 
the Moon, Dolly Parian, 
Columbia 

; 5. Alibis, Tracy Lawrence, 
Atlantic 

6. Come On Come On, 
Mary- Chapin Carpenter, 
Col umbia 

7. Brand New Man, 

1 Brooks & Dunn, Arista 

8.1 Still Believe in You, 

: Vince Gill, MCA 
: 9-... The Chase, Garth 
Brooks. Liberty _ 
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Ahmad Ismail: . 
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By Vesna Masharqa 
Special to The Star 

AHMAD ISMAIL’S exhibition, 
running until 10 November at tire 
Art Gallery of the Intercontinen¬ 
tal Hotel, is a refreshing change in 
today's Jordanian art scene. In a 
search for an honest way to por-’ 
tray people in Middle Eastern arts, 
Ahmad Ismail created his own 
style—somewhere between car¬ 
toons and ornamental abstractions." 
AJ1 of his portraits are extremely 
simple, sometimes made up of 


only one 
line 1 or 
built from 
the combi¬ 
nation of a 
few . 
curved 
lines. Fea¬ 
turing a 
variety of 
portraits of. 
people in different moods, age 
groups and social backgrounds, 
Ahmad's ink on paper graphics 
produce a powerful effect with 



their stmplicity and sensitivity for 
abstraction and . original 
expression.. *•• ,/.j. • 

The fines Sow smoothly as if to' 
embrace and shape white space . 
into the map of . a human race. 
They appear to be. xesohne. and. 
soft at me same 1 tune while high¬ 
lighting one moment in tbe fife of 
a person. Tbe result is amazing*, a 
-few fines summing'op the.icom-: 
plexity of tire feature’s physical 
co ns tit u tion and,.- psychological 
characteristics. " ; ' : '7 " 

In many of foe portraits tire eyes 


are. repre¬ 
sented by 
two lines, 
at times 
amtribnt- 
ing won- 
-derfully to 
the vigour, 
of emo¬ 
tional ■ 
express- 
itMi, while 

at others, weakening tire power of 
presented fceHng and -giving foe 
characters a sleeping Cure. ■ 



r SlApSjIX - 

A FARMER WORKS 
FROM DAYBREAK TO 
BACK BREAK 


O 1993. Tribone Media Service* 



The National Music Conservatory / Noor Af Hussein Foundafibn 

Two Recitals for Italian Week 
Piano Recital 

Maestro Alberto Pomeranz: 

Friday, 5 November 1993, 7:30 prn.; : > 
Ticket price : JD 10 . / 

Ballroom of the Inter - Continental Hotel . 
Featuring pieces by Liszt, Ftossinf, 
Mussorgsky and others; 

Opera Recital 
Mario Boccardo (Bartione ) ; 
and Barbara Cattabiani ( Piano) 

Saturday, 6 November 1993^.8:00 pm.. 
Ticket Price : JD 30 
(includes fashion show and dinner) 
Ballroom of the Inter - Continental Hofei 
Featuring arias by.Beffinl, Puccini. 
Rossini. Verdi and others -, y 

Sponsored by: The Embassy of Italy,. Hotel Inter - : 
. Continental Jordan, H-Zay,.GFT, Alitafia . . 
Co-Sponsored by : Abu Shukra Trading, 
Ca mpanile, Le Hrme Scarpa, Venefir. . 

[frckets available from : Hofei Inter - Conthantaf, " TeL 641361 
NagoratltMic CUwui raldiy, Tri. 687625 



By Taxtxiah. Hirsch : . 

One Claim Beats Two Finesses 

- East-West vulnenble. South 
deals. 

NORTH • 

.- *AK 

-■ 9 942 ■ ■ 

. -0 KC5 4 3 

. • J32 : - 

■V : WEST EAST 

4 lt»S7S 4 Q J 543 
9X14 01*753 

. .- or . ./ 

♦Q*7* ‘**54 

. ""'""SOUTH 

42 • ' ‘ • . 

A:0*v •- 

•• 0 AQJ 1**2 

iAK]| ..... . . 

Tbcbkkfing: 

Swrth West North East 

1 I 0. /- Na 3 0 

4 0 Tam tas. .-. 

•; Opcnlng kad:.Ten of # j ■ 

T ' Tf we were to offef you 3-to-t odds on aiiy «»nmS, yoo 
wquld be happy to take it; that is tire chance of one Of two 
Jinesics wcwking. However, if we were, to offer you the 
choice between a 75^>erceiB shotmdk.lOOpercoit guaran- 
tee, there is no question which you - would take. •" . :• 

~The bddmgwasqui(^ ^accurate. North'sjnmpto three 
diamonds was a lnnit raise, not forcing, aril South (rid what 
hetbongJahfrcdbMmake; 


m dummy , while preserving the two,jhrtidiscaFdii^ a heart ■. 
on ihe high spade befoie takuig a finesse in one of foc 
rounded Atits (hearts or clubs); Wien that fails, yon can get 
back to tbe table with a tftonp w try'ifeeothcr forefese.Thar, 
to^fo^ ^and yon faave another hard hide story to tell your 

; Don’t lobfctoits for sympathy, though—you could have 
dainted yourconiract at trick one. Take a seeoncT smtoc. 


■: o V- — -r — TUIl* CHID. 

•^joW: get bade to the board by leading youx carefully ^pre- 
ssxve^iVMo of trumps and foad a htart. Simply cwrer anv 


k yiUUUvUo* _ . » • — ■ sr 

No maner hcwtbe hcarthcraoremtedivided, Woti&cnrf 

avert VruTT- J >. . -_■ 



it West 
give you a tuff- 
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Royal Cultural Centre .. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 820101 

British Council_636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.... 637009 

Goethe Institute... 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre.. 641158 
Spanish Cultural Centre .. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre™ 639777 

Haya Arts Centre_665195 

Hussein Youth City._667181/5 

Y.W.C-A.. 641793 

Y.W.M.A._ 664251 




Algenan .. 641271/2 

Australian... 673246/7 

Austrian Embassy.644635 

Bahrain......664148/9 

Belgian -- 675683 

Bulgarian-818151 

Canadian-666124 

Chilean_ 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons..... 677559 

Czechoslovakian _665105 

-Danish Consulate Gen_603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French _ 641273/4 

German_ 689351 

Greek-671331/2 

Hungarian._815614 

Indian..__637262 

Indonesian__828911 

Iraqi- 639331 

Italian- 638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland_625632 

Consulate of Iceland_698851 

Consulate of Sir l-wAn ....645312 

Japanese -672486/7 

Kuwaiti- 675135/8 

Libyan_ 693101/3 

Lebanese ... 641381 

Moroccan....641451 

Netherlands.....637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean _666349 

Norwegian Consulate.827926 

Omani__ 686155 

Pakistani_622787 

Palestine...677517 

People's Rep. of China _666139 

Phillipines_ 645161 

Polish.. 637153 

Qatari . 682666 

Romanian............_.667738 

Russian .. 641158 

Saudi Arabian_814154/6 

South Korean__660745/6 

Spanish . 614166/9 

Sudanese._ 644251/2 

Swedish.. 669177/9 

Swiss..... 686416/7 

Syrian__ 641076 

Taiwan.. 671530 

Tunisian...674307/8 

Turkish .-..641251 

U-A.E....643347/643341 

United Kingdom.-823100 

United Slates of America.820101 

Yemen.....642381 

EEC Delegation--£68191 

ESCWA...- .6^4351/8" 

1CRC..-.. 688645 

UNDP/WFP.668171/7 

UNRWA... 669194/8 

UNICEF..629571 

UNESCO_~_606559 


Nabil A1 Mashim Theatre.675571 
Nabil & Hisham's Theatxe.625155 

Concord _,_ 677420 

Plaza.. 699238 

Philadelphia_634144 

Sports Clubs 

AJ Hussein Sports City... 667181 

Orthodox Club_ 810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club_ 736572 

Royal Chess Club... 673713 


Diary 




Alyemda(Air yemen)_653691 

Aeroflot__641510 

Air Canada._630879 

Air France._666055 / 667824 

Air India _688301/2 

Air Lanka _682140 

Alitalia_ 625203 

American Airlines_669068 

Arab Wings_894484 

Adria Airways_667029 

Austrian Airlines.637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines_665909 

British Airways_641430 

British Midland_694802 

China Airlines_636232 

Cathay Pacific ___628596 

Cyprus Airways...-667028 

Egypt Air__ 630011 

EiuiratesAiriines_643341 

Gulf Air.. 653613 

Hungarian Airlines.622275 

Iberia.. 637827/644036 

Iran Air.____— 622826 

Japan Airlines -630879 

KJLM _622175 

Korean Airlines™ 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines... 643831/2 

I nfthanw . 601744 

Malaysian Aidine.639575/653446 

M.E.A_ 636104 

Olympic._ 630125/638433 

P1A _ 625981 

PhiQippme Airlines._640200 

Pbfish Airlines_ 625981 

Qantas_64143CV655447 

Royal Jordanian_ 678321 

Sandia_ 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines_604499 

Singapore Airlines._ 676177 

Sudan Airlines_ 694501 

Swiss Air (G.SA.)659791/641906 

USAIR... 694801/2 

Syrian Air.__ 622147 

TAROM- Romanian._.637380 

Thai Airways.---637195 

Trans World Airline-623430 

Turkish Airlines...659102 

Yemema Airways.... 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines... 604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 


.r APCazar._ |lLL1*4U|B1 

Aqaba_.__314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.—316636 

Aquamarina L__316250 

Coral Beach.......313521 

Holiday Inti...312426 

Miramar....-.314340 





Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 ajn. - 5 p.m. year 
round.Closed Tuesdays. Tel 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-QaTa (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.)- Closed 
Tuesdays.Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
aon. - 5:00 pm Closed Tues- 
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Algeria....... 

Argen tina. .—.... 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia... 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria___ 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain... 

Belgium___ 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil_ 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
B rasili a 61 

Bulgaria.- 

Sofia 2 

Canada.- 

Ottawa 613 

Chile._ 

Santiago 2 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia.- 

Prague 2 

Denmark- 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador--- 

Quito 2 

Egypt--- 

Cairo 2 

Eire--- 

Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland ..._..._... 

Helsinki 0 

France___-. 

Paris 1 
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Alia Gateway_ — 

(08)51000 


.... 665186 

Anna . 

... 815071 

Crown.—. 

.798181 

Commodor__ 

.665181 

Forte Grand.- 

... 6965 H 


... 661121 

I InterContinentaL....dr^s... (541361- | 

IntefnaticmA:.™..’..:..™ 

.■:.841712»- 


... 607121 


.. 607607 


... 667150 


663100 


.660000 


.... 813801 


.... 661114 

L_1 


The Prime Ministry/TeL 641211 

Foreign Affairs TeL 644361 

Interior Ministry TeL 663111 

Finance TeL 636321 

Public Health TeL 665131 

Education & Higher Education TeL 669181 

Justice TeL 663101 

Planning TeL 644466 

Public Works Sc. Housing TeL 668481 

Municipalities & Environment TeL 641393 

Industry & TradeTeL 663191 

Supplies TeL 602121 

Awqaf Sc Islamic AffairsTcL 666141 


Agriculture Tel 686151 

Labour Tel 698186 

Social Development TeL 673191 

Transport TeL 641461 

Post it Comm tin Marions TeL 624301 

Information Tel 641467 

Water & Irrigation Tel 680100 

Energy Sc Mineral Resources TeL 815615 

Culture / Jabal Amman TeL 636391 

Youth / University TeL 604701 

Parliamentary Affairs TeL 641211 

Tourism & Antiquities TeL 642311 



Germany W.—.49 

Bonn 288 

Greece... 30 

Atheos/Pirseus 1 

Hungary-36 

Budapest 1 

India... 91 

BangJore 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,23A5,6,7, & 8. 

Indonesia... 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy..39 

Rome 6 

Iraq__-.964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan.81 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya... 254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait..965 

Korea... 82 

Seoul 2. 

Libya._218 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon....961 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia.. 60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico-- 52 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco_212 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands..31 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen.. 

A1 Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria. 

Lag os I 

Norway..... 

Oslo 2 

Oman..—. 

Pakistan.... 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay. 

Asuncion 54 


Peru... 

Lima 14 

.51 

..63 

Manila 2 

.48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar.. 

.974 

.40 

Bucharest 0 

.966 

Ai- Khobar 3 
Al-Madina4 

Dammam 3 

Jeddah 2 

Mecca 2 


Riyadh 1 

Spain.. 

Barcelona 3 

.34 

Madrid 1 



USAir 

USAir begins with you 


Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka..94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan.249 

Khartoum II 

Sweden.. 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria.963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand..66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia..216 

Tunis 1 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE.971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
A1 Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras A1 Khaimah 77 
Shatjah 6 
Umm A1 Quwain 6 

UK.44 

London (inner 71/outer 81) 

Uruguay.598 

Montevideo 2 

USA.1 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

USSR. 7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela..58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia..38 


For information 
& reservations: 

® 694-801 
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Eastern Barbecue 
Quick Service 


824620 
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The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel' 

for your reservations call 
639197 
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IThe most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 
IAI1 types of Bread A 
■Cakes L Pastries « 


Amman 

International Hotel 




1 nr cull 

ShiiR'i.ssiini 


Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 

24 HOURS A DAY 
Just Call:682097 
Our name says it all 


Amman-TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


vfta Zz bes2 
Chinese KesGuiranC 
fn rj-ordset 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
nearAhtiyyah Girls School 
Take away is available 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:00p.m. 
7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 


£ 


' Authentic 
\ Chinese dishes. 
*F tarn all great re- 
gional cuisine 
• £ styles ol China. 


our world of 
fragrance starts 
with a letter 




■ ■ gear, 

this letter will 
unravel itself to 
your immagination 


[£■■■■ 
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FROM INDIA 

THE HOME OF TAJ MAHAL 
COMES 

AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE JABAL AL-HUSSEIN 

THE AROMATIC SPICES OF INDIA, PREPARED AT PRESENT, AS IN THE PAST 

FOR RESERVATION AND HOME DELIVER Y JUST CALL 683954 
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Gulf leaders slow to fund 
Palestinian homeland 


By Susan Sachs 

Newsday 

SINCE THE signing of the PLO- 
Israeli agreement In September, a 
lot of people have come knocking 
at the doors of rich Gulf leaders. 
Kisses and conversation, rather 
than money, is about all they get. 

The pressure is on the oil- 
producing Arab sheiks, who bank¬ 
rolled Palestinian causes until 
PLO chairman Yasser Arafat 
squandered their support by siding 
with Iraq in the Gulf war three 
years ago. 

The United Nations, the World 
Bank, the Arab League, the PLO, 
the European Community and the 
Clinton administration all are 
soliciting hundreds of millions of 
dollars from the Gulf states to 
underwrite the costs of setting up 
Palestinian self-rule in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories. Not one of the 
leaders has yet hauled out his 
checkbook. 

Instead. Gulf leaders are mov¬ 
ing cautiously and selectively to 
re-establish relations with Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organization offi¬ 
cials. Tentative contacts have been 
made with Israel by Gulf business¬ 
men and at least one minister. The 
Arab boycott on doing business 
with companies that do business 
with Israel is largely ignored 

But anyone who expects the 
Gulf states to take the lead in 
financing Palestinian reconstruc¬ 
tion or normalizing relations with 
tbe faraway Jewish state underes¬ 
timates the conservatism of the oil 
states, according to diplomats and 
Gulf officials interviewed during 
the last week. 

"All of this will come in time,” 
said an official with ties to the rul¬ 
ing family in Qatar, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. "If is in 
our region's interest to see real 
peace in the Middle East, but we 
will not blindly throw money at 
the Palestinians like we once did." 

Qatar, a tiny peninsula with a 
native population of only 100,000, 
is a main target for Palestinian and 
Israeli hopes. Its ambitious foreign 
minister, Sheik Hamad bin Jassem 
Al Thani. acknowledged that he 
met with his Israeli counterpan in 
New York during the opening ses¬ 
sions of the UN General 



Assembly. 

Qatar also was the first Gulf 
state to officially receive a promi¬ 
nent Palestinian from the Occu¬ 
pied Territories. 

Delegation spokeswoman 
Han an Ashrawi went there in Jan¬ 
uary. The emir. Sheik Khalifa, 
paid delegation chairman Faisal 
Husseini's SI.2 million this year. 
But, in line with its policy of talk¬ 
ing with everyone, Qatar also wel¬ 
comed a top official of Hamas, the 
Palestinian Islamic fundamentalist 
group that opposes peace with 
Israel. 

Sheik Hamad said his meeting 
with Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres centered on the 
Arab-lsrael peace process. Other 
well-informal sources said that 
the two ministers discussed possi¬ 
ble schemes to build a pipeline to 
deliver Qatari natural gas overland 
to the Israeli port of Haifa for 
shipment to Europe. Qatari offi¬ 
cials have been quick to deny 
reports in Israeli newspapers and 
by an Israeli minister that a deal is 
imminent. In any case, according 
to diplomats in Qatar, tbe Guff 
state's cash problems make botb 
the pipeline to Israel and expan¬ 
sive promises of money for Pales¬ 
tinians little more than a pipe 
dream. 

To start developing its gas 
reserves. Qatar must come up with 
$2 billion to SB billion in equity 


over the next four years just to 
meet its obligations on gas pro¬ 
jects for Asian markets. Qatar 
can't afford financing for a project 
to deliver gas to Europe for years, 
the diplomats said. 

Hamad simply wants to make 
his tiny country more visible on 
the world stage, said a veteran 
European diplomat. "Qatar really 
doesn't have the means or the 
desire to play a key role in any 
conflict.” said the diplomat. "This 
is just the emir giving an energetic 
minister his head for a while." 

Other Gulf states also are warm¬ 
ing up a bit Co Palestinians since 
the accord with IsraeL Abu 
Dhabi's leader. Sheik Zaid, 
allowed Arafat's airplane to stop 
for refueling in the emirate earlier 
this month, although no country 
outside of Oman has received 
Arafat. 

Two senior Arafat aides were 
welcomed at top government lev¬ 
els in the last two weeks in Abu 
Dhabi and Qatar. Mahmoud 
Abbas and Hakam Balawi. the 
PLO’s emissaries, apparently were 
acceptable because they had 
voiced opposition to Arafat's sup¬ 
port for Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, after the invasion of 
Kuwait. Still, neither walked away 
with anything but promises to pay 
later. A source close to Abu 
Dhabi's rulers said Sheik Zaid 
promised Abbas that he would 


release back taxes 
collected from 
Palestinian work¬ 
ers in the emirate 
and held for the 
past three years. 
Saudi Arabia is 
under pressure 
from the United 
States to do the 
same. But Kuwait, 
which had the 
largest Palestinian 
-population, has 
refused to meet 
with PLO offi¬ 
cials. In any case, 
most of its Pales¬ 
tinian work force 
has been expeiled. 

The Americans 
and the Europeans 
are all pushing us 
now. But remember, we had sup¬ 
ported the PLO for all those years 
when tbe West wouldn't even talk 
to Arafat," said Sulairaan Majed 
AlShaheen. undersecretary of 
Kuwait's Foreign Ministry. "We 
in the Gulf want to wait and see 
whar this agreement is going to 
mean. Everyone knows that Ara¬ 
fat can sign one day and do some¬ 
thing different the next." 

The six nations of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council—Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates, Oman. Qatar and. Bahrain— 
have already said they welcome 
the accord giving Palestinians in 
the Occupied Territories limited 
self-rule, starting with Jericho and 
the Gaza Strip. 

Only two so far have pledged 
money toward the estimated $590 
mi llion startup costs for a Palestin¬ 
ian administration. Saudi Arabia, 
under intense pressure from the 
United States, promised a one¬ 
time donation of $100 million. 
Abu Dhabi, which is building a 
military port for American war¬ 
ships. pledged $35 million. 

"Those who pledged—did they 
pay a penny? No. They, too, want 
to see the details,” said Al¬ 
Shaheen. "Kuwait will contribute 
in a generous way if the Gaza- 
Jericbo plan proves it can stand on 
its own feet." 

LA Times-Washington Post 

News Services 


By Daya Kisfaan Thussu 

Since its foundation. The Econ¬ 
omist has been a staunch opponent 
of state intervention in industry- 
When under Britain's 1840 Fac¬ 
tory Acts the factory work hours 
were limited, die magazine was 
shocked by the "interference of 
the legislature with industry, with 
the hours of work, with the con¬ 
tracts between masters and work¬ 
men... to whidi we are in all its 
shapes and forms decidedly 
opposed.” 

These and other gems are put 
together in a huge volume. The 
Pursuit of Reason: The Economist 
(1843-1993), biy forth Dudley 
Edwards, published in September 
to mark the 150 years of this, tbe 
world's "most consistent and dis¬ 
tinguished exponent of free mar¬ 
kets, free trade and laissez-faire." 

The magnum opus, a result of 
10 years of research and four 
years in the writing, sheds new 
light on the major economic, busi¬ 
ness and diplomatic issues of tbe 
150 years recorded in this history. 

Such distinguished names as foe 
philosopher Herbert Spencer, clas¬ 
sical scholar Arnold Toynbee and 
one of the West's most influential 
commentators on Soviet affairs, 
Isaac Deutscher, have been asso¬ 
ciated with the magazine. 

The Economist was launched in 
1843 by a Scottish businessman, 
James Wilson, with £800 of his 
own money and £500 lent by a 
friend. Wilson's practical experi¬ 
ence in business had strengthened 
his belief in free trade and foe free 
market. 

His banker son-in-law, Walter 
Bagehot, and successive editors 
upheld the free-trade ideas that 
Wilson had set forth when he 
fought for the repeal of Britain's 
protectionist Com Laws. 

Soon after its launch foe maga¬ 
zine argued against die anti- 
slavery drive to restrict imports 
from countries employing slave 
labor. The belief that the market 
itself was the moral absolute con¬ 
tinued into the mid-1980s, when it 
opposed sanctions against foe 
apartheid regime In South Africa. 

Its history is dotted with several 
other instances of insensitivity to 
human suffering. Dudley Edwards 
recalls how during the time of foe 
Irish famine (1845-49), which 
claimed one million lives and led 
to large-scale emigration, Wilson 
wrote about "the great sacrifice 1 * 
which England had made to help 
Ireland. 

Similarly, foe magazine was a 
consistent champion of British 
colonialism. "Colonialism, bol¬ 
stered by an often exaggerated 
idea of foe relative harshness of 
other colonial regimes, was 


Marking 150 years of The Economist 

A consistent champM 


defended," she writes, “with both 
moral and pragmatic arguments, 
and it swept along people of all 
classes- mid most political, 
persuasions." 

Walter Bagehot, foe magazine’s 
most famous editor, wrote in' 
1865: "We are pre-eminently a 
colonizing people. We are, beyond 
all comparison, tbe most enterpris-. 
mg, foe most.successful and in 
most respects foe best colonists on 
the face of the earth," ruling with 
"mildness and invariably with 
liberality." 

Most of the Indian coverage 
during the colonial period, writes 
Dudley Edwards, -when h was not 
focusing on finance, ruminated 
about how to make foe natives see 

reason." . 

Replacing such imperial zeal has 
been, an unflinching support for; 
United-States actions around the 
world. From the Cold War to foe 
Gulf War; foe magazine has been a 
consistent champion of American 
policies. Running a vigorous cam¬ 
paign to back foe US invasion of 
Vietnam, The Economists Foreign 
Report, writes Dudley Edwards, 
looked "rather like a propaganda 
sheet for foe CIA." 

Friends of the US have been 
well-treated by the magazine. For 
instance, it ooce called Indonesian 
bead of state General Suharto, 
who is believed to be responsible 
for foe killing of up to a million 
people, "at hart benign." . 

Interpreting foe world in a way 
the Americans like has tangible 
benefits. In 1958, The Economist 
sold less than 10,000 copies in 
North America. Today it sells 
nearly a quarter of a million cop¬ 
ies—half of its global totaL 
This partisanship -sits uncom¬ 
fortably with The Economist's 
famous rule of anonymity, which 
has over the years placed writers 
with a vast range of affiliations, 
(Anarchists, Marxists, imperialists, 
pacifists) under the same label of 
"ourcorrespondent" 

Women journalists were consid¬ 
ered good value for money. "You 
could get a first class woman for 
tbe price of a second-class man," ' 
Geoffrey Crowther. one of its 
great editors quoted as saying. 

Fifty - years ago - Crowther 
described the aims of The Ectmo- 
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this page is blank—and the law is 
an ass." 

Despite such disagreements foe 
magazine has always been close to 
those in power. Wilson, the found¬ 
ing editor, became Financial Sec¬ 
retary to foe Treasury under Glad¬ 
stone's Chancellorship and was 
supported .by the government 
When foe magazine wanted to 
close down its loss-making Latin 
American edition in foe 1960s, foe 
British government helped to sub¬ 
sidize the edition. However The 
Economist managed to enrage its 
business readership by its opposi¬ 
tion to foe 1956 Suez invasion. 

' " At foe time of its : launch The 
Economist sold only .1,750 copies: 
During foe 19th century foe maga¬ 
zine had a limited circulation of. 


than half a million copies, me 
than 80 percent of them outsi 
Britain. 

With foe Financial Times nc 
owning 50 per cent of the mag 
zine. The Economist has bceor 
Britain's most prosperous public 
don. And given the global dri 
towards privatization the voice 
free trade is likely to grow ew 
more vocal. ■ 

Daya Klsban Thussu is Ass 
date Editor of Gemini Nm 
Service. He has a PhD in Inft 
national Relations from Jaw 
harlan Nehru University, -Nt 
Delhi, and teaches a course < 
Third World Development 
Britain's Open University. He 
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Jordanian youths: 

Facing an uphill 
struggle 


By Vesna Masharqa 
Special to The Star 

THE YOUTH sector in Jordan has 
always been at the periphery of all 
agendas despite the fact that 
around 1 JS million of the total pop¬ 
ulation are between 19 and 40 
years of age. There have been no 
specialized agencies or institutions 
to improve the conditions of 
young people, although this is 
expected to change. Because of 
the democratic age we are living 
in. new- attitudes about coopera¬ 
tion and coordination between the 
government and private sector 
towards the youth issue is 
expected to develop. 

Dr Taleb A wad, a member of 
the Central Committee of the 
National Youth Union told The 
Star that "in spile of the demo¬ 
cratic process that opened up bet¬ 
ter prospects of discussions of 
improving the conditions of the 
youth, there is still enormous 
progress to be made in this area." 
Dr Awad. a member of the infor¬ 
mation and cultural committee of 
the Arab Organization for Human 
Rights said dial the image of youth 
has never been really defined but 
has been looked upon as only a 
part of the different social sectors 
and therefore did not haver its fair 
share of legislation and attention. 
Young people are particularly 
affected by unemployment, and on 
occasion, homelessness. They face 
special problems in the job market 
because of their lack of 
experience. 

Dr Awad says, "We need a sci¬ 
entific national employment strat¬ 
egy. and better coordination 
between the educational system 
and industrial policy [than] we 
have." and "the old ways of dis¬ 
tributing jobs according to tawjihi 
results “are ridiculous. It doesn't 
give a chance to students to com¬ 
pete with others in their field of 
interest." He said that "this 
reduces creativity because stu¬ 
dents are placed in the wrong 
jobs." 

As a result, some students are 
forced to leave Jordan and study 
abroad: today there are 40,000 Jor¬ 
danians who are studying abroad. 

He stressed that students should 
be encouraged to enter vocational 
training more. He also mentioned 
foe high fees of colleges and uni¬ 
versities which prohibit some of 







Dr Awad 


them education and training for 
certain professions. The fimired 
number of scholarships that exist 
are nowhere near enough to cover 
the tuition fees, which range from 
JD 500 to JD 1.500 in govern¬ 
mental colleges, which is still rela¬ 
tively inexpensive compared to 
private educational institutions. 
This increases social divisions 
because rich parents are able to 

If it were not 
enough for the 
youth in this 
country to try to 
cope with mundane 
day-to-day issues , 
they are also 
pressured by 
customs and culture 


send their children to the best 
schools, colleges and universities 
in foe country, while the less well- 
off cannot afford but to send their 
children to cheaper and poorer- 
quality educational institutions. 

Because of foe rising cost of 
living—68 percent within the last 
four years—with the subsequent 
increase in poverty, more and 
more female graduates are seek¬ 
ing employment Today s jobless 
total of about 25.1 percent (foe 
majority of which is youth) 
includes 40,000 females. They in 


turn find it particularly hard to find 
jobs and are concentrated in cer¬ 
tain occupations: there are for 
example. 28.000 female teachers 
compared to only 18.000 male 
teachers in the country. 

If it were not enough for the 
youth in this country to try to cope 
with mundane day-to-day issues, 
they are also pressured by customs 
and culture. In this country young 
people from poor backgrounds 
have particularly demanding child¬ 
hoods. Instead of experiencing 
'growing up' they have to become 
bread winners along with their 
fathers. Thus they enter foe unoffi¬ 
cial labor market very early in life. 

Dr Taleb says. "Until now, the 
youth organizations haven't done 
anything to improve their situa¬ 
tion." And as oT yet there has been 
no research done in this area to 
help tackle this problem. While 
Yarmouk and Jordan Universities 
have established programs to deal 
with these problems in their curric- 
ulums. there are still no firm solu¬ 
tions in dealing with the economic 
and social problems of youth. 

"In 1985 the Government intro¬ 
duced new regulations specifying 
the number of young employees it 
would take in each of its depart¬ 
ments each year. Bui this is still 
very limited," Dr Taleb said. 

He believes that young people 
should have their own representa¬ 
tives in Parliament, and 19 should 
be the legal age to vote in foe elec¬ 
tions. This would bring in about 
55,000 people eligible to vote 
between 18 and 19 years of age. 
He said that foe Ministries of 
Youth. Information and Labor 
ought to coordinate with the youth 
organizations to bring about radi¬ 
cal changes. 

"Bui most important of all. there 
should be an independent apoliti¬ 
cal youth organization, which 
should create wide national pro¬ 
grams on treating youth problems 
and implement [them] accord¬ 
ingly." he said ■ 
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Terminator 2' and Jurassic Park’effects come to your PC: 

Morph for Windows 


GRYPHON SOFT¬ 
WARE Corporation 
today announced that 
its critically acclaimed 
special effects pro¬ 
gram, Morph, is now 
compatible with 
Microsoft Windows 
for IBM and compati¬ 
ble PCs. First intro¬ 
duced for the Apple 
Macintosh computer. 

Morph now enables 
PCs running Win¬ 
dows to perform 
morphing, a two 
dimensional special 
effect that smoothly 
transforms one still 
i mage into another. 

"The Morph craze 
took off when we brought a high- 
end special effect previously seen 
only m films like Terminator II or 
on MTV, to the computer desktop. 
The key is that we made it very 
affordable and extremely easy to 
use," said Mike Malone; president 
of Gryphon Software. "If Morph's 
run away success in foe Macin¬ 
tosh market is a preview of things 
to come, we anticipate capturing 
the imagination of die million-plus 
Windows users with Morph's daz¬ 
zling special effects." 

"Morph is appealing to so many 
diverse markets, from architects to 
plastic surgeons to educators," 
said Duane Maxwell, chief tech¬ 
nology officer of Gryphon soft¬ 
ware. "Video and graphics profes¬ 
sionals are also embracing Morph 
and tbe results are being seen in a 
□umber of places such as a recent 
cover of Time Magazine and com¬ 
mercials and feature films includ¬ 
ing Spielberg's 'Jurassic Park'. 

Morph is capable of using 



graphics generated from Win¬ 
dows-compatible painting and. 
drawing programs as well as digi¬ 
tized or scanned images. Using a 
starting and ending image mat 
appear side by side on the com¬ 
puter screen,'Morph allows foe 
user to transform one image into 
another. Using two faces, for 
example, the user clicks on an eye 
in one image and the Same corre¬ 


sponding point. auto¬ 
matically appears on 
tbe other. After several 
key points have been 
matched and adjusted 
on tbe images, the user 
then specifies foe num¬ 
ber of intervening 
frames needed. Morph 
calculates tbe appear¬ 
ance of each frame and 
creates tbe morph ani¬ 
mation. according to 
Grayphon, you don't 
need any special skills 
to use foe product. 

The resulting Morph 
can be saved as a 
Video for Windows 
movie, FL1 orFLC ani¬ 
mation. Hie .anima¬ 
tions can be then placed on a video 
tape or film for commercial- 
quality output Single, still image 
or series of images can also be 
saved in variety o f com mon file 
‘ formats including TIFF, GIF. or 
Targa. • 

The recommended memory to 
ran morph effectively is 5 MB 


■RAM. Mot 
priced at $1( 





-* jCtixly'oLiL: • ± ui IV ~~ rV r; v \ 



E-R-FAVE 




LOTUS 

SmartSuite 

FOR ‘ 
WINDOWS 


ANALYSE IT 
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electronic" mail • 
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Problems with DOS 6.0 

MICROSOFTS LATEST version ofits operating system, DOS 6,0, 
has been found to be causing many problems to- users. It has caused 
defragmentation of hard disks and some people who upgraded early 
have lost important data. 

The finger of accusation is pointed at Double Space, the data com¬ 
pression utility bundled with foe sys¬ 
tem which is accused of corrupting .p— r --— - r —_ 

compressed volume files on a few as »*==*'"'”’ • 

machines. ® .. ' 'BHH 

Microsoft chairman Bill Gates. 
commented on this by. saying that, 

"When we release a major new piece 
of system software there's always 
some systems that have a problem, 
whether its bad spots on their hard 
disk or some kind of shaky system 
configuration. In tbe case of DOS 
6.0, it's well under one in 1.000 
people." 

Officials at Microsoft are saying 
that users who have faced difficulties 
probably ran DOS 6.0 on old hard¬ 
ware or hadn't read the instructions ~ - —-— -— 

of installation propedy. • ./ •-/ 

Stac Eiecfromcs, the company which publishes foe popular PC 
compression package Stacker, had previously sited- pocendal prob¬ 
lems of DOS 6.0 and add; a technical answer to the question. ' '' 
Stac uses two file al loca ti on (FAT) files for operation with Stacker. 
One Is . for the core compression process, while foe other is for hard 
disk repair kits Eke PC Tools andlNatton Desktop which allow data 
retrieval. Now the problem with DOS 6.0,- according to Stac, is that it 
only has one FAT file! This is why foe system ends np corrupting 
compressed files. v . 

| . Microsoft claims that until' June -tins year, they had 4 million Hn fo 
of DOS .6.0 in sales arid orders, and that's not even counting foe pack¬ 
ages bundled with PCs sold xo PC makers. 

This marks lead’ should bexontesied-very soon with IBM's release 
ofits version 6.1 of PCDos which should be shipping in the first 
quarter of next year/ Not only does IBM claim that it will be com¬ 
pletely compatible with Microsoft’s MS-DOS, but it will also run 10 
percent faster. Other features include.-support for port ben m™.* 
devices, the first time for DOS, fold recognition of PCMCIA cards 
IBM's PCDos 6.1 will sti 11 include tfaedreaded Double Space utility 
alongside'rall foetotber foird-pkrty wflffiesineluded in DOS &oT vV-sis 
- So the problem continues fosdJVlicrosbft is counting on proving 
all foe necessary technical support: to solve it.,.. 

The effectsof upgrading softwarohaye always been tough ori edm- 
puter users. Many usera have learned foe hard way ftat it is wrong'fo 
simply throw the latesL software onto your computers, especially if 
you have to pul iqiwithre-traimng yourstaff! Upgrades arefotei&I 
to mcreasfrpwformance. The only, way to do this is by 'wisely^ meas¬ 
uring up how importantit is coyou to actually upgrade; ' - . • 

■_As im concerned,- Tfo perfet^y happy running DOS SS 
atoc^ctSt2ck^V3^on my PC with no problems'whSevbr' Wilt 
Ifoemoyrng to DOS 60 soon? With what I've been hearing, IS 
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